
Official Newsletter of DME Media School 

Journalism@DME

DME Media School launches
CIFFI2021 for Cinematic Rejuvenation

The launch video of CIFFI2021 was played during the session along with messages from 
students of Delhi Metropolitan Education. The event concluded with a vote of thanks from 
Ms Mudita Raj, Festival Deputy Director and Assistant Professor, DME Media School.

Mr Aman Sahni, Vice Chairman, DME talked about changes in the entertainment industry 
and how the collaboration of DME and Deakin has laid a foundation for refreshing 
cinematic experience.  Dr Ravikant Swami, Director, DME wished the best of luck to the 
entire team CIFFI 2021. 

The team of CIFFI was also appreciated by Prof. K G Suresh, Vice Chancellor, Makhanlal 
Chaturvedi University, Bhopal. He said, “I must congratulate the team of CIFFI for keeping 
the interest in cinema alive through such festivals. You are not only keeping students 
engaged but also inspiring the movie makers of tomorrow.”

Prof. Ujjwal K. Chowdhary, Former Pro Vice Chancellor, Adamas University and Secretary at 
Global Media Education Council (GMEC), said, “What makes cinema studies very 
interesting is that films are the most creative expressions, be it any kind of film. The most 
wonderful thing about CIFFI is that it covers them all, there is a lot of diversity in film 
expressions.”

Delhi Metropolitan Education, Noida, in association with Deakin University, Melbourne, 
Australia launched its flagship event Cineaste International Film Festival of India 
CIFFI2021on October 6 with Mr Tigmanshu Dhulia, National Award winning filmmaker as 
its Brand Ambassador. 

The event began with an address from Dr Ambrish Saxena, Director, CIFFI and Dean, DME 
Media School who shed light on this year's theme for CIFFI– Cinematic Rejuvenation. He 
also said, “Film festivals are never organized the way we do it. It gives me immense 
pleasure to say that we have been consistent in hosting it. Our festival is not just about film 
screenings but also about deliberations on cinema and its various aspects. It is the only 
film festival being organized by two different institutes from two different continents.”

Adding to this Dr Susmita Bala, Festival Chief Associate Director and Head, DME Media 
School shared the highlights of the previous editions of CIFFI from 2019 and 2020 and 
expressed her hope for a successful third edition. 

Dr Vikrant Kishore, Festival Director, CIFFI and Senior Lecturer at School of 
Communication and Creative Art, Deakin University, Melbourne, Australia also 
commented on the success of the previous editions of CIFFI. “I feel proud of what we have 
done. We have made so much out of it and will make more. It is a platform for Indian and 
Australian collaborations for cinema and film research,” he added.

Thereafter, a presentation by Ms Manmeet Kaur, Festival Associate Director and Assistant 
Professor, DME Media School, showcased the special attractions of CIFFI2021 which the 
audiences can look forward to. 

Institutional Advisory Board members from Deakin University – Dr Simon Wilmot and Dr 
Sian Mitchell – also expressed their appreciation for the organizing teams and the hard 
work they have put in for the festival amidst the present circumstances. Dr Russell 
Kennedy, Head Screen and Design Group, Deakin University, talked about the significance 
of an Australian-Indian bilateral association for cinematic studies. 
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DME Media School celebrates
Gandhi-Shastri Jayanti

October 2 is an auspicious day that marks the birth anniversaries of 
Mahatma Gandhi as well as of an ardent practitioner of the Gandhian 
philosophy, Sh. Lal Bahadur Shastri. SPARC, the student body of DME 
Media School, celebrated this occasion with a two-day program 
beginning October 1 with Mr Anil K Shastri, Chairman, Hindi 
Department, All India Congress Committee, as the guest of honour. 

The event began with brief addresses from Dr Ravi Kant Swami, 
Director, DME, followed by a short video tribute prepared by the 
students of SPARC about the lives of the two stalwarts.  

Mr Anil Shastri, illustrious son of Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri, carried the 
session ahead and paid his respect to the great leaders. He talked 
about their values and principles that continue to define the very spirit 
of India. Speaking about Sh. Lal Bahadur Shastri, he remarked that the 
man did something extraordinary during his short tenure as India's 
Prime Minister to be remembered still with so much admiration. “He 
taught Indians to live with pride and honour,” he said. 

He recalled several instances from the life of Shastri ji that spoke 
volumes about his honesty, his integrity and humility, both as a person 
and as a politician. He also talked about his book – Lal Bahadur Shastri: 
Lessons in Leadership – and highlighted how the former Prime 

The event also comprised of some beautiful songs sung by students 
of DME in remembrance of Mahatma Gandhi and Lal Bahadur 
Shastri and a special video presentation on "Ahimsa" by a group of 
students. 

Later, Dr Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School delivered her 
address and also announced the winners for the photo-story, 
poster-making, and article-writing competitions held on the day's 
theme in advance. Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME 
Media School, recalled the love and respect that Lal Bahadur Shastri 
enjoyed as Prime Minister in the hearts of his contemporaries. Dr 
Krishna Pandey, Assistant Professor, DME Media School and 
coordinator of this event talked about the admiration that the 
present generation has for Shastri ji fondly remembered as the son 
of the soil. Shruti Pandey, Student coordinator closed the event with 
a vote of thanks.

Minister's life continues to be an inspiration for all even in this 
modern era. Mr Anil Shastri further elaborated on the ideologies of 
Mahatma Gandhi and their timeless relevance. He concluded his 
session by congratulating the student team of organizers and 
advised them to spend more time with their parents. 

Drishya Madhur 

Dr Mrinal Chatterjee on
Gandhi as a Journalist
Kirti Mathur

To commemorate the 152nd birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi 
on October 2, Research and Innovation in Media (RIM), the research 
cell of DME Media School organized an insightful session, where Dr 
Mrinal Chatterjee, Professor and Regional Director, Indian Institute of 
Mass Communication (IIMC), Odisha talked about Gandhi as a 
journalist.

Paying tribute to the father of our nation, Dr Mrinal Chatterjee spoke 
about the impact he had on the world. He also discussed about 
different facets of Gandhi as a journalist and said, “Gandhi the 
journalist predates Gandhi the Mahatma for about twenty odd years.” 

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School, 
welcomed the guest and presented a brief note about the ideology 
and contributions of Mahatma Gandhi. “The younger generation 
must know about the contributions of Gandhi more intricately, 
whether it is about social reforms, political reforms or the economical 
and developmental models,” he added. 

Dr Chatterjee also gave a brief note on Gandhian view of 
development, covering topics like equal distribution of wealth, 
sustainable development, importance of human resource 
development and decentralization. Mr Pramod Kumar Pandey, 
Assistant Professor, DME Media School moderated the question-
and-answer session with the senior academician. The session 
concluded with a vote of thanks from Dr Susmita Bala, Professor 
and Head, DME Media School. 

He further added, “It is Gandhi's journalism which helped him in 
connecting to the people and made him Mahatma.” He also 
narrated the journey of Gandhi with journalism and the vital role 
played by journalism during the freedom struggle. Dr 
Chatterjeeshed light on the views of Gandhi on journalism and 
added, “Gandhi viewed journalism as a form of service and as a 
sacred duty.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ms4lPQCih8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BnuieS66gy4&t=1s
https://www.linkedin.com/in/drishya-madhur-a716a6194
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kirti-mathur-a71765216


Face2Face-Episode: 10

A time of discovering life, students share
pandemic stories on face2face
Kirti Mathur 

Ishpreet Singh from Batch 2019 agreed as to how this pandemic 

has left both negative and positive impacts on his life. “The 

In the tenth episode of Season 2 of face2face, held on October 3, 

students of DME Media School Anchal Jain, Ishpreet Singh, and 

Nandini Srivastav shared their various experiences during the 

pandemic and about their journey at DME. The chat showhosted 

by Dr Ambrish Saxena,Professor and Dean, DME Media School 

features three students representing each of the three batches in 

every episode. 

Anchal Jain of the final year opened about her traumatic 

experiences of losing close ones and their critical conditions in 

the tough times of COVID-19. She also shared that despite 

various challenges, the pandemic has also opened up several 

opportunities to all. 

Student of Batch 2020, Nandini Srivastav shared her 

experiences about how conscious she was for her family during 

the tough times of increase in infected cases. The only way to 

cope were the ongoing college activities. Both Anchal and 

Nandini agreed that online classes have decreased students' 

interaction with each other and lowered their concentration 

level, making them lazier towards their studies.

positive impact is that I have become more responsible and 

focused as there's no going back,” he said.

Concluding the session, Dr Saxena congratulated the students 

for their positive attitude during these hard times and 

assuredthem that they will soon be able to resume their college 

life. 
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Media literacy and critical thinking go hand
in hand, says Ali Reza Bastani
Nikita Taneja

DME Media School was back with another enriching session of the 
BG Verghese Lecture Series on October 5withspecial guest for the 
day – Dr Ali Reza Bastani, Founder and Executive Manager, 
Association of Iran Media Literacy (AIMEL), Tehran. 

Opening up the session, Dr Manasvi Maheshwari, Assistant 
Professor, DME Media School talked about the overall relevance of 
the lecture series while Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, 
DME Media School highlighted the importance of the day's 
subject – MediaLiteracy, Critical Thinking and Democratization. 
“Informing people about the correct and relevant usage of media 
is the need of the hour,” he stated. 

DrBastani started his lecture with the definition and importance of 
literacy, and its correlation with the media. He explained the 
purpose of media literacy education with the support of relevant 
examples and provided insights into the process of critical 
thinking. Dr Bastani then threw some light on the core standpoints 
and principles in the critical media thinking process. He said, 

The lecture was followed by a Q&A round coordinated by Mr 
Mohit Kishore Vatsa, Assistant Professor, DME Media School. 
During this time, the guest lecturer stated that it was important 
for students to be trained in the art of critical thinking from the 
beginning. He said, “They should be trained with ethical points, 
morality, proper judgements, humanity, and respect.”

Answering a question about media teaching strategies, Dr 
Bastani remarked that the learning starts at one's home in 
addition to the traditional and cultural values.“It'll make them 
think about morality, ethics, and respecting contradictory views 
in a community,” he concluded.

The interactive session was then closed with a vote of thanks by 
Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School. 

“Media does not present the reality but represents it.”

Dr Bastani also exerted, “A strong democracy is impossible 
without critical media literacy education because it enables 
people to participate in the democratic practices.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbhLJ7TfOyo
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kirti-mathur-a71765216
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbhLJ7TfOyo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RikUPz2NbAQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RikUPz2NbAQ
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nikita-taneja-498454205


Media School celebrates batch
toppers of BA(JMC) 2017-20
Sukriti Arora

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School 

delivered a heart-warming message for the four students and 

This was followed by a brief address from Dr Ambrish Saxena, 

Professor and Dean, DME Media School who also congratulated 

the students and talked about the culture of practical learning 

being fostered in the department. “We have built a system like no 

other media institute. Our students get the exposure to writing 

reports, on-camera anchoring and what not. This makes them 

ready for a career,” he added. 

DME Media School, in association with Examination Cell, DME 

felicitated its toppers from Batch 2017-20 on October 8 in Studio 

62. The ceremony began with presentation of medals and 

certificates to four students. The gold medals were presented to 

Jenitta Sabu and Kushagrata Thakur for securing 92.5% each; 

Nupur Saxena received the silver medal for securing an aggregate 

of 89.9% and Siddhant Sharma was presented the bronze medal 

for achieving a total of 89% in the BA(JMC) program. 

Dr Ravi Kant Swami, Director, DME, congratulated all the former 

students and remarked how the media industry is marred by 

controversies but the media education industry is not. “DME 

Media School has continuously produced students who will take 

the industry to newer heights,” he said. 

reminisced their memories from the three years spent together 

in college. She said, “All these students were always sincere and 

proactive in their approach towards their studies as well as 

extra-curricular activities. They still remain in touch with me.”

The event concluded with a vote of thanks by Ms Sukriti Arora, 

Assistant Professor, DME Media School and Member, 

Examination Cell. 

The awardees were also invited to the dais to express their joys 

and share their experiences with the gathering. Siddhant 

Sharma, in his address, mentioned how his teachers have 

always been like friends who supported and guided him 

throughout the three years. Nupur Saxena credited the college 

events for honing her skills in anchoring which have helped her 

become a news anchor at a reputed channel. 

Jenitta Sabu also spoke about the support she had received 

from teachers in her research endeavours. “Pramod sir and 

Sanchita ma'am have lent a helping hand even after I graduated 

and I am very thankful to them,” she added. Similar thoughts 

were reiterated by Kushagrata Thakur who thanked Dr Bala and 

other teachers for their continued support and recalled her 

memories of working for the department newsletter. 
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/sukriti-arora-a02ab8a4/


UNICEF Communication Specialist Augustine Veliath
shares life experiences to inspire DME students

Mr Veliath shared his college experiences, including what he 
learned about one's responsibilities to not exclude anyone. "If 
you want to be a writer or a media person, get into the water 
and swim," he told students as he narrated his professional life 
and what he had seen during his career.He gave some 
thoughtful information about children's rights, and through 
brainstorming, they discovered what children want; he also 

On October 27, Mr Augustine Veliath, UNICEF communication 
specialist was featured in the 13thepisode of DME Media 
School's Vibrant India Series. He was introduced by Ms Mudita 
Raj, Assistant Professor, and Abhishek Mishra a second-year 
student of DME Media School followed by the warm welcome 
by Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head and Dr Ambrish 
Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School.

Vaishnavi Nair

Vibrant India Series Episode 13

Capt. Indraani encourages students to face
challenges & ght against all odds
Sufia Mirza

Vibrant India Series Episode 14

Dr Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School welcomed the 
guest while emphasizing on the idea behind Vibrant India 
Series. Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School 
elaborated on the concept of the Series and said, “We are an 
educational institution and it is our responsibility to not just 
educate but also inspire our students,” he added. 

The fourteenth episode of Vibrant India Series organized by 
DME Media School held on October 10 featured Captain 
Indraani Singh, Asia's first female to fly Airbus 320 and the 
world's first female commander on wide-body Airbus 300, 
319 and 321, and founder of Literacy India and Indha Crafts, 
as the esteemed resource person. She was introduced by Dr 
Krishna Pandey, Assistant Professor, and Ishika Wadhwa, 
Student of DME Media School. 

Thereon, Captain Indraani Singh had the virtual dais and she 
began by emphasizing the importance of educators in her 
life. She stated, “Whatever I am today is because of my 
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Mr Veliath narrated all of his career experiences and focused 
more on fine points of his life and provided examples from 
his own journey to motivate the young audience during his 
conversation with Dr Ambrish Saxena. The session ended 
with Mr Veliath answering a few questions raised by students. 

stated that it was his “big liberating moment”.

“There will never be an honest media house because they 
have to grow and bring in money, so they will be saving 
someone,” he added while advising students. “But there will 
always be some honest journalists who give their life for 
truth, and it is all about you what you want to be.” He 
engaged students in thoughtful discussions and inspired 
them to gain a better understanding of the world around 
them.

teachers as they inspired me to do something in life”. She 
mentioned that since her growing years, she had been a 
dreamer. “The dreams were unclear but I had an urge to 
become something.It was never about making my family, 
community, or the world proud but to make myself 
proud,” she said.

The concluding phase of the session was a question-
answer round, moderated by Dr Saxena. Several 
inquisitive students of DME Media School asked the 
guestquestions about her own inspirations, her 
suggestions for overcoming challenges in life and much 
more.

She shared the gist of her journey, from being in the NCC 
to getting into commercial flying to being a first-ever 
female commander. She also emphasized on the 
importance of facing one's challenges and fighting 
against all odds.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKkdeui3DQA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKkdeui3DQA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vaishnavi-nair-907a16202
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GhavpgaCkB4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GhavpgaCkB4
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sufia-mirza-84b164218
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2021
Convention of Media Students

DME Media School presents

UNITED INDIA   UNIQUE MINDS
October 11-13, 2021

3-day Convention of Media Students Vritika2021
inaugurated by Sheetal Rajput from News24 with
Dr Mara Mihaela Panaite from Romania

Vritika 2021- Convention of Media Students, organized by 
Delhi Metropolitan Education was inaugurated on the 
morning of October 11, in the presence of distinguished 
guest Ms Sheetal Rajput, Senior TV Journalist and News 
Anchor and Dr Mara Mihaela Panaite, Associate Lecturer, 
Transylvania University of Brasov, Romania. The fifth edition 
of Vritika, was a three-day event held from October 11-13, 
with “United India, Unique Minds” as its theme. 

Following a Ganesh Vandana performed by Vinayak Mishra 
and Ishpreet Singh, students of DME Media School, the 
inaugural ceremony began with the formal opening 
remarks by Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME 
Media School. While mentioning the idealization behind the 
event she said, “Vritika is an assembly of young fertile minds, 
unique minds who have a positive attitude and who want to 
bring a change with their youthfulness and high spirit.”

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media while 
addressing the gathering said, “Vritika is no doubt in a 
festival mood, but also with full seriousness and competitive 
spirit to build a professional media person out of the 
participants.”

Dr Krishna Pandey, Assistant Professor, DME Media School 
and one of the Faculty Convenors of Vritika presented a brief 

Kirti Mathur

note about the previous editions of Vritika and its 
evolution in these years while Dr Manasvi Maheshwari, 
Associate Professor, DME Media School briefed about the 
highlights of Vritika 2021.

Mr Aman Sahni, Vice Chairman, DME, also shared his 
views and added, “I have seen this festival grow from just a 
students' contest and competition to a much larger 
celebration of media.”

The inaugural session concluded with a vote of thanks 
presented by Dr Tinam Borah, Assistant Professor DME 
Media School. 

Dr Mara Mihaela Panaite, the distinguished guest from 
Romania emphasized and mentioned, “Children's 
education cannot be complete without media education 
as it helps in encouraging individuals to find their focus in 
society, and hence it should be a much more integral part 
of our nation as well as hold importance internationally.”

Ms Sheetal Rajputgave worthy advice to young and 
vibrant media aspirants. She said, “You are the 
instruments of change in the world and the hope lies in 
you. Be as neutral as possible and keep your heads high 
and, feet firm as a journalist.” 

https://youtu.be/7Raxe5Jgg44
https://youtu.be/7Raxe5Jgg44
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kirti-mathur-a71765216


Media students learn art of questioning
at Vritika2021

Mr Rangabashiam initiated the workshop by collecting his 
experiences while working for All India Radio (AIR) and 
Doordarshan. Then, with the help of an exciting presentation, 
he continued to explain the entire interviewing process, its 
basics and advances. He focused on being aware of the 
organisation's interest and doing background work, alongside 
being mindful of the current affairs and historical knowledge 
about the field in which the interview is to be taken.

On Day-1 of Vritika2021, a workshop on 'Interviewing Skills for 
Journalists' was conducted with senior Radio and TV Presenter, 
Mr S Rangabashiam as the resource person.

He explained various types of interviews and elucidated 
required skills to conduct these interviews. "While conducting 
an interview we need to keep in mind certain factors. You need 

Mohd. Kamil
Drishya Madhur
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to develop level of comfort to get answers to your questions 
but this needs to be done carefully," said the senior 
broadcaster. 

Later, a question-answer round was moderated by Dr Krishna 
Pandey, Assistant Professor, DME Media School. The guest 
interacted with students and clarified their queries, followed 
by a vote of thanks by Dr Pandey.

"Before interviewing someone, you must gather all the 
related information. Something as small as their initial is 
crucial in an interview to avoid embarrassment," said Mr 
Rangabashiam. Students benefited from the recordings of 
his previous live interviews that were telecast during the 
workshop. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/drishya-madhur-a716a6194
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mohd-kamil-627405179/


RJ Ankita from California elucidates nuances
of radio during workshop at Vritika2021

The second day of Vritika2021, organised by the Media School 
of Delhi Metropolitan Education (DME), began with a highly 
engaging Radio Jockeying workshop conducted by Ms Ankita 
Arya, an RJ at Radio Zindagi, San Francisco, USA, on October 
12.

In his introductory note, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and 
Dean, DME Media School, said, "It feels good to get connected 
beyond boundaries for an interactive and learning based 
endeavour." He added that radio is an intimate medium and 
the most effective tool of communication for the masses. 

RJ Ankita initiated the workshop by discussing the qualities of a 
radio jockey. She shared her experiences of taking interviews of 
celebrities as a beginner and also shared some tips on how to 
react promptly to the issues arising during a show.

The workshop continued with hands-on training for the 
participants, wherein RJ Ankita asked everyone to do a reading 
exercise. She made them understand how delivery of the 

Mohd Kamil
Swastika Mishra
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RJ Ankita, with her vast international exposure, gave valuable 
tips to the participants. During the session, she advised 
participants not to become copycats and develop their own 
styles of jockeying. 

In the closing remarks, Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, 
DME Media School, said, "Aspiring RJs should emphasise on 
good pronunciation, particularly for words with 'Nukta' and 
other Urdu words. For a radio personality, excellent 
pronunciation is a crucial virtue."

content at the right pace is vital in radio. RJ Ankita further 
asked participants to write a 30 second cut on 'Gali' without 
using abusive words in the script. The exciting exercise pulled 
participants' attention as they minutely noted all the aspects 
explained by the expert. The seasoned RJ further gave voice 
training by demonstrating humming and deep breathing 
exercises to improve participants' voice for radio.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/mohd-kamil-627405179/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/swastika-mishra-b45282216


Official Newsletter of DME Media School 

- 9 -

Originality is must for news anchors,
advises Jasleen Vohra at Vritika2021

Media aspirants from different colleges joined the News 

Anchoring Workshop at Vritika2021 on October 13 with Ms 

Jasleen Vohra, seasoned producer, anchor, commentator and 

writer, as the expert. 

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School 

spoke about Ms Jasleen Vohra's efforts and achievements 

throughout her life. “She's a well-known personality in the 

industry, and the students will get the opportunity to learn 

about news anchoring from someone like her,” he said. 

Ms Vohra emphasised on the significance of originality as a 

presenter or news anchor. She said that one should practice the 

script from line to line, so that flows like a conversation. “Your 

voice modulation should convey a story,” she added. The 

seasoned professional also stressed that one should never 

misrepresent the reality of the narrative. 

In conclusion, Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME 

Media School, expressed her thanks to the expert for a 

productive session and hoped that the students were 

motivated and learned new things.

Moderating the session, Ms Manmeet Kaur, Assistant 

Professor, DME Media School, expressed gratitude to Ms 

Jasleen Vohra for explaining the intricate aspects of 

anchoring to the benefit of budding media professionals.

Her address was followed by a question-and-answer round 

with the inquisitive students. In response to a student's 

comments, Ms Vohra said, “Asking questions about the 

interviewee's personal life violates his privacy, so they tend 

not to answer or answer vaguely, but if the interviewer asks 

genuine and relevant questions, respectfully and politely, 

there's no chance that the interviewee will ignore it.”

Vanshika Bali

https://www.linkedin.com/in/vanshika-bali-01b93a213/


Participants give riveting performances in
Colloquy-Interview Competition

The session was judged by Dr Hemant Kaushik, Associate Editor, 
News Nation, and Mr Naman Sharma, Senior Professional 
Samsung Research and Development India and Alumnus of 
DME, Media School. Dr Kaushik, discussed the challenges of 
taking an interview and gave valuable tips to the participants. Mr 

"Interviewing is a lot like talking, but you have to guide the 
conversation. You have to know what you want and go about 
getting it.” These words from American author, Anthony DeCurtis 
accurately describe the competition titled Colloquy organized at 
Vritika 2021 on its first day on October 11.

The participants appeared in pairs where one played the role of 
interviewer and another played the interviewee, depicting the 
characters of prominent personalities. Personalities chosen by 
the participants were Ruskin Bond, MS Dhoni, Neeraj Chopra, AR 
Rehman, and Shashi Tharoor. Students showcased their talent 
and performed exceptionally well.

Sufia Mirza

Students explore the movie maker within
Tanishka Tiwari

Competitions at Vritika2021 began with a pre-submission 
event on Mobile Film Making on October 11 where budding 
filmmakers presented their work . Judges for the 
competition included Dr Ankit Shamra, independent 
filmmaker and educator and Ms Chaitra Nambiar, alumna of 
DME Media School and former head of DME's photography 
society. 

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School to 
share her views on the artform. “Filmmaking is a journey 
from ideation to implementation,” she said. Showcasing this 
implementation, mobile-made films were presented on a 
variety of topics ranging from self-discovery to rape 
survivors, drug addiction, child labour, sexual orientations 
and so on.

Dr Ankit Sharma congratulated the organizing team and the 
participants for their efforts. He mentioned how stories 
need to be relevant, straightforward, and natural to leave an 
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Naman Sharma mentioned the critical analyses of all the 
performances and praised every participant for their efforts.

Results announced during the valedictory ceremony awarded 
the first position jointly tothe teams of Mrinal Rawat and 
Khushi Chaudhary & Anwar Hassan and Harshi Sharma of DME 
Media School;the second position was secured by Prakhar 
Srivastava and Powel Agnidiksha of KR Mangalam University; 
and the third position was secured by Diksha Kakkar and Teena 
Solanki of DME Media School.

Earlier, Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media 
School, welcomed the judges and briefed students about 
several nuances of conducting interviews.  

The completion concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr Krishna 
Pandey, Assistant Professor at DME and faculty coordinator for 
the event.

impact on the viewers. Ms Chaitra Nambiar also gave her 
feedback to the participants. Later, they declared Yash 
Sharma and Group of K. R. Mangalam University, 
Gurugram as the winner of the competition. The second 
position went to Prachi Bisht while the third position was 
awarded to Anoushka Jain from Delhi School of 
Journalism. 

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School, also addressed the gathering. “Mobile 
filmmaking allows us to make a film where ever and 
whenever we want to,” he mentioned in the context of 
covid restrictions. 

Mr Sachin Nair, Assistant Professor, DME Media School, 
thanked everyone for joining and summed up the event 
by quoting Jean-LucGodard, “Cinema is the most 
beautiful fraud in the world”.

https://youtu.be/A3u8cDR9z9U
https://youtu.be/A3u8cDR9z9U
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sufia-mirza-84b164218
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tanishkatiwari/


Media enthusiasts get quizzical at Vritika 2021

The quiz, conducted by Deepanshi Uppal, focused on current 
events in the world, as well as the numerous dimensions and 
roles of media. The quiz consisted of an intriguing series of 
questions and was subdivided into three rounds, each based on 
media history, new media, and current events. The quiz evaluated 
the participants' ability and awareness in several sectors of 

The advancement of science and the diffusion of information is 
the best aliment to true liberty. DME Media School hosted a 
media quiz for all media aficionados on October 11 as part of the 
three-day convention for media students – Vritika2021. Mr Mohit 
Kishore Vatsa, Assistant Professor, DME Media School, shared his 
thoughts on the most important features and roles of media in 
today's world. Instructions for the contest were read out for the 
participants to ensure seamless and fair conduct. 

Kalidas Sreenivas

'Unpopular Opinions' get voice at
 Slam Poetry competition
Swastika Mishra

On its first day, Vritika2021 witnessed young minds express 
several 'unpopular opinions' at the Slam Poetry 
Competition on October 11. Students from DME as well as 
other institutes participated in this event and recited their 
poems with much fervour and enthusiasm. They had chosen 
subjects like women empowerment, journey of life, sexual 
violence, emotional liberation, and many others. 

Guest judge for this event was Dr Ritu Dubey Tiwari, 
Principal of NISCORT, Vaishali and the alumni judge was Mr 
Yagya Pandey, currently a student of Master's in English 
Literature. After the performances, Dr Ritu expressed her 
pleasure on hearing some poems in Hindi. She also said, 
“Poets are thoughtful and sensitive beings. This enhances 
their creativity, allowing them to write heartfelt and 
profound poems.”Mr Pandey also shared his opinions on 
the art of writing poetry and said, “A poem expresses your 
identity, your thoughts, and your vision.”

Official Newsletter of DME Media School 

- 11 -

The team of Sukhmani Malhi, Yash Gupta & Sandipan 
Khandelwal from Symbiosis Institute of Media and 
Communication, Pune were declared the winners. The first and 
second runner up teams comprised of Priya Mishra, Rishabh 
Patel and Suchi Pathak and Akshita Sharma, Avni Jain and 
Anjali respectively. Both these teams were from DME. 

After the quiz, all of the participants were praised for their 
involvement, and the event was wrapped up with remarks from 
Ms Manmeet Kaur, Assistant Professor, DME Media School, 
who thanked the audience and participants for their time and 
effort, and the program came to a close. 

knowledge, and the participants promised enthusiastic and 
active involvement. 

The first position in this competition was bagged by 
Aashay Inamdar from Symbiosis Institute of Media 
&Communication. The second position was awarded to 
Ganga Verma of Guru Nanak Girls Sr. Sec. School while 
Aditya Singhal of Delhi Metropolitan Education bagged 
the third position. 

Pramod Pandey, Assistant Professor DME Media School 
delivered a vote of thanks and concluded the event 
formally

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School said, “The sense of society, thought, viewpoints, 
and good language all aid in the composition of a good 
poem.” 

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor, and Head, DME Media 
School, expressed her delight over the session and 
appreciated the involvement of the participants. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/swastika-mishra-b45282216
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEwdzRtOm3o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEwdzRtOm3o
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kalidas-sreenivas-164a25214
https://youtu.be/MhDKWpxL2Hg
https://youtu.be/MhDKWpxL2Hg


Print Ad Competition: A platform to
display wit and creativity

Participants from several institutions put forth their 
advertisements celebrating the theme 'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav' 
on Day 2 of Vritika2021 for the Print Ad competition. It was 
judged by Dr Anjuman Borah, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Mass 
Communication and Journalism, Tezpur University, Assam and 
Mr Ashutosh Kumar, alumnus of DME Media School who is 
currently working with the Economic Times.

A total of fourteen participants presented and elaborated on 
their ads, fully embracing the theme. Most of them had utilized 
Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator, and Corel Draw to create 
their works. After the presentations, both the judges gave their 

Vaishnavi Nair

Vritika2021 puts oratory skills to test
at RJ Hunt Competition
Nikita Taneja

Held live on the second day of Vritika2021 on October 12, 
the RJ Hunt contest witnessed the oratory talents of 
students from across different colleges in India. The 
participants were welcomed by Vaishnavi, a third-year 
student and Dr Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School. The 
competition required them to present a radio program on 
the theme Digital India for three-four minutes. 

Ms Garima Thareja, experienced radio jockey and Ms Divya 
Malhotra, alumna of DME Media School were judges of the 
competition, who took into consideration the content, 
concept and presentation skills to determine the winners. 
After listening to the many performances, both the judges 
offered valuable insights to all the participants on the art of 
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The session was concluded with remarks from Dr Susmita Bala, 
Head, DME Media School, followed by a vote of thanks by Dr 
Manasvi Maheshwari, Assistant professor, DME Media School.

feedback and suggestions about the finer points to keep in 
mind while preparing print ads. They then declared 
Shreemoyee Roychoudhury of Symbiosis Institute of Media 
and Communication as the winner. The second position went 
to R Nidharshana, also from Symbiosis Institute and the third 
position was awarded to Priyanka from KR Mangalam 
University. 

The first position went to Malavika Suresh of Symbiosis 
Institute of Media and Communication; the second 
position was awarded to Pooja Asnani from Chandigarh 
University; and Ankita Gogoi from Dibrugarh University, 
Assam received the third position in the competition. The 
session concluded with a vote of thanks by Ms Sukriti 
Arora, Asst. Professor, DME Media School.

RJing. “You must have a strong hold on the language of 
radio,” advised Ms Thareja. Ms. Divya told everyone to 
focus more on the audio instead of their presentation in 
front of the camera.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhDhM-r_pD8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhDhM-r_pD8
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vaishnavi-nair-907a16202
https://youtu.be/aM2ugweKqB4
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nikita-taneja-498454205
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aM2ugweKqB4


55 Fiction: Storytelling gets new avatar
at media convention

Dr Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School, welcomed the 
attendees along with Kunika Khurana, a third-year student. After 
an engaging round, the judges, Dr Mani Padma, a writer, doctor, 
and blogger, and Mr Hardeep Singh, a DME Media School 

On the second day of Vritika 2021, media practitioners and 
students were reminded that while books and papers may have 
been replaced by screens for some, the ideas have not ceased to 
spread! Fiction 55, a creative writing contest was held on October 
12with students from various institutions participating in the 
three-day media convention organized by DME Media School. 
The essence of the competition lay with the creative challenge of 
writing a fiction piece with 55 words on the theme – Celebrating 
the Differences.

Sayyed Taqui Haider

When in doubt, discuss and sort it out
Swastika Mishra

Young minds were provided a platform to deliberate on 
contemporary issues with aGroup Discussion Competition 
held on the second day of Vritika2021.The judges for the 
competition were Ms Yashasvika Yadav, Research Scholar, 
JNU and alumna of DME Media School, Ms Samriddhi 
Srivastava, currently working as a Senior Sub-Editor at India 
Today. 

The competition witnessed participation from numerous 
colleges. Participants were divided into different groups by 
the organisers.Presenting their arguments and opinions on 
topics like 'Legalising Homosexual Marriages in India', '21st-
century Feminism', 'Effects of Western Culture (good or 
bad)', and 'Trial by Media', all the groups presented 
interesting discussions. Post the discussions, the judges 
presented their feedback and comments. Ms Yadav 
remarked,“Group discussion is very important not just for 
the sake of competition but also in daily routine to know 
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alumnus, deliberated on the nature of creative writing and 
gave insights based on the individual performances of the 
participants.

Dr Mani emphasized on the distinctiveness of perspective and 
the originality of style and aesthetics, while Mr Hardeep 
remarked on the effective congruence and organic unity 
between the two among the writings. The winners were chosen 
after an analysis of the material, concept, and presenting skills. 
The first prize was awarded to R. Nidharshana from Symbiosis 
Institute of Media and Communication; the second position 
was shared between Drishya Madhur and Sufia Mirza of DME 
and the third position was awarded to Parthona Phukan from 
Tezpur University. 

other people's views as well”. Ms Samriddhi advised 
participants about the need to understand how one is 
going to cover the breaking news through the art of 
discussion.

The session was concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr 
Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School.

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School commented, “Group discussion is one such 
platform, competitive or not, where one has to reveal 
one's mind and has to be ready with numerous counters.”

The group comprising of Suramya Kaushik, Priya Mishra, 
Ananya and Pranjali Srivastava were declared the 
winners. The second prize was bagged by the group 
comprising of Tapasya Iyer, Prachi Bhatnagar and Akshita 
Sharma while the team comprising of Yukta Baid, Aryan 
Agrahari, Kritika Morya and Himani Sharma won the 
third position. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/swastika-mishra-b45282216
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKaElS5hDCE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKaElS5hDCE
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sayyed-taqui-haider-829267176
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAgr3EhzoHI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAgr3EhzoHI


Cartoon Making: Unheard voices
get a mic at Vritika2021

Vritika 2021, a three-day convention of media students, 
proceeded further with a Cartoon Making Competition on 
October 12. The competition required its participants to create 
meaningful artworks, whether digitally or by hand, on the theme 
'Unheard Voices'.

Judging this competition was Ms Deepika Dhawan, Marcom and 
Design Specialist and Research Scholar at Amity University, 
Noida, along with alumnus of DME Media School, Mr Punit 
Rajani, a guest relations professional. 

The participants showcased their works and elaborated on their 
interpretations of the theme. They also talked about their 
inspirations behind the cartoons. The topics chosen by them 
varied from Covid-19 to gender politics to marginalized sections 
of the society, amongst others. The cartoons were made on 
various mediums like Adobe Fresco, Acrylic colors and pencil 
scribbling. Their presentations were followed by a question-

Drishya Madhur

Students include the marginalized at
Digital Art competition
Swastika Mishra

Participants showcased some inspiring works of art on 
themes such as LGBTQA+ rights, class differences, global 
warming, racism, animal abuse and more. All entries 
received appreciation from the judges along with their 

Students of several colleges from across the country 
expressed their interpretations of “Including the Excluded” 
through art works in the Digital Art Competition on October 
12 at Vritika 2021.The competition invited entries prior to 
the event which were showcased during the live ceremony 
and judged by Mr Satyabrata Rai, experienced graphic 
designer and Ms Jenitta Sabu, alumna of DME Media 
School. 
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Later, Yash Sharma of KR Mangalam University, Gurugram was 
declared the winner; followed by Srishti Kathait and Priyanshi 
Pandey of DME at the second and third position respectively.  

Ms Dhawan expressed her appreciation for the efforts by every 
contestant and remarked, “the most important aspect is how 
creatively and effectively a cartoon has conveyed a message”. 
Mr Rajani also echoed her views and encouraged the 
participants to continue their great work. 

answer round with the judges where each of them received 
individual feedback. 

The session was concluded with the final remarks by Dr 
Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School who 
encouraged the students with her advices about the 
importance of self-assessment followed by a vote of thanks by 
Dr Tinam Borah, Assistant Professor. 

The entry from Drishya Madhur of DME Media School 
was conferred the first position in the competition. 
Second position went to Pragyanur Saikia from Sri 
Venkateshwara College while the third position was 
bagged by Himanshu Dabral of Chandigarh University. 

insightful feedback. Mr Rai explained how a digital artist 
lives inside everyone, one way or the other. Ms Sabu, on 
the other hand, gave her feedback about the use of new 
and different software for creation of digital art work. 

The session concluded with a vote of thanks by Ms 
Mudita Raj, Assistant Professor, DME Media School.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/swastika-mishra-b45282216
https://youtu.be/_IJuekZQ9ew
https://youtu.be/_IJuekZQ9ew
https://www.linkedin.com/in/drishya-madhur-a716a6194
https://youtu.be/JdfzqBU9lco
https://youtu.be/JdfzqBU9lco


'Monologue' Competition witnessed thought-
awakening, expressive performances

The competition witnessed some thought awakening, 
expressive and talented performances through a virtual 

On the third day of Vritika 2021, an exuberant 'Monologue' 
Competition was held, in which students from various 
institutes participated enthusiastically and showcased their 
talent on the theme, 'My viewpoint of India'. 

The judges for the competition were Dr Kim Arora, Associate 
Professor, Trinity Institute of Professional Studies (TIPS, 
Dwarka), and Ms Tanisha Tyagi, Accountant Executive, 
Column Inches, Alumni, DME Media School. Both the judges 
were welcomed by Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME 
Media School. 

Sufia Mirza

Photographers visit Reective Street
via camera lenses at Vritika2021
Rishabh Patel

Pictures spoke a thousand words at Reflective Street – the 
Photography Competition at Vritika2021 held on its final day, 
October 13 with participants from across the country 
presenting their technical and creative skills with a camera. 

Mr Ashraf Ali, Director of Photography at News 24, ISOMES 
and Mr Aman Deep Singh, alumnus of DME working as a 
photographer, videographer and video editor graced the 
occasion as the judges for the competition. 

The judges also asked the participants to explain their ideas 
behind their work and state the technical details of their 
photographs. They shared their feedback as well as 

Muskan Baweja, third-year student at DME Media School, 
welcomed an enthusiastic audience to the program and went 
on to present the many entries received from the participants. 
Each photograph was a unique interpretation of the theme – 
reflective street. 
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The competition concluded with a vote of thanks by Mr 
Mohit Kishore Vatsa, Assistant Professor, DME, and faculty 
coordinator for the event.

platform, leaving the audience amazed. Each student 
expressed their perspective on the theme, which was 
unique and thought-provoking. Dr Kim Arora and Ms 
Tanisha Tyagi shared their insights on the performances and 
declared Vinayak Mishra, Delhi Metropolitan Education, the 
winner of the competition. The second and third position 
were bagged by Jigayasa Khanna, Delhi Metropolitan 
Education and Aashay Inamdar, Symbiosis Institute of 
Media and Communication, respectively. 

suggestions. Mr Ashraf Ali remarked that his job of judging 
the best three has become tougher with so many entries to 
decide from. Mr Aman advised the contestants to keep the 
editing simple and minimal for better effects. “Try to 
maintain the rawness of pictures,” he remarked. 

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School, 
gave the concluding remarks. She spoke about the beauty 
of exclusive shots. She also appreciated the efforts of all 
the participants. Mr Sachin Nair, Assistant Professor, DME 
Media School, concluded the session with a vote of thanks.

The photograph by Anushka Banerjee of Apeejay Institute 
of Mass Communication was declared the winner in this 
event. Second position was bagged by Johnson 
Priyadarshi from Central University of Himachal Pradesh 
and Divya Rao from KR Mangalam University, Gurugram 
was awarded the third position. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/sufia-mirza-84b164218
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14Cyt-JZh_o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14Cyt-JZh_o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOzQSveAipQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOzQSveAipQ
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rishabh-patel-a91554214


Critical thinking put on display as
students review books and lms

Communicated effectively, a book or film review can impact the 
decision of audiences to indulge or not to indulge. Vritika2021 
tested the critical thinking skills of participants with a Book/Film 
Review Competition on October 13. Contestants reviewed a 
book or film of their choice and pre-submitted their entries in the 
form of a recorded video clip.

Students from different colleges of India participated in this 
event. They reviewed works such as Village Rockstars, Chehre, 
Tumbbad, and more. While most participants focussed on 
writing a good review, some also put forth elaborate videos and 
presentations.  

Ms Deepa, after reviewing each entry, said, “Each review was 
interesting but students need to include factors like writing style 

Judging the entries were Ms Deepa Zutshi, Assistant Professor, 
IIMM and Mr Suprabhash Yadav, alumnus of DME Media School. 
Ms Sukriti Arora, Assistant Professor, DME Media School was also 
included as an additional judge for the competition. 

Kirti Mathur 

To reserve or not to reserve, that is the debate
Anjali Pathak

An enthusiastic debate was carried out over the topic “Is 
Reservation in higher education relevantin India?” by the 
participants. While the participants arguing against the 
motion highlighted about the need to stop the practice of 
reservation based on caste and creed and instead give 
special opportunities to the economically backward 

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean and Professor, DME Media School 
welcomed the judges and students and commented about 
the importance of debate. “This is the most intense activity 
that can happen in the media world whether it's journalism 
or any other field, we have to have an analytical field where 
we can express our views,”he said. 

As part of the three-day media convention Vritika2021, DME 
Media School hosted a Media Debate on October 13. 
Judges for the competition were Dr Sarvesh Dutt Tripathi, 
Assistant Professor, USMC, GGSIPU and DME alumnus Mr 
Amaan Siddique, an anchor and photographer. 
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Suramya Kushik of Symbiosis Institute of Media and 
Communication bagged the first prize while Kalpajyoti Bhuyan 
of Tezpur University, Assam received the second. Mehak Arora 
of Punjab University was awarded the third position in the 
competition.

Mr Yadav said, “A film reviewer must talk about the director's 
thought process while making the movie to enhance the 
quality of their reviews.”

To conclude the competition, Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and 
Head, DME Media School said, “Reviews should always be 
precise and one must do it very minutely to do justice to the 
work.”

Adding to this, Ms Sukriti Arora remarked, “You must never 
reveal the climax or even the surprising details of a story.”

and compare books/films of the same genre. Talking about 
technical aspects of a movie is also must.” 

sections only, those speaking for the motion focused on 
the point that since caste-based discrimination still exists 
in the country, such minority groups have to be given 
reservation so that they can match up to the rest. Dr 
Tripathi asked relevant questions from each participant 
about their views. 

Priya Mishra from Delhi Metropolitan Education was 
declared the winner, while Suramya Kaushik of Symbiosis 
Institute of Media and Communication, Pune bagged the 
second position. Ananya Verma of Delhi Metropolitan 
Education secured the third position.

The session was moderated by Mr Pramod Kumar 
Pandey, Assistant Professor, DME Media School. It was 
concluded with a final vote of thanks by Dr Susmita Bala, 
Professor and Head, DME media School. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l5F0EX2Octc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l5F0EX2Octc
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kirti-mathur-a71765216
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anjali-pathak-302a32214
https://youtu.be/Jnm0V-6gRkE
https://youtu.be/Jnm0V-6gRkE


Vritika 2021 confers Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi Award
posthumously to Danish Siddiqui and Ashish Kumar
for Value-based journalism
Dr Krishna Pandey
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In its fifth edition, the organising committee of Vritika 
broke away from its tradition to conferred the prestigious 
Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi Award for Value-based 
Journalism posthumously to two noted journalists who 
laid down their lives in the line of duty. The award was 
bestowed upon Pulitzer Prize winner and photo 
journalist Mr Danish Siddique (41), who sacrificed his life 
while covering the conflict between Afghanistan forces 
and Taliban on July 16, 2021 and Mr Ashish Kumar (36), a 
senior TV journalist who laid down his life while 
performing his editorial responsibilities towards truth 
and well-being of citizens during COVID 19 crisis on May 
1, 2021. 

A man who was known for capturing some of the 
defining moments of history through his camera lenses, 
Mr Danish Siddiqui was conferred the GSV award during 
the valedictory function of Vritika by Mr Aman Sahni, Vice 
Chairman, DME, on Oct 13. The award was received by his 
father Dr Mohammad Akhtar Siddiqui, a retired Professor 
of Education, IASE, Faculty of Education, Jamia Millia 
Islamia University, Jamia Nagar, New Delhi on his behalf.

Sharing his memories of Danish from his student days 
was Prof (Dr) Iftekhar Ahmed, former Director of MCRC 
Jamia and former Director of FTII Pune. Dr Iftekhar 
reminisced how Danish metamorphed from a sincere 
and shy boy to a confident one in university and how he 

The award is a recognition accorded to a journalist for 
his/her outstanding work by presenting him/her a 
citation. More than one journalist is chosen for this award 
every year. This award is formally conferred on a 
journalist in the Valedictory function of Vritika.

One of the highlights of the mega event Vritika, 
organized by DME Media School every year since 2017 is 
the Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi Awards that is conferred 
on outstanding journalists for value-based Journalism. 
The GSV award presented to media professionals for 
their extraordinary achievements was initiated in 2019 in 
the name of noted freedom fighter, crusader, activist and 
journalist, Shri Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi (1890-1931). It 
aims at promoting inclusive and rational journalism with 
critical thinking outlook. 

Paying tribute to his son, Dr Mohammad Akhtar Siddiqui 
said that the media fraternity has been deprived of a very 
versatile personality in the form of Danish Siddiqui. 
“World over his work is being recognized in one form or 
the other. I hope his life and work will inspire the young 
journalists to work for the cause of the humanity and his 
legacy will continue further,” he said.

When the darkness shrouds, it is the torch-bearer who stands tall

Profile of Mr Danish Siddiqui

Mr Danish Siddique  led  the National Reuters Multimedia 
team in New Delhi. He won the Pulitzer Prize for Feature 
Photography, as part of the Reuters team, for documenting 
the Rohingya Refugee Crisis in the year 2018. He also won 
third position in the Arts and Culture Category at the Sony 
Worldwide Photography Awards 2013 and Hong Kong 25th 
Human Rights Press Awards 2021. His work on COVID-19 
crisis titled "Documenting India's Greatest Healthcare Crisis” 
was also exhibited in the prestigious Visa pour l'Image 
photojournalism festival held in August 2021 at Perpignan, 
France.  

As a photojournalist, Danish covered stories across India, 
countries in Asia, Europe and Middle East. His prominent 
works included covering the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
Rohingya refugee crisis, Hong Kong protests and Nepal 
earthquake.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/krishna-pandey-60b7913/
https://youtu.be/glSbA6KgiIE
https://youtu.be/glSbA6KgiIE
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Profile of Mr Ashish Kumar

Mr Ashish Kumar was working as News Editor with India 
Ahead. He was a Covid frontline worker and Corona 
warrior who fought with highest journalistic spirit of serving 
the society. He had a diverse and rich experience having 
worked in newsrooms of organisations like Republic TV, 
WION, NewsX, India Today, NDTV and Zee Business. He 
believed in planning communication and content in a 
manner that all representatives of the society are given a 
free space to express their issues and opinions. 

As a journalist, Mr Ashish Kumar covered stories of 
various beats across India. His prominent skills included 
news writing, scripting and planning. He also had hands-
on experience in newsroom management, social media 
campaigns and creative supervision.

Ms Ananya Dasgupta, another colleague of Ashish spoke 
about Ashish as a backbone of the channel. She 
emphasized on his meticulous planning and hands on 
approach to solving problems of the newsroom.

would provide a helping hand to anyone in need. “His 
photographs depicted the humanitarian considerations 
and rare human gestures and expressions and was highly 
appreciable. He was not only an excellent photographer 
but became an excellent academic discipline himself,” he 
said.    

Mr Amish Devgan, Managing Editor, News18 India, also 
reminisced Ashish as a hard-working person with a 
passion to achieve something in life.

Another of Danish's colleague who worked closely with 
him in Reuters, Ms Saumya Khandelwal said “Danish was 
one of the finest journalists we ever had. He has 
produced some iconic images of the time that represent 
history.”

Ms Priyanka Kumar was joined by Mr Ankit Paliwal, input 
editor with Republic TV and who had worked with Mr 
Ashish. Mr Paliwal remembered Mr Ashish Kumar fondly 
and recounted his experiences with him. He shared 
various instances and said that he was Mr Kumar was 
always there for the people in need. He shared how he 
stood for everyone and ensured that everyone gets what 
they need “I never saw him disturbed or perturbed with 
any situation or circumstances. He was always smiling,” 
Mr Paliwal said.

Danish Siddique's professional colleagues too came 
forward to express their views and their memories of 
him. One of them was Mr Abbas Muzaffar, an Electronic 
Media and Digital Media professional who had known 
Danish through his works. “His works are unparallel. He is 
the most deserving personality by virtue of bringing 
laurels to the country,” he said.

A covid frontline worker and a corona warrior who 
fought with the highest journalistic spirits and ethos of 
serving the society, Mr Ashish Kumar was conferred the 
GSV award by Honourable Justice Bhanwar Singh, 
Director General, DME. On his behalf, the award was 
received by his wife Ms Priyanka Kumar, a TGT with Amity 
International School, Vasundhara.  Ms Kumar fondly 
remembers her husband Ashish as a fighter and a 
passionate media person who would handle all day –to-
day work related issues with ease. “I thank the entire 
team of Media school, DME who recognized the talent 
and contribution of Ashish,” she said

Danish's close friend and colleague, Mr Manish Swarup 
an accredited photo-journalist, working with The 
Associated Press, New York-based wire agency in New 
Delhi paid his tribute by saying that “We all do 
photography but very few rise to the level of Danish. We 
have been together on many assignments and I have 
been impressed by his simplicity and hard work. He 
would always aspire for something new, unique and 
different from others. That is Danish I know”.

https://youtu.be/glSbA6KgiIE


3-Day mega event Vritika 2021- Convention of
Media Students concludes on a high note

Mr Aman Sahni, Vice Chairman, DME, in a video message, 

During the event, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, 
DME Media School, emphasised that this year was more on 
learning than festivities. “We would continue to raise the 
standards of Vritika in coming years”, he added.

At the end of three days filled with discussions, deliberations, 
debates and high-spirited competition of media students 
across the country, Vritika 2021- Convention of Media 
Students was concluded with a valedictory ceremony on 
October 13. The three-day event saw the participation of over 
200 students from 26 institutions in 15 competitive events 
and 3 exclusive workshops. 

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School, 
appreciated the efforts of the organising team. “Vritika has 
entered the fifth year and we wish to develop more in the 
future with more learning opportunities”, she said.

Dr Tinam Borah
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Shiv Dhawan and Muskan Baweja, student representatives 
of the Vritika organising team presented a report of the 
three-day gala event. Towards the end, winners for the 
different competitive events during the three days of the 
festivities were announced by Dr Tinam Borah, Assistant 
Professor, DME Media School and Faculty Convener, Vritika.  

congratulated all the participants and coordinators for the 
success of the event. “I expect a bigger event in Vritika 
2022”, he said.

The valedictory function ended with a cultural program 
wherein students of DME presented various performances. 
A special face-painting performance by Mr Runal 
Rajbongshi, an artist from Tezpur, Assam and a sitar recital 
by Mr Suhel Saeed Khan, renowned Sitar artist from 'Dilli 
Gharana' were the highlights of the cultural program.

Valedictory Ceremony

https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-tinam-borah-68843433
https://youtu.be/glSbA6KgiIE
https://youtu.be/glSbA6KgiIE
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