
DME Media School invited veteran journalist Dr S 
Mohsen Banihashemi, Professor, Azad University- 
South Campus and Head, Media, Culture and 
Communication, Kish Island, Iran for BG 
Verghese Lecture to address the students on the 
'New Era of Media: Alienation or Reconciliation to 
Communication' on February 18.

Dr Banihashemi initiated the lecture by explaining 
the degree to which media has influenced our 
minds and affected our reasoning abilities. He 
talked about how we are under a huge wave of 
digitalisation that is created by today's media. 
“Media has shaped our minds, it has affected our 
lifestyle and made us forget the ways of living,” 
said Dr Banihashemi. 

Talking about the use of media, Dr Banihashemi 
said, “Media has the power to persuade the 
audience on what to watch but the digital skills of 
the global audience today has made them more 
isolated than ever before.” The senior professor 
then stated that the foremost reason for this 
alienation is the excessive love for digital 
technology, and undermining the generation that 
isn't as tech-savvy as the current generation. 

BG Verghese Lecture of February 2022
Dr S Mohsen Banihashemi from Iran emphases on
importance of human interaction in media

He conc luded by  ta lk ing  about  Media 
Attachment, Media Literacy and how the limited 
understanding of these terms has made the media 
people think that they are godfathers of 
communication. “Media can inject any kind of 
information in the audience's brains which may 
lead to ill-informed and isolated audience,” said 
Dr Banihashemi.

The session had a question-answer round with 
the audience, moderated by Dr Manasvi 
Maheswari, Associate Professor, DME Media 
School. On being asked about the impact of the 
pandemic  on human re la t ionships ,  Dr 
Banihashemi replied that the pandemic helped us 
priorit ise human relat ionships and our 
relationship with ourselves as well. 

Earlier the session began with Dr Ambrish Saxena, 
Professor and Dean, DME Media School 
welcoming the guest. “Dr Banihashemi's area of 
expertise in communication field will certainly 
open new dimensions for our students,” said Dr 
Saxena. The session concluded with a vote of 
thanks by Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, 
DME Media School.
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Profile of the guest

Dr Seye Mohsen Banihashemiis an 
Iranian thinker and academician. Dr 
Mohsen is a Full-time university Prof. 
in the Dept of Media management 
and Cultural Management in the 
South campus of Azad International 
University and the Head of the post 
graduate Dept. of Communication 
Sciences and Media Management-
Kish island international University.  
He is also the Part time university 
Prof. in Neuro-Cognitive Sciences 
University. Dr Mohsen received his 
PhD in Media management; From 
I ran  Azad  Un iver s i t y  on  the 
dissertation Persuasive methods in 
TV news: A case study on Iran News 
Network.

March 2022 Fortnight 1     8 Pages      Volume 7  Issue 5 Page 1

Nikita Taneja
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Expressing his views, Dr Ravikant 
Swami, Director, Delhi Metropolitan 
Education said, “The first thing we learn 
from our mother is the language only. We must take pride 
communicating in the mother language.”

The event had a soulful singing performance by the first-year 
students- Eshika Shaw, Aditya Gusain, Sikha Mishra and Yash 
Joshi. They sang in different regional languages and 

The celebrations began with the 
opening remarks of Dr Ambrish Saxena, 
Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School. He said, “Mother language 
comes first before any other medium of 
expression. Our languages are our 
identity even before the religion.”  

On the occasion of International Mother Language Day, SPARC-
the student council of DME Media School organised a multi-
linguistic event to celebrate the exquisiteness of different 
languages spoken across the globe. The vibrant event was 
organised at the Nelson Mandela Auditorium on February 21.

International Mother Language Day
Going back to roots, DME Media School celebrates
beauty of languages

mesmerised the audience. It was followed by a graceful dance 
performance by the SPARC students. 

The high-spiritedevent ended on a 
positive note with a vote of thanks from 
Dr SusmitaBala, Professor and Head, 

DME Media School. She highly appreciated the enthusiasm of 
the SPARC. She advised, “We should always be connected with 
our roots and never forget the values that we learn from our 
mother tongue.”

Towards the end, first-year students expressed love for their 
mother tongue by speaking in their native languages. While 
Saksham Vij sang a few motivational lines in Punjabi, Shashank 

Kumar Mishra glorified the hard work of 
Bihari natives in the Bhojpuri language. 
Divyashri spoke in Tamil, Diksha 
expressed her love for Garhwali, Kalidas 
motivated the audience in Malayalam, 
Gracie spoke in Haryanvi and Riddhima 
inspired everyone in Sanskrit.
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Vinayak Yadav and Simran
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Training and Placement Cell of DME Media School organized the fourth 
session of Careers in Media Series- CMS 2022 on February 25 to enlighten 
final-year students about the 'Career in Advertising'. Ms Shivangi Sharma, 
Associate Creative Director at Ogilvy was invited as the resource person for 
this session. 

Comparing today's industry with the past Ms Sharma shared some insights 
about the changing advertising industry owing to the 'Digital Boom'. “Due to 

After a brief introduction of the guest, Ms Shivangi was invited to address the 
session wherein she began by emphasising on the passionate nature of the 
field of advertising. She said, “Along with the interests and skills, you need a 
lot of perseverance, patience, zeal and a little bit of madness to be able to 
survive in this field and excel at it.”

Initiating the session, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School pointed that during the pandemic period industry along with training 
and teaching has changed a lot.

Career in Media Series 2022
Shivangi Sharma sheds light on Advertising industry

this digital expansion a lot of boutique agencies have come up which are 
integrating advertising with different aspects such as social media and digital 
marketing,” she informed. Some of these agencies like Enormous, Glitch, 
Web Chutney and Famous Innovations are creating a lot of opportunities for 
new entrants in this field. She went on to elaborate the nitty-gritties of the 
trade to the budding talent with suitable examples in various departments of 
an agency. She highlighted that how roles have not been changed but 
expanded and hugely widened the scope for the new talent pool. “You have 
to know what sparks the passion within you and where do your strengths, 
weaknesses and this passion overlap,” she remarked. 
After the explanation, the platform was opened for the students and teachers 
to clear their doubts and many took this opportunity to clarify them. Dr 
Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School, motivated the interested students. 
Mr Mohd Kamil, Assistant Professor, DME Media School, moderated the Q&A 
session and concluded the session with a vote of thanks.
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Anjali Pathak

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School introducing the 
session talked about the insight and purpose of the Alumni series. He said, 
“Alumni play a formidable role in the making of an institute as they are an 
important stakeholder of it.”
Initiating the session, Ms Divyani Raghav recalled her past days of college 
and told how the faculty of DME remained instrumental in developing and 
grooming her. “I attended amazing workshops, lecture series like BG 
Verghese and did numerous live projects which ultimately gave me new 
direction to explore.” She talked at length about the opportunities she 
explored at Radio Society, DME TV and DME Newsletters.

Alumni Association of DME Media School, ASPIRE– Alumni of Substance 
with Passion, Integrity, Resolve and Empathy launched the Interactive 
Alumni Series - IAS 2022 on February 19. In the first episode, Ms Divyani 
Raghav, Ground Account Manager at Digistreet Media, a trained Kathak 
dancer and an alumna of batch 2015-2018 was invited as a guest to share her 
past experiences of DME and encourage the present Media students.

Interactive Alumni Series-IAS 2022
Versatile Divyani Raghav shares tips and tricks of triumph

Ms Divyani further discussed the importance of assignments and real-time 
projects which generated seeds of professionalism in her. She suggested 
her juniors to never jump to conclusions and explore things initially before 
making decisions. She further talked about her current job and said, “My 
journey from an intern to a ground account manager is indeed thrilling.”
The session concluded with an extensive Q&A round moderated by Dr 
Manmeet Kaur, Assistant Professor, DME Media School with Mr Vishal 
Sahai, Assistant Professor, DME Media School. Answering the questions, 
MsDivyani touched upon certain issues a student may face during the 
college days and professional life and the ideas to come out of it.
Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School gave her 
concluding remarks by appreciating all the hard work Ms Divyani did during 
her college days. "Be it cultural performances, academics or assignments, 
Divyaniwas always instrumental. We are proud to see that she is achieving 
new heights," added Dr Bala.

Sandhya Kumari

https://www.linkedin.com/in/anjali-pathak-302a32214/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TrHs0c9x0zc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcSBCYhI51U&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YcSBCYhI51U&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TrHs0c9x0zc


Episode 29 of the Vibrant India Series, organised on February 19 was 
embellished by the auspicious presence of Mr Virendra Kumar Gaur, author 
and Inspector General –BSF (Retd).
The program was introduced with insights on the concept of VIS provided by 
Dr SusmitaBala, Professor and Head, DME Media School. She welcomed Mr 
Gaur and thanked him for giving his valuable time to DME Media School.
Mr Gaur shared his life experiences where he recalled some incidents of riots 
during the late 40s when he was very young. He talked about his school 
education and how the teachers inculcated a feeling of patriotism in him. “The 
love for the country and feeling to serve the nation shaped my personality and 
when I later worked as a soldier in war, I saved lives of many people,” said Mr 
Gaur. 
He talked about books and syllabus having dominance of the freedom struggle 
and how education motivated him to join the armed forces. He further quoted 
various anecdotes from his service days including the 1965 war with Pakistan.

Vibrant India Series: Episode 29
Army Veteran Mr Gaur inspires students with patriotic tales

He further said, “We should be proud of our country in which people are 
treated equally, irrespective of their positions and varied background. There 
is no discrimination in India.” He also discussed rural life and how people 
there live with unity and with no discrimination. 
Mr Gaur who has also written books like 'Usne Kaha Tha', 'EkAurYudhViram' 
and 'Yu Janma Bangladesh while answering questions asked by Dr Ambrish 
Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School said, “I want to communicate 
with people with the help of these books.
 The event moved forward with a brief Q&A session with students of Media 
School, wherein Mr Gaur answered several questions. One being asked about 
the current situation of the nation, he said, “Extremism succeeds when 
politicians give shelter to it.” The session ended with a vote of thanks by Dr 
Susmita Bala.
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Ayushi Verma

In the Episode 28 of the Vibrant India Series organised by DME Media School 
on February 16, Dr Mridula Tandon, Medical Practitioner, Social Worker and 
Entrepreneur was invited as the illustrious personality to interact with the 
students.

An accomplished Doctor, Social Worker, Philanthropist and Entrepreneur, Dr 
Tandon, with her vast experience, told the students about her life and how 
she managed to achieve during the days when gender discrimination was at its 
peak. “The road to success is not easy, it isnot straight,” she said. 

Welcoming the guest, Dr Manasvi Maheshwari, Associate Professor, DME 
Media School shed light on the previous episodes of VIS and apprise everyone 
about the concept of the VIS.
Dr Tandon initiated the session by citing Mahatama Gandhi's famous quote, 
“Your beliefs become your thoughts, your thoughts become your words, your 
words become your actions, your actions become your habits, your habits 
become your values, and your values become your destiny.” 

Dr Tandon also reminded the students about their responsibilities as a youth 
and what they can do to stop harassment and educate children regarding the 
same. She also told about 'Sakshi' an NGO founded by her in 1993, which 

Vibrant India Series: Episode 28
Dr Mridula Tandon inspires students to work for society

Dr Saxena thanked Dr Tandon for such a fruitful session and giving her 
valuable time and said, “Issues related to social sectors, child development, 
women development are of greater importance in today's world and Dr 
Tandon has explained it insightfully.”

mainly focuses on women empowerment and children education. During her 
interaction Dr Tandon kept quoting different poems and captivated the 
audience.
During the session, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School, requested the guest to elaborate on someparts of the Gandhian 
philosophy which is productive for students and the society. On this, Dr 
Tandon told the listeners about Gandhi's secularism. She said, “Secularism 
does not mean non-religionism. You can be as religious as you like. Gandhi Ji 
was a proud Hindu but he had space for people with different faiths.”She 
further said, “Be proud of your religion and respect other faiths as Gandhi did, 
especially in this time when people are communally divisive.”
The address was followed by a question-answer round, where the students 
interacted with the guest. Dr Tandon answered the questions of the curious 
minds.

Avtansh Dubey

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ayushi-verma-0b786519b
https://www.linkedin.com/in/avtansh-dubey-0b65701b4/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crD-jxISDao
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crD-jxISDao
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_qX40DGUds&t=3593s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_qX40DGUds&t=3593s
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Recalling his work as an IAS officer during the 1984 Sikh riots, he told the 
students how patiently things are managed in critical situations. “I was 
deployed as a relief commissioner in the camps where widows were kept. As a 
government's representative, some people showed extreme anger to me, few 
even abused, but I stayed calm and continued my work. I provided all the 

Mr Pradhan, a retired IAS Officer and former Secretary, Government of India 
took the session forward by sharing his experiences from various fields. He 
said, “My experience was quite unique and it gave me an opportunity to 
perform my work as a Karm Yogi, without any jealousy, interest or any other 
feeling, but to complete my responsibility.” 

The Vibrant India Series, in its Episode 30 on February 24, featured Mr Ashok 
Pradhan, Director, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Delhi Kendra to interact with the 
students of DME Media School. Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME 
Media School, welcomed the guest and gave a quick recap of the VIS series 
headed by the opening remarks of Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean and Professor, 
DME Media School.

Vibrant India Series: Episode 30
Ashok Pradhan encourages students to practice high
ethical and moral values

possible help that can be given. Later those people only appreciated my 
work.” “This happened just because of my sheer determination and 
patience,” he added.
He also explained how he worked for the rehabilitation work of Sukhna Lake 
in Chandigarh through 'Shramdaan' with the help of the locals. Mr Pradhan 
with his vast experience encouraged students to keep going and work for the 
betterment of society.
Towards the end he motivated the students and said, it is the right time for the 
students at DME to develop an attitude of positivity with philosophical 
thinking. “Students shall practice high ethical and moral values in their lives,” 
he added.
The session was then followed, by an interaction with Dr Ambrish Saxena, and 
a question answer round by the students from the guest. At the end, the 
session was concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr Susmita Bala.

Agam Kaur

Faculty Achievements

Dr Manmeet Kaur has successfully defended her PhD Viva on February 18, 2022. The title of her 
thesis is Indian Cinema and Its Audience: Reception and Relationships. Dr Kaur has 
done her PhD from Guru Nanak Dev University Amritsar. Prof. (Dr) Namarta Joshi, Associate 
Professor and Head, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, University Campus, 
Jalandhar has supervised her doctoral work. Prof (Dr) Kanchan Malik, Professor at University of 
Hyderabad, was the external examiner for the final viva.

Dr Manmeet Kaur 

Mr Pramod Kumar Pandey, Assistant Professor, DME Media School did pre-PhD submission on 
February 23, 2022 at Guru Jambheshwar University of Science and Technology, Hisar, Haryana. 
His study is on the communication strategies of NGOs.

Mr Pramod Kumar Pandey

https://www.linkedin.com/in/manmeet-kaur-56b94aa/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/manmeet-kaur-56b94aa/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/pramod-pandey-a3662a148/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0IZG7LQ-Rz0&t=670s
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A Murder Mystery and
a Silent Accused

'The Silent Patient' by Alex Michaelides is 
the story of Alicia Berenson who had a 
seemingly perfect life that changed 
completely over the span of one night. 
That unfortunate night comprised of her 
husband's murder, she being accused for 
the same and her verbal silence since 
then. At present, she is in a mental health 
care unit in the Groove. Theo Faber, a 
determined psychotherapist and also the 
narrator of the book, joins Groove to help 
Alicia. He takes personal interest to unfold 
the reality of that night by visiting her 
childhood home, meeting her friends and 
family to find the missing link and finally 
solves the mystery. 

Ratings:

Barnes and Nobel: 4.5/5

The book gives special emphasis on the 
significance of mental health and also 
focuses on the role of childhood traumas 
and bad parenting in building a human's 
personality. A thrilling read with a big plot 
twist towards the end that ties knots in 
the reader's mind. The book shares 
various genres being thriller, novel, 
psychological thriller, mystery, suspense 
and psychological fiction. 

If you are an avid reader and a fan of 
thrillers then this book is for you.

Good reads: 4.1/5

Khushi Nagpal

The Book- The Silent Patient    
Language- English

English Translator: Philip Gabriel
Author- Alex Michaelides 

Price- Rs. 225/-

Alia Bhatt's performance is spot on. She 
has captured the accent and the body 
language down to the T and one cannot 
help but fall in love with her character by 
the end of  i t .  V i jay  Raaz  as  the 
transgender, Razia Bai, shines with his 
brief part and feels almost formidable. 

Sanjay Leela Bhansali, known for his 
larger-than-life dramatic films, has once 
again enthralled the audience with his 
latest work – Gangubai Kathiawadi. 
Starring Alia Bhatt in the lead, the film is 
an adaptation of S Hussain Zaidi and Jane 
Borge's book 'Mafia Queen of Mumbai'. 
The story is about the real life of Ganga 
Harjivandas and how she went from 
being the naïve daughter of a Gujarati 
barrister to an influential brothel owner 
and much more. 
The director has taken the book's 
narrative style and presented Gangu's 
story as several stages of life, all weaved 
into a seamless sequence.Unlike most 
biographies, Gangubai Kathiawadi is not 
centred on one plotline but several. At 
some point, the audience might get 
confused about where the story is 
headed but it all comes together in the 
final scenes. The build up is slow but 
impactful in the aggregate. 

Other actors like Ajay Devgan, Seema 
P ah w a ,  J i m  Sa r b h  an d  Shan tan u 
Maheshwari have done justice to their 
roles but their screentime is not enough to 
make them shine.
Songs of this film have been beautifully 
crafted and picturized but some of them 
seem imposed on the storyline. Bhansali 
has, as usual, done a fabulous job with the 
grand art direction and dramatic dialogues 
that will keep one glued.With Gangubai, 
Bhansali has raised some important 
questions about a sex worker's position in 
the society, about their rights and even the 
rights of their children. There are 
moments in the film that could make one 
teary eyed and yearn for justice. 
Despite the high note at which the film 
concludes, the audience may end up 
craving to know more about Gangubai's 
life as several details from the latter part of 
her life have been left out to keep the run-
time in check.This film is a quintessential 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali drama and not 
everyone has the taste for it. For others, it 
is worth a watch and one would not come 
out disappointed irrespective of the 
minor shortcomings. 

Directors: Sanjay Leela Bhansali
Cast: Alia Bhatt, Ajay Devgan and Vijay Raaz

Ratings:

7/10 - IMBD

91% - Rotten Tomatoes

Swastika Mishra, Sukriti Arora

Gangubai Kathiawadi:
A quintessential Bhansali production
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Old New

 
During the 70s, Sehmat, a 

young student of DU is 
called back home to 

Srinagar to learn that 
she has to marry 
Iqbal,  a Pakistani 

army officer in order 
to be a spy for India. 

Read this book to learn 
what true patriotism is. 

Books Books

Kripal is terrified to see his 
fr iend, Jaswant gett ing 

arrested and paying for a 
c r i m e  h e  d i d n ' t 
commit. Prior to the 
events that lead to the 

arrest of Jaswant, Kripal 
joins an extremist group 

to bring the government 
down.  

 

Movie/Series
The story of British India, 
where Ram is a police 
officer living far away 
from home in Delhi. 
On the other hand, 
Bheem, a tribal, 
comes to  Delhi 
finding someone 
v a l u a b l e  t o  h i m . 
Watch the movie to see 
how their lives are tangled 
together and what they are 
fighting for. 

Movie/Series

Among the legendary 
songs sung by Kishore 

Kumar, this one makes 
you tap your feet on 

the floor and think 
abo u t  so meo ne 
whose one look is 

just enough to calm 
the heart.

 

Song
The song depicts the love 
of a woman for her man. 
By accepting her love, 
the man has made 
everything about 
her pure and pice 
and just  by the 
affection, she's ready 
to take all the insults 
people throw at her. 

Song

Something Old, Something New
What do you like more- classics or brand-new? Let's check out some of both.

Here are a few recommendations from us for you to binge on. 

Compiled by Shreya Jha

 
Hazel Grace and Augustus 
Waters are star crossed 
l o v e r s  w h o  a r e 
destined to be set 
apart due to their 
medical conditions. 
Read the book to 
learn how their love 
buds to how it crossed 
all limits.
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