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Concluding the session, Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School, 
expressed her gratitude towards the senior researcher and said, “Dr Otis has done an 
outstanding job in presenting his research. We can proudly say that Hicky was 
daring, he suffered but continued to raise his voice against injustice.” 

Talking about the places of research that took him around the globe, Dr Otis narrated 
the incidents of difficulties that arose along the way due to the unavailability of old 
archives and documents in multiple libraries and universities. 

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean and Professor, DME Media School, also highlighted the 
importance of Bengal Gazette in the introductory note and said, “Hicky's gazette is 
the foundation of Indian Journalism. In a scenario of troublesome media actions, a 
remembrance of hundreds of years old impartial journalism is essential.” 

Taking the students of DME Media School back to the early days of value-based 
journalism, Dr Andrew Otis, Author and Researcher, University of Maryland, 
Washington DC, United States, addressed the first BG Verghese Lecture of the New 
Year 2022 on 10 January. It was on the topic 'Hicky's Gazette and the foundation of 
journalism in India'. 

Focusing on the traces of the initial steps of Indian journalism, Dr Otis presented the 
findings of his five year-long research on Hicky's Bengal Gazette and its journey. 
Mentioning the 'Bengal Gazette' as one of the most remarkable newspapers of the 
eighteenth century, Dr Otis said, “Reading Bengal Gazette today might allow one to 
appreciate the challenging history of Indian journalism and its impact on our present 
lives.” 

Comparing today's social media dynamics with the eighteenth-century newspapers, 
Dr Otis said, “Those newspapers were somewhat similar to social media platforms 
today, as they were a place where ideas flourished so did the disinformation and 
division.” 

BG Verghese Lecture of January 2022

Dr Andrew from Washington sheds light
on long-forgotten brave journalism
Yashika Aggarwal

Dr Andrew Otis received his PhD from the University of 
Maryland's Philip Merrill College of Journalism in December 
2021. He is the author of Hicky's Bengal Gazette: The Untold 
Story of India's First Newspaper (Chennai: 2018) and was also a 
Fulbright Fellow, he lived in Kolkata in 2013 and 2014.
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Mr Arya, Founder Director, Museo Camera, commenced the event by giving a 
warm welcome to the Mr Ullal, following which Mr Raghurai, a renowned 
photographer, shared his experience of sharing a roof with Mr Ullal during his 
days in Hamburg. He talked about Ullal's photo stories and photo essays that 
were published in The Stern Magazine and Life Magazine in the 70s. 

He talked about his work during the nation-wars. He did photo stories on issues 
that were too delicate to say out loud and too hurtful to express in words. A side-
by-side presentation of his brilliant clicks supported all his stories. He shared 
his anecdotes of photographing at extremely risky locations like Pakistan, 

Mr Ullal then talked about his life and how he got into the world of 
photography. “Bombay had no photography school, so I studied 
Cinematography for a year,” he told the audience. He talked about how he 
used to click portraits of her female classmates in school, and when he joined 
Mukkadam, a famous filmmaker of that time, he used to click pictures of film 
stars and sell them to Filmfare.

Photography is an indispensable art - a story we fail to put into words. To pay 
tribute to the art of conveying stories through photographs, the India Photo 
Archive Foundation, in collaboration with the Global Media Education Council, 
organised an insightful session with renowned photojournalist Mr Jay Ullal on 
January 7, 2022. The event also celebrated the launch of Mr Aditya Arya's 
Photography Museum- Museo Camera. The session was moderated by and Prof 
Ujjwal K Chowdhury, Secretary, GMEC.

Celebrated photojournalist Jay Ullal shares his life experience of photography

Nikita Taneja

Rwanda and North Korea. He talks about the social issues that he tried to 
convey to the world through his photo stories. Issues like Child Marriage, Child 
Labour, Poverty, Sickness and Hunger were some of them. 

Recalling some risky yet life-long experiences, Mr Ullal shared his story of 
getting kidnapped in Philippines, and said how sometimes you have to “Take 
risks to get out of risky situations”. Mrs Rajni Ullal also shared her experience 
of keeping up with so much travelling that her husband had to do because of 
his work. The event ended with a question-answer session moderated by Prof 
Ujjwal K Chowdhury and a vote of thanks by Mr Aditya Arya. 

Museo Camera by Mr Aditya Arya

Museo Camera, a photography museum set up by Mr Aditya Arya, is the 
largest not-for-profit crowd-funded Centre for Photographic Arts in Southeast 
Asia. Set up with a unique public-private partnership between India Photo 
Archive Foundation and The Municipal Corporation of Gurugram, the museum 
is one of its kind in India with 18,000 sq. ft. of space, all of which is a homage 
to the art of photography. 

The journey of the setup of this museum began in the basement of a 
Photographer, Historian and Archivist, Mr Aditya Arya, in the year 2009. All 
he had at that time was a collection of photographic equipment. Today, the 
museum has touched the skies and has organised various exhibition galleries 
for all photography enthusiasts out in the world. 

DME Media School and GMEC celebrate launch of Photography Museum- Museo Camera 
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He is the Founder Director of the Museo Camera, the 
only Photography and Camera Museum in India. He 
is also involved in practising and teaching the art of 
vintage photographic processes such as salt prints, 
egg albumen prints, gum bichromate and wet plate 
photography. 

Mr Aditya Arya is an eminent commercial and travel 
photographer and has done brilliant work in the 
Indian Film Industry, where he clicked stills for 
some of the leading Directors. He is an expert in his 
field and has spent years immersed in the subject 
and practice of photogenic conservation. He has 
honed his skills and knowledge on preservation, 
restoration and archiving, mainly through the 
documentation of historic photographic works from 
the famous Kulwant Roy Collection of the pre-and 
post-Independence era.

Aditya Arya Profile
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He also explained the phenomenon of rational thinking. He said, 
"Rationality is the quality or state of being rational – that is agreeable to 
reason. Rationality implies the conformity of your believes, with your 
reasons to believe, and of your actions with your reasons for action."

Highlighting the stature of the great saint, Swami Vedatitananda stated, 
"Majority of the great leaders of our country including Mahatma Gandhi and 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose were largely inspired by the teachings of 
Swami Vivekananda." 

Concluding the session, Dr Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School, 
highlighted the importance and thanked Swami Vedatitananda for his 
gracious presence in sharing his thoughts. Additionally, she cherished the 
effort of the student body- SPARC for organising such an interesting and 
intriguing session. 

Recalling the vision of Swami Vivekananda, Swami Vedatitananda 
mentioned, "Swami Ji once said that to progress, we need western science 
coupled with Vedanta along with Bhramacharya as the guiding motto and 
Shraddha (faith) in oneself.

"The wisdom of Swami Ji is still relevant in the contemporary times and will 
be applicable in the times to come", he added further.

Initiating the session, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor, and Dean, DME Media 
School, expressed his views for organising and revelling Swami Ji's 
birthday, which is also celebrated as National Youth Day across the country. 
He said, "This enables us and youth of today to get inspiration and learn 
from one of such extraordinary leaders who has contributed in shaping the 
entire world". Dr Saxena further expressed his thoughts and expressed 
immense pleasure in having Swami Vedatitananda as the special guest for 
the session.

To commemorate the 159th birth anniversary of the great spiritual leader 
and philosopher- Swami Vivekananda, SPARC- The students' council of 
DME Media School invited Swami Vedatitananda, Correspondent, 
Ramakrishna Mission Shilpamandira, Belur Math to enlighten the Media 
School about the teachings of Swami Vivekananda. The event was 
organised on the eve of the birth anniversary of Swami Ji on January 11. 

Swami Vedatitananda reminisces teachings of Swami Ji on the occasion

DME Media School pays tribute to Swami Vivekananda
on his 159th Birth Anniversary

Sufia Mirza

The SPARC also organised a thought-provoking speech and caption 
writing competition to recognise Swami Vivekananda's teachings 
and philosophy in contemporary society. The assigned topics were 
'Swami Vivekanada resonating in the 21st century and 'National 
Youth Day a reminder of youth conviction'. The speech competition 
had two segments. The first was the writing part, and the shortlisted 
students delivered their speeches. Students from all the semester 
participated in the competition with great enthusiasm, delivered 
their thoughts, and recalled several anecdotes from Swami 
Vivekananda's life.

Competition

Winners

1. Caption Writing Competition

Sufia Mirza

st
1

Himankshi Dutta

nd
2

Kirti Mathur and
Christina Shajan

rd
3

2. Speech Competition 

Ayushi Verma

st
1

Shashank

nd
2

Sajal Mishra

rd
3
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Vibrant India Series - Episode 22

Veteran Journalist Shambhunath Shukla talks about thrill of media industry
Drishya Madhur

In the 22nd episode of Vibrant India Series of DME Media School, Mr Shambhunath 
Shukla, senior journalist, former editor, political analyst and election analyst was 
invited as the illustrated personality on January 14. Dr Susmita Bala, Head DME 
Media School, welcomed the guest and delivered a quick recap of the VIS series 
headed by the opening remarks of Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean and Professor, DME 
Media School. 

Mr Shukla initiated the session as he talked about journalism during his time; he 
recalled an experiment involving Naya Morcha, a self-made weekly newspaper which 
eventually discontinued during the emergency. The seasoned journalist recalled 
various anecdotes from his work life and the challenges he faced. 

Keeping a high pitch about responsible journalism, he talked about real-time 
reporting and covering the uncovered stories. He discussed the struggles and fear of 
journalism and remarked it as a risky job. Mr Shukla, with decades of experience with 
top newspapers like Dainik Jagran, Jan Satta and Amar Ujala, reminisced working on 
various cases where he conducted experiments in reporting from even murder locations 
and firing zones. 

Giving some valuable tips, Mr Shukla said, “We should keep taking risks to add 
uniqueness to our work. A journalist should always keep learning, they day we stop 
learning, it would be our last day as a journalist”.

Towards the last leg of the session, Dr Saxena interacted with the guest, asking him 
about new challenges and new initiatives he took during the working days, which are 
still relevant in today's time. On this, Mr Shukla talked in detail about the challenges 
of being an Editor. “An editor needs to keep everything in equilibrium including, 
reporting, marketing and revenue to ensure a smooth flow of work”, he added.

Later a question-answer round was held where the students and teachers interacted 
with the guest. Mr Shukla gave the right direction to the students and had discussions 
on various topics, including the sad demise of award-winning journalist Kamaal 
Khan. The gathering held a 2 minutes silence to pay homage to the deceased 
journalist. 

Concluding the session, Dr Susmita Bala, Head and Professor, DME Media School, 
thanked the guest for apprising students about the nuances of journalism and sharing 
the life experience of journalism.

Dr Ambrish Saxena unfolds Portrayal of Hindu-Muslim
relationships in Hindi Films
Medhavi

Prof. Parakh stated that since independence, the relations between both the religions 
have changed and strengthened the same by giving the example of Mughal e Azam 

The New Delhi Film Foundation organised a thought-provoking talk in their 'Talk 
Cinema' segment titled 'The Portrayal of Hindu Muslim relationships in Hindi Films' on 
January 16, 2022. The host, Mr Amitabh Srivastava, Senior Journalist and Film Critic, 
welcomed the esteemed guests Prof. Jawrimal Parakh, Film Scholar, Author; Dr 
Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME, Media School and Mr Nilendu Sen, 
Creative Director Film Critic and writer. 

The session began with the discussion about how trends, stories, and people influence 
cinema and make it the most potent medium of Mass Communication that influences 
the opinions and decision-making of the masses. 

Mr Sen initiated the discussion by asserting that the agendas of film subjects were very 
different during the post-partition era as the main emphasis was on keeping the nation 
united. “Cinema of today is deprived of substantial Muslim characters (Rahim Chacha, 
Maqsood Bhai etc.) and old films are mostly made fun of as they are considered as anti 
- Hindu / anti - India. Filmmaking and chosen subjects completely transformed post 
the Babri Masjid episode and 9/11”, he added.

Mr Sen concluded the session by addressing the need to promote more secularism and 
unity through films.

(1960), which was the story of a king who believed that class mattered more than 
religion. And he also quoted Mehboob Khan's Mother India (1957), having actress 
Nargis, songwriter Shakeel, music by Naushad and singer Shamshad Begum. “The 
characters were purely Indian, not Hindu or Muslim”, said professor Parakh. 

Taking the discussion forward, Dr Saxena demonstrated how the films of the 1960s 
and 1970s were primarily based on unemployment, youth issues and family dramas, 
which was transformed in the 1990s with films like Hum SaathSaath Hain (1999) 
which was partially based on Ramayana; Sarfarosh (1999) which brought in the 
questions of Muslim identity (Salim) and Mr. and Mrs. Iyer (2002) had its own 
apprehensions. The common themes were inter-religion love stories (hero or heroine 
being a Muslim) which led to conflicts (My Name is Khan, 2010, Jodha Akbar, 2008, 
Ishqzaade, 2012, Kedarnath, 2018). On the other hand, films like Bajrangi 
Bhaijaan, 2015 (Hanuman Bhakt Hindu protecting and escorting a little Muslim girl 
to her country, Pakistan) and Mee Raqsam, 2020 (Hindu Muslim treatment, dance is 
associated with religion) broke many stereotypes. He also gave examples of actors 
who changed their names to a Hindu name for acceptability (Dilip Kumar). 
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Remembering the departed journalist on a mission

Lucknow se, main Kamaal Khan

Shiv Dhawan and Mohd Kamil

Ramnath Goenka and Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi award winner, NDTV's 
Lucknow Bureau Chief, Mr Kamaal Khan breathed his last on January 14 due 
to a heart attack. Less than twenty-four hours ago, Mr Kamaal Khan was 
presenting a report on the upcoming Uttar Pradesh assembly elections, 
something that he executed with sheer perfection in the last three decades. He 
had been associated with NDTV for the last thirty-years and had presented 
innumerable reports in his unique, and poetic style, style that displayed 
exuberance, courageousness and expertise. 

Mr Khan was a journalist who loved his city, he would often report about 
Lucknow and the changing dynamics with respect to the political changes in 
the city of Nawabs. His satirical honest take on politics was so strong that 
several Chief Ministers avoided interviews with him on various occasions. But 
that did not deter his spirit and he continued without altering his way of 
presentation and presented facts in a veracious manner. 

While television journalism changed immensely in three decades, Mr Khan 
used to read for endless hours before presenting his reports, he would go over 
the details and the script on numerous occasions, he wanted to deliver 
nothing less than excellence to his viewers. He would often use historical 
references and poetry to describe and simplify the most complex situations. 

Kamaal Khan was born in 1960 in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh. He 
did post-graduation in English literature and also studied 
Russian language and Philology at Moscow University. His 
career included working as Russian interpreter and a stint with a 
Hindi daily of the Times Group 'Navbharat Times'. He has been 
with NDTV since January 1995 and was in-charge of UP and 
Uttarakhand states. He has received the 'Ram Nath Goenka 
Award' from the President of India, the 'Ganesh Shanker 
Award', the biggest award for Hindi journalism instituted by the 
Union HR Ministry, also from the President of India. In addition, 
he has received the NT Award as the best Hindi TV reporter and 
for Best Documentary on Environment Awareness. He was 
honoured with an international award from The Federation of 
SAARC Writers and Literature for his contribution to Hindi TV 
journalism.

That day, I was aghast to learn that Kamaal Khan 
left for his heavenly adobe! He was like a 
common man was chronicling the events of the 
present in the languages from around the world 
through his PTCs. He was a “People's Reporter” 
in true sense.

Mr Vikram AK
Assistant Professor
DME Media School

Kamaal Khan was more of a younger brother for 
me. But, my admiration for him came essentially 
because of what he was as a professional 
journalist and as a good human being. His 
commitment to well- researched journalism, his 
choice of words to convey and to express had a 
unique charm that could win anyone. 

Mr Sharat Pradhan
Senior Journalist

Lucknow

When we talk about a Kamaal Khan sir, the first 
thing that comes to our mind is his style of 
reporting. The way he used to explain the 
complicated things in simple language, hardly 
any other reporter can touch those standards. His 
choice of words was always on the point, he was 
some one who was ace at balancing. He used to 
talk about unity while harmonising on issues of 
Hindu-Muslim. It is indeed a matter of pride to 
witness such a journalist his great work, and also 
learn from him.

Priya Mishra
Second Year Student

Kamal Khan is among the many veterans who 
never deviated from their ethics and always stood 
always on their journalistic principles. His 
reportage stood out mainly for his in-depth 
discernment and integrity with which he 
uncovered hard truths. He will always be 
remembered for his political satire, poetic 
presentation, sweet voice, and his humble 
attitude. 

Ms Hiinaa Talwarr
Assistant Professor
DME Media School

The death of senior journalist Kamaal Khan is 
truly shocking. He was a great journalist and 
prominent media personality who brought stories 
from societal depth. Also, he is one of the most 
erudite, eloquent and perceptive journalists of his 
time. He was soft spoken and polite in 
demeanour and his scripts were works of 
literature. His smooth words often had a biting 
sarcasm which for me is necessary to ring the bell 
in a democracy. 

Mr Rohit Gupta
Second Year Student
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Mesmerizing tale for anyone in
search of a meaningful life

The 'Forest of Wool and Steel' by Japanese 
author Natsu Miyashita revolves around piano 
and piano tuners. Tomura, the protagonist, 
meets a piano tuner in school, and that moment 
changes his entire life. Tomura lives in a deserted 
mountain village and has never stepped out of it 
his whole life. Finally, he decides to go to a city to 
pursue the course of piano tuning and wants to 
be a piano tuner. He then joins a tuning shop as 
an apprentice, and there he meets the same 
tuner Mr Itadori whom he met in his school. 

Tomura always faced self-doubt whenever he 
was asked to tune a piano alone. However, he 
never gives up because of his passion for piano. 
The story will take a whole new turn when Yuni 

It is a warm and mystical story that revolves 
around the theme that only a few lucky people 
find, and many keep looking for it. If you are an 
avid reader and piano lover, you cannot miss 
reading this beautiful and mesmerizing book.

Good reads: 3.8/5
Ratings:

Waterstones:  5/5

and Kazune twin sisters enter the story. This 
book features beautiful bonds of friendships that 
are admirable. It also emphasizes the relation of 
a role model and learner. The genres of the book 
are bildungsroman and psychological fiction. 

Khushi Nagpal

The Book- The Forest of Wool and Steel    
Language- Japanese (Original)

English Translator: Philip Gabriel
Author- Natsu Miyashita 

Price- Rs. 400/-

It is a movie ornamented with big stars like 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Jennifer Lawrence, Jonah 
Hill, Timothee Chalamet, Mark Rylance, Cate 
Blanchett and Meryl Streep and many more 
celebrities who joined hands for special 
appearances. However, regardless of such a 
mammoth star cast, the movie disappointed 
fans worldwide.

People are too preoccupied, arrogant, or stupid 
to see the writing on the wall, ask the right 
questions, and take corrective action when 
necessary. 'Total catastrophe' is the result of 
this recipe that is what Don't Look Up takes 
swipes at.

The end of the world is no laughing matter, but 
in the star-studded world of Hollywood, it is. In 
'Don't Look Up', writer-director Adam McKay 
sees the humorous side of an approaching 
tragedy while never losing sight of the sobering 
reality of humanity's indifference to the 
planet's problems.

Power-crazed politicians, corporate czars, and 
co-opted scientists are in the crosshairs of the 

film, peddling their handy beliefs to a public 
lulled and misled by news cycles geared at 
achieving collective complacency and 
acquiescence. The film's tone fluctuates at first, 
going from nuanced and precise to shallow and 
silly. However, that is unmistakably a 
component of the story's structure. The 
humorous and hard-hitting core of McKay's 
screenplay is what holds Don't Look Up 
together.

McKay has little trust in his audience or his 
characters. The film bellows its argument at us: 
the world is terrible, and we are doomed if we 
do not change. Few would dispute this. But a 
good argument isn't enough to make a good 
movie. In the end, whichever way you feel 
about the movie's manipulations, it's difficult to 
watch without being strongly affected.

Directors: Adam McKay

Cast:   Leonardo DiCaprio, Jennifer Lawrence,

           Jonah Hill and Meryl Streep

Ratings:

3.1/10 - IMBD

56% - Rotten Tomatoes

Tanishka Tiwari

Don't look up: Massive star cast
that fails to amaze the audience

FILM
WEB

Series
Review

&&&
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Old New

 

Anthony is determined that he 
will never fall in love with 

anyone. The young lord of 
Bridgerton wishes to marry 

a woman who will meet 
all the requirements of 
a dutiful wife. Look 

how the story turns out 
when the Kate Sheffield, 

his wife, falls desperately in 
love with him. 

Books Books

Rajesh and Pooja are married by 
their families. The story revolves 
around Prem (Rajesh's sibling) and 
Nisha's (Pooja's sibling) love affair. 

Both the families have a close 
bond of love and Pooja is 

believed to be the lady 
luck for both families. 
What will happen when 

t h e y  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e 
ultimate pain of loss. Watch the 

movie today to find out.

Movie/Series
The legendary story of the 
Cricket World Cup 1983. 
I n d i a ,  u n d e r  t h e 
captaincy of Kapil 
Dev made history 
a f t e r  e m e r g i n g 
victorious on June 25 
1983.

Movie/Series

The song is a true depiction 
of how love for a person 
can affect your thoughts 

and vision. Your heart 
f o r g e t s  a b o u t 

everything else and 
your beloved is the 
only one present in 

your mind. Listen to 
this beautiful hit and seep 

into the ocean of love. 

Song
Reminiscing the days of old 
love plunges a sting of 
pain through the heart. 
This song tells the 
story of two people 
who broke apart 
and the period of 
their union seemed like 
a dream. 

Song

Something Old, Something New
What do you like more- classics or brand-new? Let's check out some of both.

Here are a few recommendations from us for you to binge on. 

Compiled by Shreya Jha

Tomura is a student who 
works in a music store and 
hears hypothetical music in 
his school which flows 
i n t o  h i s  s o u l  a n d 
transports him to the 
forests ,  dark and 
g l e a m i n g ,  t h a t 
surround his beloved 
mountain village. From 
that moment, he is focused 
to discover more. 
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