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Cineaste International Film Festival of India - CIFFI 2021 - was inaugurated on December 15 in the august 
presence of media personalities from across the globe. This 7-day gala event was the World's First Hybrid 
International Film Festival organised by educational institutions of two countries – Media School of Delhi 
Metropolitan Education, Noida, India in association with School of Communications and Creative Arts, Deakin 
University, Melbourne, Australia.

CIFFI 2021 receives grand opening with global
media personalities

Screens 438 films from 111 countries
Kirti Mathur 

This time, the festival is bearing the theme 
Cinematic Rejuvenation #Cinema2021 and Mr 
Tigmanshu Dhulia, noted film director, dialogue 
writer, actor, screenwriter, and producer, is the 
Festival Ambassador of CIFFI 2021. Tigmanshu Dhulia

Festival Ambassador CIFFI

,,

,,

Mr Aman Sahni, Vice Chairman, DME and Patron, CIFFI 2021, talked 
about the challenges of organizing such a mega event. He said, “It’s 
a big undertaking and a wonderful beginning, especially during 
difficult times of a pandemic.”

,,

,,Dr Ambrish Saxena, Festival Director, CIFFI and Dean, DME Media 
School, provided insights into the journey of CIFFI from its first to third 
edition. He said, “Organizing a hybrid festival wasn’t easy but our team 
worked dedicatedly and tirelessly.” Talking about the contribution of 
students, he added, “At DME, it is our motto to provide hands-on 
learning. Our students have been at the helm of this entire project.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bRH66mKyBTM&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=3
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ambrish-saxena-394045aa/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kirti-mathur-a71765216/
https://dme.ac.in/
https://dme.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=83eb979e2760babaf8422fe32&id=50b49a2533
https://ciffi.dme.ac.in/
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,,

,,

Dr Vikrant Kishore, Festival Director and Senior Lecturer, Deakin University, said that it is the third year of their 
association with the film festival and it is growing phenomenally. “It demonstrates the goodwill that CIFFI has 
generated over the years. It is the first of its kind festival where Indian-Australian filmmakers are intensively 
focussed on,” he said.  

Dr Martin Potter, Member CIFFI Advisory Board and Lecturer in Screen and Design, Deakin University, said, 
“Cinema is the power of human beings collectively expressing themselves in a single story. I have learned so 
much being a part of this festival.” ,,

,,

Mr Anuj Kulshrestha, Editor, Hindi Gaurav, expressed that cinema has the power to unite the world and teach us 
to live harmoniously. “Films are the only way to communicate massive emotions with a mass audience,” he 
added. ,,

,,
Dr Susmita Bala, Festival Associate Director and Head, DME Media School said, “The threat of Covid has 
compelled us to have the cine festival in a hybrid mode. This year the participation is huge and we are 
overwhelmed. CIFFI 2021 is certainly going to be a life time experience for everyone. This is a forum for 
enjoyment and learning.” ,,

,,

Prof. KG Suresh, Member CIFFI Advisory Board, President, Global Media Education Council (GMEC) and Vice 
Chancellor, Makhanlal Chaturvedi National University of Journalism and Communication, Bhopal said that CIFFI 
2021 provides the students a platform to learn and exposes them to global cinema. “Films are reflection of the 
society’s mindset. Today we have cinema of all genres available to us at a click of a button,” he said. ,,

,,
Mr Anupam Sharma, Memebr CIFFI Advisory Board, Director/Producer, Films & Casting Temple, Sydney, Australia 
said that post-covid globalisation of cinema has become a phenomenon. “It's high time to appreciate and 
become a part of this new world,” he added.,,

,,

Prof. Ujjwal K. Chowdhury, Member of the Advisory Board CIFFI and Secretary, Global Media Education Council 
(GMEC) said, “Now is the time for collaborations and not competitions. CIFFI embraces this idea with 
collaborations between educational institutions, countries, platforms and partners.”,,

,,

,,

,,

Prof. Phillip McIntyre, Professor, Creative Industries, University of Newcastle cited the relevance of research 
behind creativity. “Today, research is looking at cross-cultures for creativity. Creative expressions are linked to the 
culture we exist in and CIFFI gives a platform to express these ideas,” he said.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/susmita-bala-3232056a
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Dr Gauri D. Chakraborty, Member, CIFFI Advisory Board and Professor, Times School of Media, Bennette 
University, Greater Noida, said, “Meticulous planning, funnelling ideas and curating of this festival is 
commendable. CIFFI is a place for collaboration, discussion and deliberation between media intellects and 
learners.” She also talked about the importance of films in human life and quoted, “A film is an expression 
that satisfies our basic need of storytelling.”

Mr Amitabh Srivastava, Senior Journalist and President of New Delhi Film Foundation (NDFF) said that cinema 
has the power to transform life. He said, “Cinema has unique ways through which it transforms, sensitizes, affects 
and moralizes all of us.”

Mr Aditya Seth, Member, CIFFI Advisory Board and Academic Consultant for University of South Wales, UK 
spoke about observations as a basis of cinema. “Through CIFFI, students will get an opportunity to explore the 
process of film making and analyse them to a deeper extent,” he said.

Mr Praveen Nagda, Member, Advisory Board and Festival Director, KidzCINEMA2020, CEO, WhiteCoffee Event 
Management Pvt. Ltd. addressed CIFFI as a giant league of films. He discussed the ability of films to bring real 
joy in our lives and added, “Films are an expression of life and do a lot more than we can ever understand. They 
have the ability to bind people together in social harmony.”

Mr Satish Kapoor, Festival Director, WE CARE Film Festival highlighted the role of participatory approach by 
involving all the stakeholders thereby creating a platform where views can be shared through cinema. He said, 
“Festivals are big platforms for receiving and transmitting of ideas from across countries.”

Mr Kanwar Deepak Gulati, Member, CIFFI Advisory Board, talked about benefits of OTT platforms in the media 
industry. He said, “We learn a lot more through observing a film than making a film.”

,,

,,

,,

,,

,,

,,
,,

,,

,,

,,
,,

,,

,,

,,

,,

,,

Mr Ashish K Singh, Founder and General Secretary, New Delhi Film Foundation (NDFF), focused on his objective 
of creating a world wherein there is good cinema leading to a good society. He said, “While theatres are shut, 
CIFFI is providing a new way through which they can participate in making and watching films.”

Dr Ravikant Swami, Director, DME, congratulated the team on quick adaptation of CIFFI into a hybrid festival 
under the prevailing uncertainties. “It is heartening to see students at the forefront of this event. DME is one of 
the few educational institutions where such opportunities are provided,” he added. 



Mr Pankaj Rakesh and Murtaza Ali Khan along with 
Mr Sachin Nair, Assistant Professor, Media School, 

The uniqueness of CIFFI 2021 comes from 
enterprising and creative nature of students coming 
together with the expertise and experience of film 
veterans to celebrate the most powerful forms of 
storytelling, Cinema. The first special session of CIFFI 
2021- a Jury Interaction, was an insight into this very 
spirit, as it held a unique deliberation between 
curators of the film festival from both ends of the 
spectrum- The esteemed jury and the students.

The jury comprised of four eminent personalities-Mr 
Pankaj Rakesh, seasoned filmmaker, photographer 
and media educator, Mr Murtaza Ali Khan, award-
winning film & TV critic, journalist, and Radio/TV, Mr 
Nimish Kapoor, Scientist E, Vigyan Prasar, 
Department of Science & Technology, Govt. of India 
and Ms Supria Suri, Filmmaker, Founder and 
President, Cinedarbaar.

Mr Murtaza Ali was quite impressed with the liberty 
that they had while judging various films. "Having 
our own set of judgement criteria gave us the 
confidence that was needed while working as a jury of 
such a vast film festival," he added. 

DME, who was involved in the process of collecting 
and sieving the films, attended the Jury Interaction 
session along with the student juryon December 17. 
This hybrid session was held at Studio 62 and was 
moderated by Dr Ambrish Saxena, Festival Director, 
CIFFI and Dean, DME Media School. Out of 3130 
films received, students and teachers selected 438 
films to be screened at CIFFI 2021.

The session began with Mr Rakesh sharing various 
aspects of working in a film festival. He shared that 
watching 40-45 hours of films over four days. It felt 
like the jury lived and breathed films. They were 
transported to a different kind of experience of 
culture, language and ideas of different countries. Dr Susmita Bala, Head Media School, DME and 

Festival Associate Director, CIFFI 2021 thanked the 
jury for judging the films. "Organising CIFFI for 
students was a learning experience and will get them 
industry grounding," she said.

Th students' screening team shared that they learnt 
about various ideas and were taken aback by the 
creativity, uniqueness and new perspectives put 
forward by various filmmakers worldwide. Mr Nair 
gave an insight into the selection process of films. He 
remarked during the shortlisting of the movie, the 
only thought kept in mind was to ask themselves, "is 
the idea worth passing on?"

Summing up the session, Dr Ambrish Saxena said 
that such festivals provide experiential moments for 
those who are part of the festival. "We learn from 
each festival and come out better prepared for the 
next," he said.
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Special Session: 1

Jury and Students recall and deliberate on selection and
curation of films at CIFFI 2021

Nikita Taneja

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ti7Nb71euyI&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ti7Nb71euyI&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=11
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nikita-taneja-498454205


A special session on 'Wonders of Creativity Leap 
(Careers in Visual Effects and Gaming)' with Dr 
Ashish S Kulkarni, Chairman of FICCI for 
Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming and Comics 
and Mr Sathish Narayanan, Co-founder & CEO, 
Nectar Pixels Media was organised on December 
19- the fifth day of CIFFI 2021. Dr Krishna 
Pandey, Associate Professor, DME Media School, 
moderated the session.

Initiating the discussion, Dr Kulkarni spoke about 
visual effects on the OTT industry. The gaming and 
the visual effect industries have a plethora of 
opportunities for interested students. “Pandemic 
gave a boost to the gaming industry in particular 
as everyone was hooked to some of the other 
games during the lockdown,” he maintained. 

While introducing the session, Dr Ambrish 
Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School 
and Festival Director, CIFFI 2021, said that 
session would prove fruitful for the students 
interested in making a career in visual effects and 
gaming. 

Mr Sathish Narayanan pointed out that the basis 
of VFX lies in fine arts, applied arts and 
performing arts. “Film Bahubali created a trend in 
the visual effects industry in India and led the 
people to believe that investing in the VFX 
industry was worth the penny,” he said.

Regarding the kind of opportunities, the industry 
can provide, Mr Narayanan pointed out that 
students with fine arts backgrounds have an edge. 
Still, those with creative acumen have equal 
opportunities in the gaming and VFX industry. 

Concluding the special session, Dr Susmita Bala, 
Professor and Head, DME Media School and 
Festival Associate Director said, that today 
creativity through visual effects or gaming brings 
the characters live on the screen. Animation is the 
latest trend where creativity meets technology.

Unique artistry skills are much in demand. “Every 
character begins with a paper and the pencil. 
Ideas are drawn on the paper before they are used 
as an animation,” he said. 
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Special Session: 2

Immense career scope in visual effects says, Dr Kulkarni and
Mr Narayan at CIFFI 2021

Twinkle Gupta

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uTtTGXntjlU&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=16
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uTtTGXntjlU&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=16
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uTtTGXntjlU&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=16
https://www.linkedin.com/in/twinkle-gupta-383850167/


The second session of day 6 of CIFFI was screening 
the film Khanaur (Bitter Chestnut), followed by an 
interaction with the director, Mr Gurvinder Singh. 
Shot in Himachal Pradesh, Khanaur (Bitter 
Chestnut) follows the tale of the 17-year-old 
Kishan's dilemma regarding whether to stay in the 
village or leave for the city. The session was 
moderated by Ms Manmeet Kaur, Assistant 
Professor, DME Media School.

Welcoming the director Gurvinder Singh and 
introducing the session, Dr Ambrish Saxena, 
Festival Director, CIFFI 2021, said that the 
interaction with Mr Singh would benefit the 
cinema lovers as they will understand the nitty-
gritty of the art of filmmaking. 

Speaking on the film, M rSingh, an award-
winning director of the film said that the movie is 
on migration and was shot on the highlands of 
Himachal Pradesh. The actors are the people 
living in the village of Baragraan. “It is a merger 
of documentary with fiction using real life people 
as actors,” he explained. 

Mr Singh informed that the film was premiered at 
Busan International Film Festival and Mumbai 
Film Festival (MAMI) in 2019. “It was also 

Mr Singh also expressed, though he misses the 
thrill of watching films at the theatre, he was 
delighted to be part of this special screening at 
CIFFI 2021. Khanaur (Bitter Chestnut) was 
watched by students, faculty and participants of 
the festival online.

After the film was screened, a Q&A session 
moderated by Ms Kaur was conducted. Students 

nominated for Kim Jiseok Award. The film looks at 
the aspirations, fears, and insecurities of living in 
the present times, through the eyes of a young 
Kishan, as he yearns for the bitterness to 
eventually fade away from the fruit”, he added 
further.

and faculty members of DME Media School 
interacted with Mr Singh about the various 
aspects of films, such as why he chose to work 
non-actors for the film, impact of OTT on 
viewership patterns of the audience. Mr Singh 
enthusiastically answered all the questions 
posed. 

The delightful session also had concluding 
remarks of Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, 
DME Media School and Festival Associate 
Director, CIFFI 2021. She said that the film was a 
perfect blend of human life, scenic beauty and a 
perfect script. The session ended with the vote of 
thanks by Ms Manmeet Kaur.
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Special Session: 3

Students and faculty discuss and deliberate on Khanaur
(Bitter Chestnut) with Director Gurvinder Singh

Arpayan Chatterjee

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zjRaQmxlpug&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zjRaQmxlpug&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zjRaQmxlpug&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=19


Dr Vikrant opened the discussion, saying, "Bollywood 
is dismissed as an escapist cinema by its own media 
who had access to Hollywood. But, thanks to OTT 
platforms, regional Indian cinema has been doing 
very well in Australia as compared to Bollywood." 

The inaugural day of CIFFI 2021 witnessed an 
insightful panel discussion on 'Covering Indian 
Cinema in Australian Indian Media' on December 15. 
Dr Vikrant Kishore, Festival Director and Course 
Director-Film, Television & Animation, School of 
Communication and Creative Arts, Deakin University, 
Melbourne, moderated the session and had media 
and cinema experts as panellists, including Mr Neeraj 
Nanda, Journalist - SAT Times, Ms Neeru Saluja, 
Freelance Bollywood Reporter, Ms Dheepa Awtani, 
Editor-in-Chief at @BYSQItzShowtime and Mr Vivek 
Asri, Journalist, NRI Affairs.

Ms Neeru initiated the discussion by mentioning the 
scope of Indian cinema in Australian media. She 
described the evolution of Indian cinema from 
cinematic streaming to OTT platforms like Netflix and 
the responsibility to fill the gap between Indian and 
Australian media as a journalist. She said, "With the 
OTT platforms like Netflix and others, the doors have 
widely opened."  

While talking about some statistics, Ms Dheepa spoke 
about the Australian economy and its contribution to 
the entertainment industry. She passionately spoke 
about different Indian movies, including 'Salam 
Namaste' describing Australian culture in it. She said, 

Mr Vivek talked about Indian cinema in Australia and 
compared it with Hollywood. The seasoned journalist 

Mr Neeraj talked about his journey of 40 years and 
called himself an 'accidental cinema journalist.'  He 
said, "We need some serious writing for Indian 
cinema in Australia and people should write from a 
critic angle." "We shall cover all the important aspects 
while writing about Indian cinema as Australians 
learnt Hindi language from Indian movies," he said. 

"There is a small percentage of people contributing to 
Australian media, the engagement is good but we are 
yet to reach the high level." 

said, "Media talks about what people want to talk. 
The image of Bollywood's films is still melodramatic 
stories and unfortunately Australian cinema has failed 
to pick up some of the amazing films of Indian 
cinema." 

The panel also discussed the whys and wherefores and 
factors like the stereotypical image of Bollywood as 
reasons why Indian cinema has not been able to make 
its mark in the Australian market. The panel 
concluded that Bollywood needs to come up with 
universal themes to be successful across the world.
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Panel Discussion: 1

Scholars discuss coverage of Indian cinema
in Australian Indian Media

Drishya Madhur

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-QhuSQpNl0&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-QhuSQpNl0&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-QhuSQpNl0&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=4
https://www.linkedin.com/in/drishya-madhur-a716a6194


The panel comprised of Aryan Kutthi, Tanishka 
Tiwari, Swastika Mishra and Nitin Gupta, all 
students of second-year Media School, DME. The 
session was moderated by Kirti Mathur, another 
student of Media School, DME.

Introducing the session, Dr Ambrish Saxena, 
Professor and Dean, DME Media School and 
Festival Director, CIFFI 2021, emphasised on the 
relevance of content and viewership on the OTT 
platforms. "As youth forms the majority of 
viewership of the OTT, it becomes imperative to 
understand how the youth of today analyses the 
media consumption on the OTT platforms,” he 
said.

Initiating the discussion, Tanishka expressed that 
she has been watching her favourite shows on 
OTT. “Covid brought a paradigm shift in the 
entertainment. TV was replaced by OTT platforms. 
I t  provided a comfort  space as far  as 

The second panel discussion of CIFFI 2021 on the 
topic'OTT Media Consumption by Indian Youth' 
saw students of DME Media Schooldiscussing the 
changing media consumption patterns, especially 
with the emergence of OTT platforms on December 
16. From calling the OTT platform a buffet of 
various genres to describing their favourite shows, 
students shared their thoughts and views on how 
OTT has made all the difference today and theatre 
watching has become a passé.  

Nitin pointed out that OTT has been an escape 
from reality. "Although I am a binge movie 
watcher, OTT has given me a personal space of 
entertainment,” he said.

Talking about how OTT content is different from 
traditional media, Swastika pointed out that 
conventional media content was clichéd and 
presented a stereotypical view. "OTT provides rich 
content for viewers," she said.

entertainment was concerned,” said Tanishka.

Aryan spoke about the popularity of the 
Animation genre and the popularity of anime 

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media 
School and Festival Associate Director, CIFFI 
2021 concluded the session by appreciating the 
students' efforts. "OTT is not just for the youth, 
even elderly and housewives equally enjoy the 
OTT space," she said.

shows in India. "Although animations are widely 
seen by the viewers in the country, it is yet to reach 
the level where it can describe as popular,” he 
maintained.
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Panel Discussion: 2

Students discuss OTT Media Consumption by Indian Youth
Anjali Pathak

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3iauYXJj9Y&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3iauYXJj9Y&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3iauYXJj9Y&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=6
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anjali-pathak-302a32214/


The third-panel discussion of CIFFI 2021 was a 
heartfelt tribute to the legendary actor Dilip 
Kumar, who died on July 07, 2021, leaving 
behind a galaxy of iconic movies and his charisma 
to be remembered forever. This panel discussion 
was on the topic 'Dilip Kumar-A Legend, and His 
Milestones' was organised in collaboration with 
New Delhi Film Foundation (NDFF)during the 
international film festival- CIFFI 2021 on 
December 16.

Prof Jawari Mal Parakh, Veteran film scholar, 
author and media educator, explained the rise of 
Dilip Kumar as an actor and as a phenomenon of 
the Nehruvian period. "To understand Dilip Kumar 
is to understand the period he lived and worked in. 
Dilip Kumar epitomised hope, aspirations and 
struggle of the middle-class Indian of that time,” 
he said.

While introducing the session, Dr Ambrish 
Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School 
and Festival Director, CIFFI 2021, fondly 
remembered Dilip Kumar and said, “Dilip Ji 
embodies an era in Indian cinema. “The festival 
would have been incomplete without paying 
tribute to Dilip Kumar as an actor,” he said.

Senior film critique and scholars Ms Shoma 
Chatterji reminisced Dilip Kumar as an actor and 
recounted his performance through some of his 
landmark films. She gave a critical view of his 

performances. She defined the thespian actor as a 
'Sociological metaphor of his time'.

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media 
School and Festival Associate Director, CIFFI 

Mr Amitaabh Srivastava, Senior Journalist and 
President of New Delhi Film Foundation (NDFF) 
described Dilip Kumar through his acting. "He was 
not only an honest actor and a class apart actor. 
He was also a good human being," he said. "His 
intense depiction of love on the screen would 
connect heart-to-heart with the audience," Mr 
Amitaabh commented.

2021, concluded the session by describing the 
session as extraordinary. "We learnt so many 
unknown facts about Dilip Kumar. Mere a session 
on Dilip Kumar cannot be enough to describe the 
legend. There is still so much to learn about him,” 
she said. The session was moderated by Ms 
Manmeet Kaur, Assistant Professor, Media 
School, DME. She also paid a heartfelt tribute to 
the legendary actor.
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Panel Discussion: 3

CIFFI 2021 pays heartfelt tribute to legendary actor Dilip Kumar
Anjali Pathak

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00bwmrQcXic&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00bwmrQcXic&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00bwmrQcXic&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=7
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anjali-pathak-302a32214/


Dr Ambrish Saxena began the session by saying, 
“As we look critically at our own cultural 
assumptions about how creativity works, these 
whole settings aim to discover cross-cultural 
creativity.”

Dr Vikrant Kishore, Festival Director, CIFFI 2021 
from Deakin University, Melbourne, Australia, 
highlighted the importance of being a filmmaker 
by stating,“Before you exercise your right, you 
must know your duties as a filmmaker”.

Prof. Phillip Mclntyre, Professor Creative 
Industries University of Newcastle, talked about 
bringing noble things into being with the help of 
creativity. “Deeper understanding requires more 
interdisciplinary research, based on a system view 
of creativity", he added.

The fourth panel discussion of CIFFI 2021 on the 
theme 'Cross-cultural activity working between 
and within India and Australia' had panel lists 
from across the globe. They deliberated on 
creativity as a concept and cultural and traditional 
roots playing an essential role in film making. Dr 
Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School and Festival Director, CIFFI 2021, 
moderated the session. It was organised on the 
third day of the international film festival on 
December 17.

Ms Susan Kerrigan, Associate Professor & Film & 
Media Practitioner Australia, spoke about how 
culture, personal background and societal 
attributes play a crucial role in the filmmaking 
process. She talked about the theoretical 
relevance of domain, agent in gatekeeper, and 
field society in creativity.

Ms Anjali Bhushan, Head of Creative Content and 
Production at Viacom 18 Studios, highlighted the 
practicality of audience analysis while making 
fi lms & the importance of pan culture 
environment in film making. 

Prof. Dr Gauri D Chakraborty, Professor, Times 
School of Media, Bennett University, highlighted 
the fusion of Indian art forms and performances in 

creativity. “Creativity is the offshoot of respect for 
one's culture and tradition. The role and relevance 
of motif are equally important,” she said.

Mr Harvinder Mankkar, Editor, Mayapuri 
Magazine, India, highlighted the scenario of 
filmmaking nowadays. He said, “Currently 
filmmaking is about storytelling, which is one of 
the best things happened because of the 
invention of OTT platforms.”

The host Ishika Wadhwa, a student of DME Media 
School, concluded the session by thanking 
everyone for being a part of CIFFI 2021 and 
sharing different perspectives and opinions on 
'Cross Culture Creativity'.

Panel Discussion: 4

Australian-Indians discuss cross-cultural roots and their experience
in shaping Australian Media landscape

Sufia Mirza
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xd3zq3vEgcw&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xd3zq3vEgcw&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xd3zq3vEgcw&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=9
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sufia-mirza-84b164218/


The panel comprising key note speaker Ms Kumud 
Merani, Former Executive Producer Hindi Programs 
with SBS Radio, Actor and Theater Director;Panellists 
Mr Girish Makwana, Filmmaker, Mr Satinder Chawla, 
Actor, Ms Dheepa Awtani, Filmmaker and Ms Kamini 
Sabherwal, Actor shared their experience and struggle 
and experience as an Australian – Indian actors, 
filmmakers and media persons.

In the beginning, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Festival Director 
and Dean DME Media School, apprised the viewers 
regarding various sessions of CIFFI 2021 and 
appreciated all the panellists for giving their time and 
sharing the knowledge and their experiences with the 
audience. 

Ms Merani, during his interaction, said that Australia 
has an affluent diverse population. But this diversity is 
not reflected in the Australian media. "Pandemic has 
opened up new opportunities to inform, aware and 
educate people and media has played an important 
role," she said.

The second panel discussion of the third day of CIFFI 
2021 witnessed an insightful deliberation on the 
theme -'Australian Indians in Australian Media: 
Challenges and Opportunities 'on December 17.Mr 
Vikrant Kishore, Festival Director, CIFFI 2021 from 
Deakin University, Melbourne, moderated the session.

Mr Makwana pointed out that Indians lack maturity as 
far as cinema is concerned. “The big picture is yet to 

While Mr Chawla called his journey in cinema 
inspirational, Kamini Sabherwal said that there is a 
visible demographic change in the Australian media. 
“One has to get noticed to be able to get the right kind 
of roles,” she said. Filmmaker, Dheepa Awtani, 

come. South Indian cinema is popular in Australia 
because of its intense conceptualisation and 
storyline,” he said. “Hindi cinema needs to be bold 
and courageous in highlighting issues affecting the 
weak and women to compete in the world cinema,” he 
pointed out. 

Concluding the panel discussion, Dr Susmita Bala, 
Head, Media School, DME and Festival Associate 
Director, CIFFI 2021, said that moving to another 
country comes with its challenges. However, the 
experiences shared by panellists are a lesson for the 
students, thus preparing them for the journey ahead.

pointed out that Australia provides the opportunity 
and platform. However, one needs to have the talent 
to succeed.

Panel Discussion: 5

Australian Indians in Australian Media
Scholars explore Challenges and Opportunities

Vanshika Bali
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Mr Kabir said that the making of Aiyai was a soulful 
journey. The film revolves around the experience of 
Indian students coming to Australia. “Australia is a 
land of dreams. It gives opportunities. However, one 

Aiyai has received critical acclaim from multiple 
International Film Festivals across various continents 
with over 24 official selections, including 14 award 
wins.

The Panel comprising lead star cast and the technical 
team of the Aiyai – Wrathful Soul, including Mr Kabir 
Singh, the lead actor, Ms Pennyanne Lace, the female 
lead actress, Mr Alan Arumugam writer-director, Mr 
Damien Beebe, director of photography and Mr 
Kanesh Mohana Sundaram, the producer of the film, 
discussed the finer nuances of the making of the film. 
The session was moderated by Dr Vikrant Kishore, 
Festival Director, CIFFI 2021, from Deakin University, 
Melbourne, Australia.

Introducing the session, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor 
and Dean, DME Media School and Festival Director, 
CIFFI 2021, said that CIFFI provides a suitable 
platform for budding directors and producers.

Day-4 of CIFFI 2021 began witha scholarly panel 
discussion on Aiyai- Wrathful Soul, a supernatural 
thriller feature film with broad-spectrum international 
appeal designed to cater to global markets. The film, 
produced by Kanesh Mohana Sundaram, was released 
in Australia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Qatar, UAE, 
Bahrain, and Oman in March 2020. 

needs to work hard to become successful in a different 
country,” he said.

Ms Pennyanne shared her experience of working in a 
horror film. “It is important to get into the right frame 
of mind to bring the character alive. In a horror movie 
it is difficult to look beautiful. But in this film, I was 
actually looking beautiful,” she commented.

According to Mr Alan, the objective of the film was to 
connect the supernatural with reality. "We wanted to 
make a psychological thriller by adding different 
flavours and tastes,” he maintained.

Mr Damien gave credit to the team effort for the film's 
success. "Team effort and collaboration is the key to 
film production," he said. "The success of the film lies 
in the audience identifying with the character," he 
added. Mr Kanesh told that a good script makes all the 
difference.

Concluding the panel discussion, Dr Susmita Bala, 
Festival Associate Director, CIFFI 2021and Head, 
Media School, DME, said that horror is an exciting 
genre and directors and producers have a difficult task 
of bringing horror live before the audience.

Panel Discussion: 6

Makers discuss the making of Aiyai- Wrathful Soul
Krishna Pandey

Page 12

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bIuJzYhCvmc&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bIuJzYhCvmc&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bIuJzYhCvmc&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=12
https://www.linkedin.com/in/krishna-pandey-60b7913/


The seventh panel discussion of CIFFI 2021had galaxy 
of stalwarts from cinema and media industry to 
discuss-'Rebirth and rejuvenation of cinema in the 
digital era –A pandemic fallout' on December 18. The 
panel included- Mr Rajpal Yadav, Renowned Actor 
and Comedian; Mr Saptak Niyogi, Director and former 
RJ; Mr Sanjay Narayanan Pisharody, Marketing 
Professional; Ms Piyanka Tanwar, Filmmaker and 
Cinematographer; Mr Aftab Asghar, a US based 
independent Filmmaker and Dr Ambrish Saxena 
Professor and Dean, DME Media School and Festival 
Director, CIFFI 2021.

The panel was moderated by Prof. Ujjwal K 
Chowdhury, Secretary, Global Media Education 
Council (GMEC). Initiating the discussion, Prof. 
Chowdhury said that cinema is undergoing a 
transition phase. “The change is evident in terms of 
content, theme, production and marketing, OTT is 
having a free run”, said the senior academician.

Mr Sanjay, spoke about the challenges faced by the 
film industry in India from the marketing perspective. 
“India continues to be an 'under-screen' market. The 

Mr Rajpal Yadav called post pandemic a golden era of 
entertainment and talent. “Film making is relatively 
easy but releasing it at theatre is a difficult task.,” he 
said. “World can still forget covid but it cannot forget 
the experience of 70mm,” he added.

ratio is skewed towards block buster films to be 
released in theatres. The independent film makers are 
still struggling to find theatres for their films. They 
have now shifted to OTT platforms. Pandemic has 
accelerated the shift,” he said. “However, the 
experience of theatre cannot be minimized, despite 
challenges and threat posed by streaming 
platforms.,” he added.

Mr Aftab Asghar, while narrating the trials and travails 
of releasing a film for international audience pointed 
out that people's attention span has reduced 
drastically and to make them glued to a three-hour 
cinema is not easy. “They want interesting and short 
content and streaming platforms are easily 
accessible,” he said.

Ms Piyanka Tanwar spoke in details about making of 
short budget films and how OTT has given boost to 
short film directors to release their content. Mr Saptak 
Niyogi, said that although OTT has provided a lot 
scope for experiments, the thrill of 70 mm remains.

Dr Ambrish Saxena said that the budding talents have 
to nurtured and given the platform to showcase their 
skills. Concluding the session, Dr Susmita Bala, Chief 
Associate Festival Director and Head, Media School, 
DME said that talent is like a seed and it has to be 
nurtured into a tree.

Panel Discussion: 7

Post pandemic, a golden era for entertainment and talent:
Rajpal YadavKrishna Pandey and Aditya Goswami
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The ninth panel discussion of the CIFFI 2021 was 
steered with the team of documentary makers, Geeta- 
highlighting the travails of acid attack survivors. 
Organised on December 19, the session hada global 
panel including Ms Neetu, Activist and Co-founder, 
Sheroes Hangout; Ms Nayana Bhandari, Co-Producer 
of documentary 'Geeta' and Ms Emma Macey-Storch, 
Director and Producer of Documentary' Geeta'.

Ms Emma Macey-Storch, talked about how the idea of 
'Geeta' came out. The story of 'Geeta' tells that heinous 
crime like the acid attack has to be ended at the 
earliest, and the majority must be made aware. By 
giving the example of Malala's story, she said, "we 
have to find ways in ourselves to bring out a change". 

Dr Vikrant Kishore, Festival Director, CIFFI 2021 from 
Deakin University Melbourne, Australia, moderated 
the session and introduced the panellists.

Introducing the discussion, Dr Ambrish Saxena, 
Professor and Dean, DME Media School and Festival 
Director, pointed out that CIFFI 2021 is truly 
international. "It has experts from across the world 
discussing the issues at the forefront of cinema and 
society", he added.

Ms Neetu, an Acid Attack Survivor and activist, while 
explaining the importance of the story, said, 
"Everyone has the power to bring out change, we just 

need to recognise that power ". She told how she had 
reached this point because of her mother, and if her 
mother had not encouraged her, she would have been 
broken. 

Ms Nayana said that the issue of gender violence is 
just not confined to India. It is a global issue. "Need of 
the hour is to reach out to the victims of violence and 
discrimination," she said. "This story or movie needs 
to be acknowledged on international platform 

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media 
School and Chief Associate Festival Director, 
concluded the session by saluting the women of 
courage who have been fighting against violence and 
discrimination. She encouraged the younger 
generation to bring a change in society.

because it talks about a social issue which is a global 
colossal problem."

Panel Discussion: 8

'Geeta' – Documentary makers deliberate social change through cinema
Priya Mishra
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Continuing the discussion of the international issues, 
the second panel discussion of day-5 of CIFFI 2021- 
talked about 'Children's Films Global Movement - 
Opportunities & Challenges'. Mr Praveen Nagda, 
Festival Director, Kidz Cinema and Culture Cinema 
India, moderated the session.

Introducing the session, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor 
and Dean, DME Media School and Festival Director, 
CIFFI 2021, said, "We at CIFFI try to bring diversity of 
issues. Children Cinema is an upcoming industry in 
India. It can do really well if it gets the right audience 
for it."

The session has film experts from all over the world, 
including Ms Pamela Bisson, Producer and Film 
Maker, Canada; Ms Theodora Malliarou, Researcher & 
Film Maker, Greece; Ms Sean Cisterna, Award-
winning Director, Canada; Ms Azadeh Shakourirad, 
Animation scriptwriter & Director, Iran; Mr Alexandre 
Juruena, Director and curator of the Anim! Arte, Brazil, 
and Ms Sannette Naeye, Consultant and Producer, 
Netherlands. 

Ms Azadeh talked about her work in Iran on Children's 
Films. "In my country Cinema is more government-
controlled. The government can make good movie. 
But due to economic problems, they are not able to 
make it, still I see a better future for my country." she 
added. 

Mr Alexandre described the importance of listening to 
children. "The message in the Cinema is always 

Ms Sannette spoke about meaningful Cinema. 
"Quality content and distribution are areas of 
concern," she said. "We need to make sure that we are 
both educating and entertaining youngsters at the 
same time", she added.

Ms Pamela shared her experience of shooting during 
COVID-19. She discussed the challenges and lessons 
learnt from the situation and elaborated on her works. 

important. We should hear children. It's important to 
think about their feelings. We have to stimulate their 
feelings, fantasy and dream", said the filmmaker 
from Brazil.

Concluding the session, Dr Susmita Bala, Professor 
and Head, DME Media School and Chief Associate 
Festival Director, said that the cinema fraternity 
should make efforts to produce more films on children, 
and children should also be guided in creating rich 
content.

Panel Discussion: 9

Filmmakers from Canada, Iran, Brazil, India and Netherlands
present global perspective on Children CinemaVaishnavi Nair

Page 15

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtvTE1F1vvI&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=17
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtvTE1F1vvI&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=17
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtvTE1F1vvI&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=17
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vaishnavi-nair-907a16202/


Dr Vikrant Kishore, Festival Director, pointed out that 
Australia is a favourite destination for students from 
South –Asian countries who study media. “Yet at the 
end of the day, they struggle hard for the right 
opportunities and breakthroughs. Same is the case 
with them in India. Australia needs to change its 
image from a tourist destination to a land of 
opportunities in cinema,” he said.

Ms Nina said that audience is changing and is not 
confined only to the indigenous platforms for 
entertainment. “Although the front end of a 

The deliberations on global cinema continued on the 
sixth day of CIFFI 2021 as an esteemed panel of film 
experts discussed 'Australia-India Film Relations: A 
Health Check?' on December 20. The session was 
moderated by Ms Julie Marlow, Film professional, 
Writer and Academician. The panel included MrA K 
Tareen, Advisor Australian Government, Ms Nina Lath 
Gupta, CEO NFDC, India and Mr Kartik Mohandas, 
Media Consultant, Australia. 

Introducing the session, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor 
and Dean, DME Media School and Festival Director, 
said cinema defies boundaries. “OTT has demolished 
all the traditional boundaries. He said that there 
should be a healthy exchange of cinema and creative 
ideas at the global level,” he said.

Mr Kartik spoke about the marketing and distribution 

distribution business is undergoing a phenomenal 
change, the back-end business of production is 
confined to boundaries,” she said. “There is so little 
cross-border engagement at the back-end film 
production level, “she added.

Mr Tareen spoke about a broader perspective 
involving trade and lasting collaborations between 
India and Australia. 

strategies of cinema in India and Australia. The 
distribution of Indian cinema in Australia and New 
Zealand have come off age. “We can expect a million-
dollar business from these two countries. 

Concluding the session, Dr SusmitaBala, Professor 
and Head, DME Media School and Chief Associate 
Festival Director, said that cinema needs good content 
and effective marketing and distribution strategy to 
reach a wider audience.

Panel Discussion: 10

Panel takes health check of Australia-India Film relations
Avtansh Dubey
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Ms Chris spoke about her dance form, which people 
are still unaware of. She further added, "There is a lot 
of scope for Indian dance and music. Dance as an art 
form can be used to create awareness against social 
evils."

Kunal Sachdeva said, "India has digitalized so much 
in the last ten year and everyone has their social 

A seasoned panel of artists, including dancers and 
singers, gathered to discuss 'Creating and performing 
Bollywood music and dance in Australia'. The session 
was moderated by Kamini Sabherwal, an Australian-
Indian bi-lingual actor, and co-moderated by Dr 
Vikrant Kishore, Festival Director.

The panellists included Ms Shyama Sasidharan, 
Founder of Prakalpa Samskruti, performing artiste; Ms 
Chris Mallika Bhadra, founder of Ananda dance group, 
Melbourne; Ms Natasha Baweja, founder of NB dance, 
Australia and Mr Kunal Sachdeva, an Indian singer 
based in Australia.

Ms Natasha spoke about how the demand for 
Bollywood music and dance has increased manifold in 
Australia and quoted, "Bollywood songs and dance 
are not confined to mere South-Asian communities. 
Even the local white population of Australia is equally 
enamoured by Bollywood song and dance."

Ms Shyama mentioned that Indian dance and music 
in Australia is famous and quoted, "Local audience 
has played a major role in highlighting Indian 

media handles so it became accessible to get a 
glimpse of the dance and music of both India and 
Australia." He further added that "classical music is 
like an ocean for me, ocean I dive into." He also talked 
about how the road to fame is not easy.

Dr Vikrant Kishore further added, "we started new 
project, Loneliness in which we will discuss on how 
dance could kill loneliness."

classical dance in Australia. Indian classical dance as 
a performing art has attracted many local Australians 
who have showed interest in it by pursuing it", 
Shyama Sasidharan added.

Concluding the session, Dr Susmita Bala, Professor 
and Head, DME Media School and Chief Associate 
Festival Director said, "Bollywood is full of challenges 
and has lots of opportunities simultaneously. One 
needs to be creative in this field to achieve heights", Dr 
Bala said.

Panel Discussion: 11

International artists talk about Influence of
Bollywood dance and music in AustraliaDiksha Negi
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Introducing the session, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Festival 
Director and Dean, DME Media School, stated 
“Today's discussion will be pathbreakingas no such 
forum has ever talked about sound design in this 
light.”

Day 4 of CIFFI 2021 concluded with a panel discussion 
on a very riveting subject of sound in cinema on 
December 18. Titled 'Sound Design in Film: Aesthetics 
and Technology'- the session highlighted the concept 
and relevance of sound design in enlivening a story 
through auditory elements. 

Moderated by Dr Gauri D Chakraborty, Professor, 
Times School of Media, Bennett University, the 
eminent panellists included Mr Pankaj Rakesh, 
Veteran Filmmaker; Ms Gissy Michael, Sound 
Designer and FTII Alumna; Mr Sudeep Chakravarty, 
Sound Designer, Musician and SRFTII Alumnus and Dr 
Moina Khan, Academician, Bennett University.

Dr Chakraborty set the premise with an introduction to 
various cinematic sounds and their significance. She 
said, “The process of creating sound is as much 

Mr Sudeep Chakravarty, talked about the difference 
between a sound designer and a sound recordist. He 
said, “A recordist has more of a technical job which is 
part of the actual recording but a sound designer 
works from earlier on, alongside the director to 
interpret the script in auditory terms.”

Ms Gissy Michaelfurther elaborated this idea and 
stated that a sound designer accompanies the director 
to locations for understanding the requirements. “To 
tell a story parallel to the visuals, it is important to use 
location sounds as well, which is an emerging trend in 
the industry,”she added. 

aesthetic as it is technical. Often we are too focused on 
the visuals of a film but imagine how stillborn would a 
scene be if you watched it on mute.” Further clarifying 
the idea, a few sound tracks were played for the 
audience to analyse the emotions and images they 
conjured up whilelistening. 

Making a comparison between audio and visual 
elements, Mr Pankaj Rakesh, seasoned filmmaker, 
photographer and media educator,told that earlier 

The discussed ensued with Dr Moina Khan talking 
about training students for this field. She said, “We 
start by asking students to identify their city through 
soundand gradually move towards sound mixing. This 
teaches them to communicate using only this 
medium.” She added that sounds are heard 
subconsciously but to work with it, we have to bring it 
into our conscious awareness.

Students in the audience raised several questions for 
the panel where examples from latest series on OTT 
platforms and their use of sound design was 
discussed. The session concluded with summary 
remarks from Dr Susmita Bala,Chief AssociateFestival 
Director and Head, DME Media School, “This session 
will help us in future to set our priorities right during 
any film production and attributing equal importance 
to sound as visual elements.”

sound was not given its due even in terms of pay 
grades for a cameraperson vis a vis a sound recordist. 
“The heavy reliance on dubbing and post-production 
fixes is an attitude that needs to go,” he emphasized. 

Curate Session 1

Is sound design a cinematic underdog? Esteemed panel discusses
Ayushi Verma

Ms Gissy MichaelDr Moina Khan
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The Master Class was followed by an interactive 
session hosted by Mr Pramod Kumar Pandey, 
Assistant Professor, DME Media School, on the 

On the inaugural day of CIFFI 2021, Prof. Eylem 
Atakav, University of East Anglia, United 
Kingdom, conducted a Master Class through a 
video lecture on the topic of Gender and Cinema. 
In her address, Prof. Atakam, who has made a 
var ie ty  o f  women-cent r i c  movies  and 
documentaries, talked about her zero-budget 
documentary, 'Growing up Mermaid'. She said, 
"This documentary has made impact at the 
international level. It is about the story of four 
women who were forced to get married at a 
young age." "Films can have a lot of impact on 
society and life of people", added Prof. Atakam. 

same theme. Mr Pandey said that in Indian 
cinema, women have always been shown as 
marginalised. He raised the question of whether 
changes taking place are enough or not? Are 
documentaries talking about the issues of women? 

The speakers for the session were Prof. (Dr) 
Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School, Ms 
Manmeet Kaur and Ms Sruthi VS, Assistant 
Professors, DME Media School. 

Dr Ambrish Saxena stated that movies are made 
for commercial goals and to catch the audience's 
eyes, and that is why wrong things are glorified. 
And because of male dominance, they are always 
shown in a better way. But, he said, "Things have 
now changed, as women are shown in a better 
way". 

Ms Shruti VS said that documentaries hold a lot of 
power, making people think. 'There should be a 
story, and the story should have the ability to 
convince, she said. She further added that with 
OTT's growth, there is now more space for women 
filmmakers and female characters. 

The session was followed by a question-answer 
round in which various queries of students were 
addressed by the speakers.

Ms Manmeet said that movies are all about the 
identification of matter. She said that now 
documentaries have space for themselves, and 
they can be used as a key for transformation. 

Master Class-1

Storytelling brings us together, says Eylem Atakam
from the United Kingdom

Khushi Nagpal
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While speaking about Shyam Benegal, who 

The last day of CIFFI 2021 began with a 
Master Class on the topic 'Shyam Benegal: 
The Master Storyteller'- conducted by Dr Vivek 
Sachdeva, film expert, author and Professor 
of English, University School of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, Guru Gobind Singh 
Indraprastha University. 

Introducing the session, Dr Ambrish Saxena, 
Festival Director CIFFI 2021 said, “Shyam 
Benegal represented India in its essence 
while depicting the socio-economic and 
political reality of the country. His cinema 
represented the oppressed and the 
suppressed,” he said.

pioneered parallel cinema in the country, Dr 
Vivek Sachdeva described him as the tallest 
amongst all the great cinematic personalities 
of the country. “Shyam Benegal narrated his 
story with powerful visuals. Through his 
cinema Benegal demystified the notion of truth 
as linear and unified phenomena,” he said.

Dr Sachdeva reviewed the work of Bengal 
through some of his landmark movies like 

He spoke about Benegal's early years and 
commented, “Shyam's art of imaginative 
storytelling was shown in Ankur, a film about 
discrimination against women in rural areas. 
There was no violence in the film, only reality.” 
His work is extensive and is very close to reality. 

It was an exciting and learning experience for 
the students. They clarified their doubts with 
the expert at the end of the session. 
Concluding the session, Dr Susmita Bala, 
Professor and Head, DME Media School and 
Festival Associate Director, CIFFI 2021, said 
that contribution of Shyam Benegal would 
always be remembered across the globe. “His 
work is still relevant in today's era”, she 
added.

Manthan, Zubeidaa, Nishant, Bhumika and 
Sardari Begum, which set a benchmark in the 
history of Indian cinema.

Master Class 2

Dr Vivek Sachdeva discusses Shyam Benegal's
narrative approach at CIFFI 2021

Kirti Mathur
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Students of DME Media School had an excellent 
opportunity to learn nuances of acting during the 
first workshop of CIFFI 2021, organised on the 
theme 'Acting from Theatre to Films'. Mr Kanwar 
Deepak Gulati, a renowned theatre and Film 
Practitioner and a pioneer in propagating the 
Street Theatre movement in India, was the 
resource person for the workshop. It was 
organised in Studio 62 of DME on December 16.

In his opening remarks, Dr Ambrish Saxena, 
Professor and Dean, DME Media School and 
Festival Director, CIFFI 2021, said that cinema 
opens a plethora of opportunities for young 
aspiring actors. “Such workshops on acting help 
students in horning their skills and learning the 
deep nuances of the art of acting, “he said.

The senior filmmaker initiated the session while 
differentiating acting as art between theatre and 

cinema. He pointed out that acting in theatre is 
done to satisfy the audience sitting in the front and 
the last rows, and the audience sitting in the last 
row may not be able even to see the actor's face. 
They are largely dependent on their gestures. In 
films, on the other hand, acting is done for the 
camera.

Mr Gulati assisted students in comprehending the 
fundamental differences between acting for the 
big screen and acting for the stage. The 
participants were given hands-on experience with 
acting skills. Mr Gulati said, “The first rule to learn 
acting is by learning not to act.”

He advised participants on how to enhance their 
skills and mentioned, “while acting remember 
that you're not an actor, you're a tool through 
which director narrates his/her story to the 
audience.” “The key to remember your moves 

while recreating a perfect shot is by working on 
your expression, conviction and intensity”, he 
added while students did a small role play.

Concluding the workshop, Dr Susmita Bala, 
Professor and Head, DME Media School and 
Festival Associate Director, said, “Whether it is for 
the theatre or for cinema, acting is an art that only 
few are able to master. The session covered so 
many aspects of acting that are so crucial, 
especially for new learners. Specially, learning 
the difference between acting for cinema in front 
of the camera and acting for a live audience is a 
very important lesson for any actor,” she said. 

Dr Tinam Borah and Mr Vishal Sahai, Assistant 
Professors, DME Media School, coordinated the 
workshop.

Workshop-1

Kanwar Deepak Gulati teaches nuances of acting
to young minds @Studio 62

Kirti Mathur

Page 21

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BB49-yvKMvY&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BB49-yvKMvY&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkimgKcZxGxlhuOjJ2o9LMvz&index=8
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kirti-mathur-a71765216/


Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME 
Media School and Festival Director, CIFFI 2021, 
welcomed the guest and introduced the topic. Dr 
Saxena pointed, "Cinema is a reflection of 
society. The workshop aims at changing the 
perspective towards objectification of women."

A workshop on 'Understanding female 
perspective for budding filmmakers' was 
organised on the sixth day of CIFFI 2021. Mr 
Aditya Seth, Award-winning Filmmaker, 
Academic Consultant for the University of South 
Wales, UK; Founder and Course Director, Indian 
Academy of Shorts (IAS), conducted the 
workshop on December 20.

Mr Seth shared his thoughts that the female 
audience is equally important as the male 

He gave examples of films like Razi (2018 by 
Meghna Gulzar), English Vinglish (2012 by Gauri 

viewers. It is necessary that their opinion is also 
sought and given equal mileage while making a 
film. "Women as protagonists can't be overlooked 
for long in Indian cinema," he said. There is a 
paradigm shift in the perception towards the 
depiction of female characters in Indian cinema 
today," he added.

Mr Seth further explained that there are different 
ways of seeing men and women gaze. He showed 
videos during the workshop to substantiate his 
point. The videos showed how the representation 
of men and women in visual culture entice 
different "gazes" and different perspectives and 
how two genders look at these videos. 

Shinde), Soorarai Pottru (2020 by Sudha 
Kongara Prasad), Lady Bird (2017 by Greta 
Gerwig) and Bird's of prey (2020 by Cathy Yan) 
and discussed how strong and charismatic a 
female character could be in Bollywood and 
Hollywood film industry.

The session was insightful and touched upon a 
topic that needs the attention of young, 
enthusiast film lovers.

Concluding the workshop, Dr Susmita Bala, 
Professor and Head, DME Media School and 
Festival Associate Director, CIFFI 2021, said that 
youth needs to be sensitised on the issues relating 
to women. The perception of women from being 
passive and submissive to expressive has to be 
looked at.

Workshop-2

Aditya Seth shares insight on female perspective
for budding filmmakers

Aditi Anu
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The third edition of CIFFI 2021 concluded with a 
grand valedictory ceremony on December 21in 
the presence of eminent filmmakers and scholars 
from across the globe. This was the World's First 
7-Day Hybrid International Film Festival 
organised by the educational institutions of two 
countries – Media School of Delhi Metropolitan 
Education, Noida, India and School of 
Communications and Creative Arts, Deakin 
University, Melbourne, Australia, from December 
15-21, 2021. 

Mr Rajpal Yadav, renowned actor and comedian, 

At the ceremony, 13 films bagged the CIFFI 
Awards for Best Film in seven categories – 
documentary, fiction, short films, ad films, lock 
down diaries, animation and musicals – while 7 
films were given a special mention from the jury. 

Mr Tigmanshu Dhulia, celebrated filmmaker, 
producer, director, actor and screenwriter was the 
Festival Ambassador of CIFFI 2021. Addressing 
the gathering through a video message he said, 
“Film festivals like these provide an arena to 
discuss the aesthetics of cinema. They offer a 
platform for cine lovers to watch movies of 
different cultures and civilizations.”

in his address, remarked that it is a great time for 
students to learn and achieve big in the world of 
cinema. While giving the analogy of seed growing 
into a strong tree, Mr Yadav encouraged the 
students to work for the benefit of society and 
country at large.

Mr Aman Sahni, Vice Chairman, DME, talked 

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media 
School and Chief Associate Festival Director, 
expressed her delight over a well-conducted event 
and appreciated the efforts put in by all 
associated. “CIFFI 2021 has heralded a new era 
in film festivals organized by educational 

about the relevance of film festivals and lauded 
the exponential growth CIFFI has achieved over 
the years. “The scale has grown in leaps and 
bounds,” he said. 

Justice Bhanwar Singh, Director General, DME, 
appreciated the film festival while expressing the 
value of cinema. He said, “It is the most 
democratic art as it uses the most accessible 
language.”

According to Dr Ravi Kant Swami, Director, DME, 
“CIFFI 2021 sets the benchmark for other types of 
film festivals.”

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME 
Media School and Festival Director, appreciated 
the filmmakers who contributed to the festival. He 
said, “This time, CIFFI has set a new benchmark 
with 3000 entries with a viewing time of over 700 
hours. At DME Media School, we believe in taking 
challenges and surpassing them every time.” 

Seven-day cinematic fest comes to a grand conclusion

Filmmakers from US, Finland, Ukraine, Iran, and
six other countries awarded

Shreya Jha 
13 films receive CIFFI Awards and 7 get Special Jury Mention

CIFFI 2021 came to its full closure with 
a promise to return next year with its 
fourth edition. 

A n  e v e n i n g  o f  c u l t u r a l 
extravaganza

The valedictory ceremony was followed 
by a cultural show put together by the 
students of DME Media Schoolto mark 
the successful conclusion of the seven-
day long festival. Keeping the spirit of 
cinema alive, students performed a 
musical medley of popular Bollywood 
songs and a dance sequence dedicated 
to the legends of this art form. They 
also enacted famous movie scenes, 
followed by a fashion walk depicting 
the iconic characters of Indian cinema. 
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institutions. It is definitively an achievement for 
all of us,” she said. 

Dr Vikrant Kishore, Festival Director and Senior 
Lecturer, Deakin University, Melbourne, 
Aust ra l ia ,  sa id that  CIFFI  i s  growing 
phenomenally. He said, “Its public listing at the 
film freeway signifies its eminence.  It brought 
the experts and participants together to discuss 
issues and topics relevant to cinema.” 

Prof KG Suresh, Member CIFFI Advisory Board, 
President, Global Media Education Council 
(GMEC) and Vice Chancellor, Makhanlal 
Chaturvedi National University of Journalism 
and Communication, Bhopal praised the festival 
for its enhanced student engagement. He added 
that films have been powerful means of 
communication, “As the realm of OTT sets in, the 
experience of 70mm screen has nowhere to go.”

Prof Ujjwal K Chowdhury, Member CIFFI Advisory 
Board and Secretary, Global Media Education 
Council (GMEC), emphasized the potential for 
future collaborations. “We look forward to work 
with technology partners and production houses 
who would take the work of filmmakers to the 
next level,” he said. 

Dr Sanjay Ranade, Expert, CIFFI Advisory Board, 
pointed out that the time has come when experts 
of cinema should pay attention to the film industry 
of the southern part of the globe. He said, “There 
are many unheard voices in this region. Time now 
to bring them to the front.”

Dr Martin Potter, Member, CIFFI Advisory Board 
and Lecturer in Screen and Design, Deakin 
University, Melbourne, Australia commented on 
the India-Australia film relations. “Cinema is 
nothing but reflection of our social and cultural 
engagements and CIFFI personifies it perfectly,” 
he said.

Mr Pankaj Rakesh, Seasoned filmmaker, 
Photographer and Media educator and jury of 
CIFFI 2021 said that film festivals are here to stay 
and celebrate diversity and creativity.

Ms Supriya Suri, Founder and President of Cine 
Darbaar, filmmaker, film critic and CIFFI Jury 

Mr  Praveen  Nagda ,  Fes t i va l  D i r e c to r , 
KidzCINEMA2020, CEO, White Coffee Event 
Management Pvt Ltd appreciated CIFFI 2021 as a 
training ground for the future film makers. He 
said, “The curator value of this festival is at the 
next level already.”

Member said that such festivals are critical for not 
just the artists but also for the new generation of 
filmmakers to showcase their talent. 

Mr Murtaza Ali Khan, Filmmaker, Film Critic, Senior 
Journalist and CIFFI Jury Member pointed out that 
CIFFI 2021 has been fruitful for emerging 
filmmakers. He said, “Movies made by young 
directors got an engaging audience who are valued 
for their efforts.”

Mr Nimish Kapoor, Scientist E, Vigyan Prasar, 
Department of Scienceand Technology, Government 
of India and CIFFI Jury Member congratulated the 
other jury members and all others who contributing 
the success of the film festival.

Mr Pavail Gulati, noted actor said kudos to DME for 
organizing a film festival in a hybrid mode during 
COVID times.

The occasion gave an insight into the long-haul 
preparations of CIFFI 2021 featuring its entire team 
of students and teachers in a video compilation, and 
the unveiling of the upcoming and much-awaited 

 
international conference ICAN5 with the theme - 

AlInclusivity, Convergence and ternative Negotiations 
scheduled - to be held in April 2022.
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CIFFI in Media
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Winners and Honourable Mentions



Languages are like ornaments, decorating our personalities:
Dr Gurmeet Singh

Dr Gurmeet spoke about truth as a cornerstone of Journalism. “Journalists must strive 
for highlighting and expressing the truth irrespective of the consequences,” Dr 
Gurmeet said. “The truth should be told. For me, knowing the truth itself is 
important,” he added. 
Dr Gurmeet eloquently spoke about Hindi as a language. “I don't differentiate 
between Hindi and Urdu as we have taken many words from Arabian and Persian 

While introducing the session, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School, pointed out that the fundamental objective of VIS is not just to introduce our 
students to illustrious personalities from diverse backgrounds but also to highlight 
their achievements as an inspiration. “The essence of VIS lies in bringing the students 
closer to the struggle and success of people who have established themselves in the 
society. Dr Gurmeet as an educator has been instrumental in highlighting Hindi on 
the international scene,” Dr Saxena added.

The Vibrant India Series, in its 20th episode on December 29, featured Dr Gurmeet 
Singh, author and a Global Hindi Educator from Punjab University, Chandigarh. 

Swastika Mishra

Vibrant India Series Episode 20

languages. English has no competition today as we are far ahead in Hindi as an 
enriched language,” Dr Gurmeet said. He added that students should learn as 
many languages as possible. Language builds character, and they are easy to 
understand too.
He also spoke about the philosophy of life by saying that human destiny is 
predetermined. He stressed on the relevance of positivity and Karma.
“Dr Gurmeet has done a service to the nation by bringing Hindi as a language on 
the international scene,” Dr Susmita Bala, Head, Media School, DME, remarked.
Dr Saxena asked several questions in an attempt to tell the audience the great 
work that Mr Gaur has accomplished. This was followed by a question-answer 
round where students and teachers asked Mr Gaur about changes in the theatre 
industry, discussing religious harmony through art, revenue models for theatre.
The enriching session concluded with the vote of thanks given by Dr Saxena who 
has created and conceptualized this series. 

Learning is a million-dollar art, says
Sqn. Ld. Prerana Chaturvedi at VIS

Priya Mishra

Vibrant India Series: Episode 21

DME Media School hosted Sqn. Ld. Prerana Chaturvedi, veteran Indian Airforce 
Aviator, as the guest speaker on the 21st episode of Vibrant India Series,held on 
December 30. 
The program started with an insight into the concept of VIS provided by Dr Susmita 
Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School. She said, “The motive is to introduce 
our students to people whose life and work are inspirational. With her many 
achievements, Sqn. Ld. Chaturvedi is a fine example to look up to.” 

The answer, she said, was by learning. “Learning to learn is a million-dollar art,” she 
remarked. She emphasized that a person has limited choice in terms of who they are 
surrounded with. “It is, therefore, important that when you have the choice, you 
decide to be with people you can learn the right things from.”

Sqn. Ld. Chaturvedi began her session with a profound question. She asked, “When 
you conceive an idea, you don't know whether it is worthy of even being planned or 
executed. There will be many who would question your audacity. How would you 
maintain faith in your dreams and achieve them?”

Her address was followed by an interaction with Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and 
Dean, DME Media School, about the challenges she faced in her career. Sqn. Ld. 
Chaturvedimentioned that she realized her passion for joining the armed forces 
through NCC.“I was lucky to have family, friends, and gurus who supported my 
endeavours,” she narrated.

Discussing other mantras of success, she emphasized the need of becoming good 
communicators and listeners. She said, “A good communicator understands not 
just verbal but non-verbal communication as well. You must always be convincing 
like a salesman, pitching ideas and dreams to others.”

Next, she interacted with students and opened up about her journey as an aviator 
and as India's first and only woman CEO of an automobile OEM. She narrated 
several anecdotes that offered more clarity as well as inspiration to the students. 
Concluding the session, Dr Saxena said, “You have given new connotations to 
words like learning and salesmanship. Your mantra of making sustained efforts 
shall be remembered by students and teachers alike.”
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DME Media School organises Parents Mentors Meet

DME Media School conducted a Parents Mentors Meet (PMM) with the parents of 
the newly admitted students of batch 2021 via zoom platform on December 29, 
2021. The meet was to apprise parents about the progress of their ward, 
regularity in the classes, active participation in the events, and preparation for the 
mid-term examination.

The inquisitive parents wanted to know the performance of their ward to which 
mentors of the first year provided a detailed report. The parents also inquired 
about the study material, library access during the pandemic, and bridge classes 
for the students admitted in the university's spot counselling of the university.

The first-year mentors, Dr Manasvi Maheshwari, Associate Professor, DME Media 
School, Mr Mohd Kamil and Ms Sruthi VS, Assistant Professors, DME Media 
School, conducted the virtual PMM with the parents of their mentees.

Dr Manasvi Maheswari

Strengthening parents-teachers bond

The parents appreciated the efforts made by the faculty at DME. They also 
praised the concept of PMM. The parents had all admiration for the events 
organised by DME Media School. Mr Alok Jain, father of Aditya Jain, said, “The 
kind of speakers you invite for the sessions are commendable and I attend all 
the sessions.”

The mentors informed that students would be provided e-resources through 
CollPoll (ERP), and attendance can be tracked using the ERP of DME. 

Mr Goutam Satpathi, father of Anannya Sapathi, acknowledged the efforts 
made by the DME faculty members and suggested that if students miss the 
classes due to network issues or some genuine problems, they should be 
provided with a recording of the lectures. 
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