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In her welcome address, Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and 
Dean, DME Media School, said, “College is a place where 
studies and fun go hand in hand. I hope you all will make full 
use of this opportunity”. 

The audience was then engaged in an exciting game of 'Guess 
the Movie' by Aaryan Kutthi and Nandini Shrivastava, 
second-year students. As popular dialogues were displayed 
on the screen, enthusiastic students guessed the movie 
names. This was followed by an energetic dance performance 
by Mrinal Rawat, Suhani Sarin, Navisha Sharma, MS 
Divyasri, and Tamanna Bajaj- second-year students. 

The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. 
DME Media School celebrated this stepping moment for the 
new Batch of 2021 of BA(JMC) with Welcome Esteemed 
Buddies (WEB) 3.0, the official freshers event, on December 
9 and 11 in the hybrid mode.

The first segment of this event was a preliminary round for the 
contest of Mr and Ms BA(JMC) held in the college campus on 
December 9. Students who registered for the contest 
gathered in the Amphitheatre to showcase their talents in 
singing, dancing, poetry, and more. Next, they walked the 
ramp for a fashion show, presenting their suave styles to the 
audience. Dr Krishna Pandey, Associate Professor; Mr Pramod 
Kumar Pandey and Mr Mohd Kamil, Assistant Professors, 
DME Media School, judged these two rounds. The judges 
shortlisted four boys and four girls for the final round. 

On December 11, the event continued with Priya Mishra and 
Mrinal Rawat, second-year students, warmly welcoming new 
faces. Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School, enlightened the freshers with his thoughts. He said, 
“You have come to a place that provides a cordial, conducive, 
and amicable atmosphere for learning and growth. It is our 
resolve, here, to do something good for ourselves and the 
society.” 

WEB 3.0

Esteemed buddies of Batch 2021 receive exciting
welcome to DME Media School

Nikita Taneja
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Aditya Gusain

With a cheerful disposition, Sakshi describes herself as a 
strong-willed and enthusiastic person who is always up for a 
challenge. She is a trained classical singer and loves to hum 
in her free time. She has joined the course of journalism 
hoping to utilize her skill and interest of interacting with 
others. It is her goal in life to work towards education of 
underprivileged girls. 

Aditya is a friendly personality and likes to maintain a 
positive aura in his surroundings. An enthusiastic singer and 
dancer, he enjoys performing on stage. He wishes to improve 
these hobbies to make the most out of them. Behind joining 
BA(JMC), his passion is to pursue media research and 
become an acclaimed journalist. He is particularly inclined 
towards reporting and analysing defence sector. 

This eventful day reached its pinnacle as Dr Susmita Bala 
announced the title winners - Aditya Gusain as Mr 
BA(JMC) and Sakshi Mishra as Ms BA(JMC).

Dr Manasvi Maheshvari, Associate Professor, DME Media 
School and Program Leader of the new batch, concluded the 
event with her remarks. She said, “It is a matter of great 
pride that amidst this pandemic, seniors have arranged 
eventful freshers for the new batch.”

Sakshi Mishra

Freshers were filled with excitement as the much-awaited 
final round of Mr and Ms BA(JMC) began. This was a 
question-answer round wherein Dr Saxena and Dr Bala 
quizzed the students about their aspirations and visions for 
real and hypothetical scenarios. While the decision was 
being made, Aaryan Kutthi hosted another game called 
'Complete the Meme' in which the audience was shown 
half a meme template and asked to complete the rest. 

Mr BA (JMC)

Ms BA (JMC)

https://youtu.be/xMa4YxNKClg
https://youtu.be/xMa4YxNKClg
https://dme.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=83eb979e2760babaf8422fe32&id=50b49a2533
https://dme.ac.in/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nikita-taneja-498454205
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Students of Media School lift the veil off CIFFI 2021
Shreya Jha

Ms Manmeet Kaur, Assistant Professor, DME Media 
School and Associate Director, CIFFI, welcomed 
everyone and briefed the audience about the journey 
of this cinematic rejuvenation. “The voyage of this 
festival started in July 2021 and today it has reached 
this destination with the painstaking efforts of our 
organizing team of students and faculty members,” 
she remarked.

Curtain on the third edition of Cineaste International 
Film Festival of India - CIFFI 2021 was raised on 
December 14 at a virtual gathering to give the 
audience a whiff of the week-long festival starting on 
the next day. CIFFI is the World's first seven-day hybrid 
film festival organized by educational institutes of two 
countries – DME Media School of Delhi Metropolitan 
Education, Delhi NCR, India in association with School 
of Communications and Creative Arts, Deakin 
University, Melbourne, Australia.

Tanishka Tiwari, student of second-year and host for 
the day, joined the event from Studio 62 and 

interacted with the various teams behind organising 
the film festival. She first approached the screening 
team of second-year students to shed light on their 
work. Its member, Kalidas Sreenivassaid, “The 
procedure was not just about watching and shortlisting 
films for the Jury, but also involved cataloguing over 
3000 entries.”Other members of the team, Siddharth 
Pawar, Jigyasa Khanna and Nitin Guptatalked about 
the inspirational creativity of filmmakers and their 
criteria for shortlisting the entries through a rigorous 
process. 

Mihir Singh, student of second-year from the social 
media team said, “We kept posting reels with trending 
music and updated the page regularly to promote 
CIFFI across different platforms.” Whereas, Sayyed 
Taqui Haider, a member of the technical team stated, 
“We have our systems ready for the upcoming ten 
days. It is going to be a challenge to keep people from 
different countries connected in this hybrid mode but 
we are geared up for it.”

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
SchoolandFestival Director, CIFFI expressed his 
enthusiasm. He said, “It is a matter of pride for us that 
our students are at the forefront of organizing this 
event. We are excited for the upcoming opportunity of 
fun and learning.”

Reiterating the thoughts, Dr Susmita Bala, Professor 
and Head, DME Media School and Chief Associate 
Director, CIFFI said, “I am very excited for the festival 
beginning tomorrow. The hard work of our students is 
visible in every aspect of this event.”

Nandini Srivastava, second year student and co-host 
of the day, caught hold of the cultural team amidst 
their practice. Nayana Parameswaran, third-year 
student, informed, “We have prepared several 
dances, songs for the audience, but not everything can 
be revealed to keep the mystery alive.”

Ms Manmeet Kaur marked the conclusion of the 
Curtain Raiser with her best wishes to the team and a 
vote of thanks to all. 
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https://youtu.be/qnOE2P0QMOY
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Prof. Atakav from UK discusses storytelling as means of change
Drishya Madhur

DME Media School welcomed Prof. Eylem Atakav, 
University of East Angela, United Kingdom, as she 
delivered the BG Verghese Lecture on the 'Impact of 
creative practice research in film and media studies' 
on December 1, 2021. 

Prof. Atakav initiated with a presentation describing 
her experiences of being a filmmaker and a 
storyteller through which she aims to bring social, 
political, and cultural changes. In particular, she 
talked about feminist film theories and practices in 
the context of books and films like Persepolis by 

The session began with the opening remarks of Dr 
Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School. He said, “While filmmaking is considered a 
hands-on subject, its theory and research is equally 
significant for making effective films and that is the 
focus of today's lecture.”

The senior academician presented examples from 
two of her documentaries titled 'Growing up 
married' and 'Lifeline', which showcase issues of 
child abuse and working on the frontline during 
covid in the UK. She mentioned that collecting real 
experiences from women made the projects 
worthwhile. “Women who are silenced, whose 
stories are marginalised, when they speak, they 
become the agents of change,” she said. 

Marijane Satrapi. She discussed a module on 
Women, Islam and Media in the News, introduced 
by her in the UK and the response she received from 
the public. “The images that were used by media in 
reporting about this module and comments from the 
public became case studies for my classroom 
discussions,” she remarked. 

Throughout the lecture, Prof. Atakav touched upon 

The session had a question-answer round with the 
audience, moderated by Ms Manmeet Kaur, 
Assistant Professor, DME Media School. After an 
insightful interaction with the students, the session 
was concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr Susmita 
Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School.

several social issues and highlighted the role of 
academicians in bringing change. She reiterated, 
“Whether we are students or faculty, our role is that 
of agents of positive change. My method of doing it 
has been through consolidating feminist research 
and activism through storytelling and story-
capturing.” Concluding her presentation, she 
persuaded the students to be proactive in working 
towards such goals. 

BG Verghese Lecture of December 2021

Induction Plus session for new students and parents

Manasvi Maheshwari

Dr Manasvi Maheshwari, Associate Professor, 
provided an overview of things. She explained about 
various subjects that students will be undertaking, 
clubs and societies they can opt for, and various 
events conducted here. She also informed about the 
teaching pedagogy at the Media School.

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, talked about 
how the faculty helps the students sharpen their 
skills and prepare them for the industry. She assured 

DME Media School conducted a special online 
session 'Induction Plus' for the newly admitted 
students of Batch 2021 and their parents on 
December 11.This was an effort to ensure that 
students who joined the program late do not miss 
out on crucial information. 

that students will be given extra classes to cover the 
syllabus and encouraged parents to interact with the 

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, 
emphasised that students undertaking BA(JMC) 
programme should read newspapers daily. He 
advised them to watch films and to observe the 
intricacies in order to enhance their creativity. He 
stressed on the industry-academia interface and 
explained how events at DME provide a variety of 
learning opportunities beyond classrooms to the 
students. 

teachers through monthly parent-mentor meetings 
and be actively involved in their wards' progress.

The session concluded with a question-answer 
round. 
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RJ Rhicha unplugs radio broadcasting and podcasting
Kirti Mathur

To begin the session, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and 
Dean, DME Media School, briefly narrated his experience 
of 40 years with radio and outlined its significance. He 
said, “It is an intimate medium with the farthest reach, 
which has been loved by generations of listeners. Its 
popularity is now growing further through podcasting.” 

RJ Rhicha addressed the gathering with some anecdotes 
of her journey, starting as an intern with barely any 
knowledge of radio to reaching her current stature of a 
professional. “The key to becoming a successful RJ is 
being real and making the content as raw as possible. 
These qualities will persuade the listeners to hear you 

On December 2, DME Media Schoolhosted a Students 
Induction Program with RJ Rhicha, a renowned podcaster 
and youtuber, as the resource person to discuss changes 
in the new era of “Radio unplugged: from broadcasting 
to podcasting”.

time and again,”she suggested. 

Discussing the future of radio broadcasting and 
podcasting, the expert mentioned, “Radio will never die 
because it has an element of surprise and is very intimate 
and charming. It will always hold a special place in 
people's lives whereas podcasting is yet to reach its full 
potential. And hence, these two can never be pitted 
against each other.”

Students were informed about the basics of content 
presentation for podcasting. The expert mentioned that 
podcasting is a more intense medium compared to radio 
broadcasting. She said, “You must focus on issues close 
to your heart. It need not cover only grave matters but 
anything that is insightful and focussed. That way you 
can create niche, more relatable content for your 
audience.” 

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media 
School, who has experience of over three decades with 
the industry, appreciated RJ Rhicha for the interactive 
session. Concluding the session, she said, “Radio will 
teach you to modulate the voice and present your stories 
to the masses while infusing information with a lot of 
entertainment.”

Dr Tinam Borah, Assistant Professor, DME Media School, 
announced the opening of the stage for students to 
interact with the guest. RJ Rhicha provided insightful 
answersto queries about audience engagement, career 
building, moneymaking and getting fame in this 
profession. She suggested the aspiring students to 
remember, “An RJ is not a star or a diva but a friend. If 
you succeed in befriending your audience, consider it a 
victory.”

Cinema: An evolving landscape of storytelling

Vanshika Bali

The fourth episode of Session Induction Program 2021 
was dedicated to a discourse on Changing landscape of 
cinema in post-COVID scenario, graced by Dr Vikrant 
Kishore, Senior Lecturer in Screen and Design, Deakin 
University, Melbourne, Australia as the guest speaker. 
Held on December 3, the session's aim was to apprise 
students about evolutions in the film and entertainment 
industry across borders. 

Setting the stage for an elaborate discussion, Dr Kishore 

DrAmbrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School, recounted the path of SIP 2021 organised thus 
far. He said, “It is our endeavour to help our students 
understand the fields of media they are studying about. 
Dr Kishore is abreast with knowledge of developments in 
cinema and allied industries from around the world, 
which our students would benefit from.”

The seasoned film academician pointed out a shift 
towards short-storytelling methods and towards vertical 
filmmaking. He explained, “Mobiles offer the smallest 
screens, which are handy and the involvement of user is 
greater. This has given driven the popularity of vertical 
screens through platforms like Tik-Tok and Insta Reels. 
Following trends or creating one's original matter is all 
part of the social media content creation process now.”

mentioned how platforms like OTTs, which were slowly 
gaining popularity, experienced a “knee-jerk reaction to 
the changed scenario during the pandemic.” He 
described how a rise in their demand took cinema into 
people's homes where smaller screens substituted for the 
multiplexes.

Making an observation about audience preferences, Dr 
Kishore remarked, “Even when cinema halls started 

The floor was opened for a question-answer round with 
students, moderated by Dr Manasvi Maheshwari, 
Associate Professor, DME Media School. Students 
discussed a myriads of subjects like piracy, film 
economics, and need for censorship on digital film 
platforms, with the expert. 

The insightful session came to a conclusion with the 
remarks of Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME 
Media School. She said, “Students must keep striving for 
enhancing their creativity and work hard towards 
creating masterpieces as suggested by Dr Kishore.”

reopening, many preferred to wait for the film to be 
released on OTT platforms rather than going out. It 
doesn't imply that theatres have become obsolete; they 
are still preferred for big budget films with a star cast, 
elaborate graphics, and blockbuster songs.” 
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Nadim Asrar from Al Jazeera explains journalistic
challenges in digital space

Anjali Pathak

To enlighten students about News in the Digital Space 
and New Normal of Journalism, DME Media School 
organized a Student Induction Program on December 4 
with Mr Nadim Asrar, South Asian Editor, English Online 
Al Jazeera as the guest speaker.

Introducing the session, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor 
and Dean, DME Media School, said, “Digital journalism 
has existed for quite some time but its growth became 
exponential since the pandemic. We believe that only a 
man of Mr Asrar's prowess can provide deep insights into 
this new normal.”

Mr Asrar agreed with Dr Saxena and added that this “new 
normal” was only for a small section of the society. “The 
pandemic brought us to face the actual digital divide in 

The expert speaker made astute observations about pros 
and cons of this rising phenomena. He said, “Digital 
spaces are open to all. Unhindered access to technology 
has resulted in a rise of citizen journalism but it has also 
allowed some people to use these tools for propaganda 
under the pretence of news.” He added that journalists 
face the challenge of a faster news cycle wherein it is 

our country. The best of statistics suggests that internet 
penetration in India is no more than 50 percent at 
present and that is a concern for digital journalism,” he 
mentioned. He iterated the importance of being 
constantly aware of this digital divide to ensure that 
steps are taken towards inclusion of those without access 
to the internet. 

During the interactions with students and faculty 
members, Mr Asrar elaborated the skills needed for a 
journalist in the digital space and the opportunities one 
can make use of. He guided the students about 
determining news value of information and coverage of 
sensitive issues without bias.  

critical to maintain speed with accuracy. “Factual news 
has to be presented quickly before false information 
makes its way to the audience,” he mentioned. 

The session ended with a vote of thanks by Dr Susmita 
Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School. “One of 
the most important takeaways from Mr Asrar's talk is 
that basics of journalism remain the same whether 
digital or in traditional media,” she concluded. 

Don't become a tool for someone's propaganda,
advises TV anchor Ajay Kumar

Sukriti Arora

Mr Kumar started the session tracing the history of news 
broadcasting in India and the various challenges it has 
faced so far. He said, “Broadcast media is facing stiff 
competition from social media platforms as a lot of 

Opening up the session, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor 
and Dean, DME Media School, said, “Even in the digital 
age, television news has its sanctity maintained. We 
would like to hear from Mr Ajay Kumar about how this 
industry is keeping the audience engagement alive.”

The final interaction of Students Induction Program 
(SIP-2021), organized by DME Media School on 
December 4, discussed the Contemporary trends in TV 
journalism and people's response with Mr Ajay Kumar, 
Managing Editor and Anchor, India TV as the guest 
speaker.

information is being peddled through there. One has to 
shuffle between all these layers of information to form a 
considered opinion for the viewers.”

The veteran journalist spoke unabashedly about the 
biases present within media and urged the students to 
check the facts thoroughly before making or 
disseminating any opinions, “otherwise you are just 
becoming a tool of propaganda for someone else.” He 
stressed on the role of journalism as a means of 
achieving larger public good, quoting the concept of 
dharma from the Bhagwat Geeta. 

The floor was then opened for students to talk with Mr 
Kumar and clarify their doubts. They spoke with him 
about fake news, about media as the fourth pillar of 
democracy, about his own work in the past and ideals of 

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media 
School, then wrapped up the session with a vote of 
thanks, expressing “I am happy to see that Mr Kumar 
focussed on the ethics of journalism, which motivated 
our students for their future in this field.” 

journalism in the present era. Mr Kumar advised the 
students to disassociate themselves from opinionated 
discussions and only focus on the facts. He pointed out 
that media can only have two kinds of ownerships – 
government or private. “A government news channel 
will inadvertently be pro-establishment while a private 
news outlet will keep its business interests at the front. 
Navigating through this scenario while fulfilling your 
responsibility would be the biggest challenge of all,” 
he concluded. 
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Remembering Vinod Dua, flagbearer of
courageous journalism in India

Sukriti Arora

Veteran journalist, Mr Vinod Dua breathed his last on 
December 4 after a prolonged battle with post-covid 
health complications. His was a fearless voice even 
amidst diminishing standards of journalism in India. 
Honouring his contributions to the field, DME Media 
School paid tribute to his hallmark journey of courage 
and integrity on December 8 at a virtual session, aptly 
christened as 'Vinod Dua: A non-conformist journalist.'

Dr Manasvini Yogi, OSD Delhi School of Journalism, 
University of Delhi, and Mr Vijay Trivedi, Editor, 
UNIVARTA were the esteemed guests on the program. 
They talked extensively about the late Padma Shri 
awardee and recounted several anecdotes that made 
him a national treasure.

Dr Yogi reminisced her time with Mr Dua during their 
college days. She recalled, “Vinod was a lively 
personality with brilliant talent up his sleeves. He was 
quite popular for playing the mouth organ back 
then.”Discussing his contributions to academics, she 
added, “It wouldn't be an exaggeration to say that he 
was the backbone of mass media studies in DU. The 
course of BMMMC would not have been possible 

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School remembered Mr Dua as a supportive and 
encouraging person. Citing the brief experiences of 
working with him, Dr Saxena said, “Vinod ji was always 
available to help and guide any new journalist who 
wanted to learn the ropes of this field.” He added that 
the veteran broadcaster laid the foundation of 
courageous journalism when the country needed it the 
most. “We are eternally indebted to his contributions,” 
he said. 

Looking back at the time spent with him, Mr Trivedi 
recalled the ground-breaking magazine – Parakh, 
introduced by Mr Vinod Dua back when Doordarshan 
was the only popular medium of news consumption in 
India. He said, “Vinod ji gave me a very important 
lesson in journalism which I will never forget – he said, 
dare to ask. And he walked this talk by asking difficult 
questions when others didn't.” 

The session continued as students in the audience put 
forth questions about the personal and political 
ideologies of the departed journalist and the 

without his guidance.”

The session concluded with the hope that the coming 
generations will take forward Mr Vinod Dua's legacy of 
courageous journalism and revolutionize the field of 
modern journalism in India.

inspirations they can take from his work. Dr Yogi 
responded, “His journalism, though unabashed, never 
pointed to any political ideology. That is something 
every new age media person should learn from his 
work.” Answering the same set of questions, Mr Trivedi 
remarked, “He was a brave and liberal man who 
instilled the same values in his daughters. The balance 
he struck between his personal and professional life 
was impeccable.”

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media 
School paid her homage to the late broadcaster and 
spoke about his impactful screen presence. She 
remarked, “Dua ji's command over the languages was 
a gold mine for any journalist; especially at a time 
when TV journalism is dangling on the edge with words 
losing their meaning. His choice of words and 
pronunciations set his shows apart.”

Born in a refugee colony in Delhi, he was a fearless journalist and a pioneer of the field who 
worked extensively in broadcast media with Doordarshan and NDTV India. He was the first 
broadcast journalist to receive the Ramnath Goenka Excellence in Journalism Award in 1996. 
In 2008, he was conferred the Padma Shri for Journalism by the Government of India. 
Janvani, Khabardar, Zaika India Ka, Chunav Chunauti and the Vinod Dua Show were some of 
his most noteworthy programs.
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Harnaaz Sandhu breaks dry spell of 21 years for
India at Miss Universe Pageant

Drishya Madhur
Sukriti Arora

“Chak de phatte, India! Chak de phatte!!” she exclaimed 
in her native languageas the first candid expression of 
victory after the contest and proudly owned her cultural 
l ineage at  the in ternat ional  s tage.  Who i s 
HarnaazSandhu and how did she reach this pinnacle of 
success? Let's find out.

Born in Gurdaspur District of Punjab to parents Pritampal 
Singh, a realtor and Rabinder Kaur, a gynaecologist, she 
moved to Chandigarh at an early age and completed her 
education here. Shewas pursuing a master's degree in 
public administration and also dabbling with brief stints 
of acting and modelling. She began competing in 
pageantry as a teenager and won titles such as Miss 
Chandigarh 2017, Max Emerging Star India 2018 and 
Miss Diva 2021, which paved the way for her to represent 
India on the international platform. 

Life and Persona

Harnaaz is an ardent supporter of women rights and 
wishes to advocate body positivity and mental wellbeing. 

Actor and model, Harnaaz Kaur Sandhu of India did the 
entire country proud by winning the coveted title of Miss 
Universe 2021 at the 70th edition of the contest held in 
Eilat, Israel, on December 13. With her victory, the 21-
year-old became the third Indian to win this title after 
Susmita Sen in 1994 and Lara Dutta in 2000.

Harnaaz Sandhu said that she wished to inspire other 
women, just as she had been inspired by the pageant 

The unseen efforts

While the world sees a beauty queen waving with suave, 
the preparation and hard work which goes into creating 
this persona must also be recognized. After winning the 
title of Miss Diva 2021, Harnaaz had only 74 days to 
prepare for the Miss Universe contest. In her many 
interviews with the media, she disclosed how a team of 
experts was by her side at every step. She received 
training for communication skills, voice crafting,ramp 
walking, fitness, hair, makeup, skincare, and what not. 
Most importantly, she received mentoring about issues of 
importance and keeping her morale high throughout the 
challenge. 

During the introductory rounds, Harnaaz described 
herself as, “A young girl with fragile mental health who 
faced bullying and body shaming to a woman who 
emerged like a phoenix, realising her true potential. 
From an individual who once doubted her own existence 
to a woman who is aspiring to inspire the youth. Today, I 
stand proudly in front of the Universe as a courageous, 
vivacious and compassionate woman who is all set to 
lead a life with a purpose, and to leave behind a 
remarkable legacy.”

winners before her. Young women of DME Media School 
share what her victory means to them. 

- Sajal Mishra

“I had been closely following the pageant news 
and watched the program live. It was an 
emotional moment to see her get crowned. I find it 
very reassuring that India and the world are 
recognizing the diversity in definitions of beauty.” 

- Shubhi Kumar

“When I look at her, I want to be her. She said 
some very meaningful things on that stage. There 
was confidence and style and love for her country, 
all of which was inspirational for a young girl like 
me. I feel very proud.”

“It is a moment of pride for me to see an Indian girl 
achieving such success on a world forum. It 
encourages me to be an achiever like her.”

- Tulsi Tiwari

- Shagun

“She won the title because she believed in herself. 
I look forward to inculcating the same confidence 
in myself.”
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Dr. Ambrish Saxena

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School and Director, International Relations at DME, 
provided consultancy for this workshop. Professor Jaishri 
Jethwaney, Senior ICSSR Research Fellow at ISID 
(Institute for Studies in Industrial Development) and 
former Professor Indian Institute of Mass Communication 

Delhi Metropolitan Education (DME) organised this 
workshop by providing academic input and taking care of 
the training resource. This workshop was supported by 
the International Programme for the Development of 
Communication (IPDC), Communication and Information 
Sector, Sustainable Development Goals, UNESCO. 

Academic Support by DME

A week-long workshop on 'Strengthening a Gender 
Sensitive Media Environment in Maldives' was organised 
in Male, the national capital of Maldives on November 
21 – 25, 2021. This workshop was conceived and 
planned by Addu Women's Association (AWA) of 
Maldives in collaboration with the Ministry of Gender, 
Family and Social Services, Government of the Republic 
of Maldives.

(IIMC) provided with regard to planning and execution of 
this workshop. 

While Prof. Jethwaney and Prof. Saxena was the lead 
faculty of the workshop, Dr Seema Goyal, Professor in 
ISID, also joined as a resource person. These professors 
were joined by three young media professionals of 
Maldives in the conduct of the workshop and training the 
participants in various sessions. These professionals 
included Ms Minha Faiz Rashaad, Chairperson, One 
Media Group, Ms Shimla Ahmed, Founder of AO News 
and President of Southern Community Empowerment 
Association of Maldives (SCEAM) and Ms Shaufa 
Hussain, Public Relations Expert, Maldives. 

In fact, Ms Minha, Ms Shimla and Ms Shaufa had 
received training in an Online Training of Trainer (ToT) 
workshop that was conducted for them by DME in the last 
week of October 2021. This ToT program was conceived 
and developed by the media and communication experts 
of India for journalist trainers of Maldives with Prof. 
ethwaney and Prof. Saxena in the lead. 

Resource Persons of Workshop

Focus of the Workshop

During the workshop, a session was held on the analysis 
of  course curr icula in journal ism and mass 
communication – the South Asia perspective and the 
laws and the policies to safeguard the interests of 
women media professional, thus identifying the areas 
for policy intervention. Another important session was 
conducted on Hands-on skills: Introducing Multimedia 
Toolkit and Gender Sensitivity Barometer.

The workshop was aimed at fostering gender sensitivity 
and to propose a policy intervention to make media 
more gender sensitive. The sub theme of different 
sessions included Gender and Media, Gender 
Representation and Stereotyping in News and 
Broadcasting Media, Depiction of Women in Digital 
Media, Comparing Codes of Professional Ethics in 
Journalism, Gender Based Violence and Domestic 
Violence Representation in Entertainment Media, 
Gender Discourse in Advertising and Gender in Films, 
Popular Culture and Entertainment. 
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DME provides academic support while Prof. Jethwaney and 
Prof. Saxena impart training

Workshop on Gender Sensitivity in Media of Maldives

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ambrish-saxena-394045aa/
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The workshop concluded on November 25 on a formal note. The participants 
narrated their experience of the workshop and thanked the organisers for providing 
them a platform for learning. Dr Mariyam Shakeela, Founder of Addu Women's 
Association (AWA) expressed her gratitude to the Government of Maldives, the 
resource persons from India, participants from the Maldivian media and UNESCO 
representative.

Inauguration of Workshop
The workshop was inaugurated on November 21 by Ms Yumna Maumoon, Minister 
of Arts, Culture and Heritage, Republic of Maldives. Many deputy ministers 
belonging to different ministries of the Government of Maldives also graced the 
function. The distinguished guest on this occasion was Mr Hezekiel Diamini, 
Advisor for Communication and Information for South Asia, UNESCO New Delhi 
office.

Valedictory Function

AWA team worked hard in making the workshop a success. Ms Minha Faiz 
Rashaad, Ms Shimla Ahmedand Ms Shaufa Hussain managed everything on stage 
and off stage. Senior functionaries from AWA Ms Mariyam Ameeza and Ms Shen 
Shehe Rashyd provided all possible hospitality and handled logistics for the 
workshop. 

Participants of Workshop
The workshop on 'Strengthening a Gender Sensitive Media Environment in 
Maldives' was attended by professionals from different media sectors – print, 
radio, TV, film and digital. Many journalists from independent media platforms, 
particularly news portals participated in the workshop enthusiastically. 

The government functionaries, primarily those handling media responsibilities in 
the Ministry of Arts, Cuture and Heritage, Ministry of Gender and Ministry of 
Information remained active participants of the workshop.  

Dr Mariyam Shakeela addressed the inaugural, valedictory and other sessions 
virtually from Australia as she was stuck there due to COVID-19 restrictions. She is 
determined to take this training program of Maldivian journalists forward by 
organising follow-up workshops. 

Dr Mariyam Shakeela, Founder of Addu Women's Association (AWA) is the brain 
behind this workshop on 'Strengthening a Gender Sensitive Media Environment in 
Maldives'. She has worked in diverse fields including business, teaching, prior to 
joining politics as a cabinet minister in the government of Maldives. As a politician 
she has worked in the Ministries of Environment and Energy, Gender, Human 
Rights, and Health. 

The brain behind



-- 11 --

,,
,, Freshers Speak

I am a student from outside Delhi, I feel lucky to be a student of DME Media School.DME 
faculty feels like home to me. I am amazed at the level of exposure that DME provides, from 
film festival to guest lectures students are given a plethora of intellectual experience.

- Yashi Joshi

- Rajnandini Ghosh

- Shiksha

- Vinayak Yadav

DME Media School provides industry like experience and facilities including studio62 and 
various events that take place. Mentors and other faculty members are very supportive and 
cooperative.

DME faculty members are so supportive and lively. DME Media School provides students like 
me with the best opportunity and exposure from working in Newsletter 
“Journalism@DME” or organising and participating in flagship events like Vritika and 
CIFFI Film festival. The guest sessions like VIS and BG Verghese Guest Lecture Series that 
DME organises for students are enriching.

DME Media School has been a great experience for me since the start, interaction with 
seniors and faculty was lively. In DME Media School I witnessed the organisation of 
international film festival, CIFFI. Teachers and mentors are always there as a helping hand 
and are always ready to support us in events and give us a chance to explore ourselves.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/vinayak-yadav-ba45b4210/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vinayak-yadav-ba45b4210/


 Mudita Raj

The team of the popular show, ‘Aadhi Aabadi’ aired on 
APN News, visited DME Media School to interview the 
young and dynamic female students on important issues 
that will affect their voting behaviour in the upcoming 
Uttar Pradesh elections. The team visited the campus on 
December 2. Reporter Shweta Rai along with her team 
interviewed students on issues that affect them and the 
changes that they want to see in the present system of 
governance.

Students of al l  the three years part icipated 

Ms Rai, asked the students various questions regarding 
education, safety and employment amongst others. 
Students answered all the questions and put forth their 
opinion. The reporter remarked that if all women become 
as aware as the students of DME Media School, 
democracy would flourish not just in principle but also 
practice. 

enthusiastically and shared their opinions on raging 
issues like employment, safety and economy backed by 
personal experiences. They also highlighted how policies 
are great on paper but lack proper implementation. 
Priya Mishra, second year student said, “Votes by young 
girls will be given on the basis of relevant issues and not 
religion.”  

Media students of DME represent
 on APN NewsAadhi Aabadi

Faculty Achievements

Dr Ambrish Saxena participates in KRMU AC meeting

Dr Saxena attends Research Committee meeting at Adamas University

Dr Saxena supervised a research presentation as an Expert Member in the meeting of Research Committee at Adamas 
University, Kolkata on December 13, 2021. 

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School, participated in the meeting of Academic Council in K R 
Mangalam University, Gurugram, as an External Member on December 11, 2021.

Sruthi V S and Anushree Mukherjee presented a paper titled, 'Tracing the Changing Nationalist Undertones in 
Historical Bollywood Films' at the I International Symposium of Cinema and Film Analysis, organized by the CNPq 
research group CineArte – Cinema, film analysis, and intellectual experience. (November 17-19, 2021)

Sruthi V S presents a paper at International Symposium
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