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Inclusive Culture of Indian Subcontinent converge
in ICAN 5 Inauguration

5ICAN ,,the World's first 7-day Hybrid International 
Conference on Inclusivity, Convergence and 
Alternative Negotiations was inaugurated on July 1 in 
the presence of national and international acclaimed 
media educators, scholars, researchers and professionals 
from across the world. DME Media School, Delhi 
Metropolitan Education is hosting this prestigious 
international media conference in association with 
Deakin University, Melbourne, Australia.

The conference was powered by Asian Media and Cultural 
Studies Network, Australia, SPARC - Student council of 
DME Media School, Australia-India Film Practitioners 
and Researchers Network, Australia and RIM- Research 

The conference partners of the fifth edition of ICAN were 
International Association for Media and Communication 
Research (IAMCR) Gender and Communication Section, 
IAMCR-GEN Section and GMEC- Global Media Education 

5Council. ICAN  was supported by 3 knowledge partners – 
Makhanlal Chaturvedi National University of Journalism 
and Communication, Bhopal, Vigyan Prasar, 
Government of India and KSF - Keshav Suri Foundation 
and 3 International partners – Institute for International 
Journalism, Ohio University, USA; Green University, 
Bangladesh and Daffodil International University, 
Bangladesh.

Welcoming the dignitaries, Dr Susmita Bala, Professor 
and Head, DME Media School and Chief Associate 

5Convener, ICAN  briefed about the previous editions of 
the conference. “The journey of ICAN has created 
endless opportunities to form consistency in ever 
converging world of media.”

5Cell of DME Media School. ICAN  was supported by the 
National Organ & Tissue Transplant Organisation 
(NOTTO). The media partners for the conference are 
Amar Ujala, The Policy Times, The Hindi Post and Jai 
Hind Times. National Beaconhouse University, Pakistan 
collaborated as the Cultural Partner of the conference. 

Keynote Speaker, Professor Dr Sheikh Mohamamd 
Shafiul Islam, Chairperson, Department of Journalism 
and Media Communication, Green University of 
Bangladesh discussed the always expanding fields of 
digital and social media literacy in Bangladesh and 
India. He also talked about Social Media and said, 

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
5

School & Convener, ICAN  began his address with the 
DME Pledge. He said, “Several technologies, ideologies, 
and methodologies are converging into a world that 
appreciates inclusivity and provides a platform for 

5
alternative negotiations. ICAN  is a manifestation of this 
very philosophy.”
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“Social Media is a blessing in disguise as it allows 
us to use the internet in a unique manner and 
most importantly, it has helped us to converge 
culture and thoughts.”

Prof. Ujjwal K. Chowdhury, Adviser & Professor, 
Daffodil International University, Dhaka in his 
address said, “ICAN is a place where convergence 
of media is seen in the activities like writing, 
producing, shooting and discussions with the help 
of social media platforms.” “It is best example of 
giving exclusive information to people across the 
globe,” he added.

Dr Vikrant Kishore, Academic, Author, Filmmaker, 
Member, Australia-India Film Council, 
Melbourne, Australia talked about alternate 
media platforms and how convergence is giving 
power to it. He said, “ICAN is a source of 
information and can enable students to ponder 
and think upon new ideas.”

Dr Jatin Srivastava, Associate Professor, E. W. 
Scripps School of Journalism, Ohio University, 
USA strongly agreed that ICAN gives way for 
researchers to think out of the box and present 
their ideologies and thoughts. “ICAN brings a 

Prof. K G Suresh, Vice-Chancellor, Makhanlal 
Chaturvedi National University of Journalism and 
Communication, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh said 
that ICAN is growing and has become a 
remarkable media gathering. It has created a 
footprint for the future. Adding to the theme of the 
conference, he said, “We are getting exposed to 
media like never before but we need to bring an 
inclusivity factor in the usage to move forward.”

Dr Aftab Hossain, Head and Lecturer, 
Department of Journalism, Media and 
Communication, Daffodil International 
University (DIU), Dhaka, Bangladeshbelieved 
that practical implementation of media studies 
can be used to solve social problems and 
improve policies with the help of research 
produced during ICAN.

Professor (Dr) Maithili Ganjoo, Dean, Faculty of 
Media Studies and Humanities (FMeH), Manav 

different focus in the attitudes and approaches of 
the scholars,” he added.

Dr Wajiha Raza Rizvi, Associate Professor, 
School of Media & Mass Communication, 
Beaconhouse National University, Lahore, 
Pakistan said, “ICAN gives opportunities to 
different diversities with a platform to speak and 
bring change in the lives of marginalized 
people.”

Dr Nakul Parashar, Director, Vigyan Prasar, an 
Autonomous Organisation, Department of 
Science and Technology Government of India 
said, “The theme of ICAN5 is vast yet so simple 
to achieve when people agree to come together 
with the help of convergence through different 
technologies.”

Ms Faiza Rafique, Assistant Professor, Mass 
Communication Department at Forman Christian 
College, Pakistan congratulated the team of 
ICAN 5 for putting together such an amazing 
conference with a relevant theme.

Rachna International Institute of Research & 
Studies (MRIIRS), Faridabad expressed pleasure 
at being a part of the conference. “ICAN5 is like a 
break for academicians from their hectic life, 
wherein they can listen to other prominent 
academicians,” she added.

The session was anchored by Dr Manmeet Kaur, 
Associate Professor & Additional Convener, ICAN 5 
and Dr Manasvi Maheshwari, Associate Professor 
& Associate Convener, ICAN5.

Dr Jolly Jose, Assistant Director (Research) 
Associate Professor ASCO, Amity University, Noida 
said, “Media and its role in the society is strongly 
represented by ICAN. Convergence of new media, 
with the inclusiveness of culture with wider 
expressions is much needed in today's time to get 
a better direction.”

Justice Bhanwar Singh, Director General DME, 
Noida taking about the alternative approaches 
said, "Citizens often prove to be efficient 
journalists by pointing out facts that are ignored 
by the mainstream media."

Mr Aman Sahni, Vice-Chairman, DME said that 
DME Media School has been persistent in chasing 
high-quality events and conferences. “Topics of 
Inclusivity and convergence are the need of the 
hour to be discussed,” he added.

Dr Ravi Kant Swami, Director DME said, 
"Conferences are about converging and ICAN has 
been fantastically doing this convergence for the 
past five year.”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FNi_6DRPszw&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjugxYARVDf3BjyR3r56uCz&index=19


The inaugural cultural event was hosted by DME 
Media School students Hani Khurana and 
Akansha Rawat. A Folk Song Medley by DME 
Media School students, Vinayak Mishra- 
Himachal Pradesh, MS Divyashri- Kerala, Priya 
Mishra- Bihar, Ananya Verma- Maharashtra, 
Sakshi Mishra- Gujrat, Yash Joshi- Rajasthan, 
Shiksha Dhyani- Uttarakhand, Esika Shaw- West 
Bengal, Vidhushi Saxena- Punjab, portraying the 

In ICAN5 promoted inclusivity amidst diverse art 
forms representing India and other South Asian 
nations through cultural evenings in the inaugural 
and valedictory ceremonies. Beaconhouse 
National University, Pakistan was the cultural 
partner of ICAN5.

beauty of India through regional melodies, was 
performed on the guitar tunes played by Mihir 
Singh. 

The ICAN5 concluded with a cultural 
performance of the students wherein a song 

The viewers watched the grandeur of the Indian 
classical Kathak dance performed by Esika 
Shaw. One of the knowledge partners, Daffodil 
International University, presented a unique 
video in honour of Humayun Ahmed, a dedicated 
and motivational individual who was a 
Bangladeshi author, dramatist, screenwriter, 
director, songwriter, scholar, and professor. A 
semi-classical dance performance by MS 
Divyashri followed the event.

performance of 'Bandeya Ho' from Beaconhouse 
National University, Pakistan set the stage for the 
evening. It was followed by a Folk-Dance 
performance by Nusrat Jahan from Green 
University, Bangladesh, a Garhwali Folk Dance 
performance by Delhi Metropolitan Education and 
a Bollywood Fashion walk remembering and 
celebrating icons of Indian cinema.
The highlight of the session was the tribute to Late 
singer KK – who recently left for his heavenly 
abode. Students of DME Media School presented a 
medley of his songs as a mark of respect. The 
cultural performances culminated with an Indo-
western dance performance by DME.

Students of South Asian countries demonstrate inclusive culture
in music and dance performances

3
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10 Technical Sessions 10 Women Chairpersons 100+ Presentations
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Technical Session I

Technical Session I was conducted on the theme 'Gender neutrality, 
sexuality, and representation of women and the other sex' on July 2. Dr 
Shaheena Ayub Bhatti, Director, Women Research and Resource 
Centre, Fatima Jinnah Women's University, Rawalpindi, Pakistan was 
the chairperson of the session. Sukriti Arora, Assistant Professor, DME 
Media School co-chaired the session.

After the presentations, Dr Shaheena gave valuable recommendations 
to the scholars. “The work done by all the researchers was 
noteworthy,” she applauded. She also thanked the organising 
committee of ICAN for putting up such wonderful themes which are the 
need of the hour.
Paper titled 'Exploring Sexuality of Women in Media' by Dr Namrata Joshi, Associate Professor and Head Department of Journalism and Mass 
Communication, RC GNDU Jalandhar was awarded as the best paper of the session.
Paper Presenters: Dr Sapna Sharma, Assistant Professor, Amity University;  Dimpy Verma, Student, Amity University; Pragya Jain, Student, Amity 
University; Dr Namrata Joshi, Associate Professor & Head Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, RC GNDU;  R. Shravani, Student, Amity 
University; Kshitija Sharma, Student, Amity University; Aarzoo Sharma, Student, Amity University; Sona Azam, Student, Amity University; Neelam Nanda 
Prabhat, Research Scholar & Dr Pooja Rana, Professor, Amity University; Dr Ankit Kumar Singh, Amity University.

A total of ten presentations were made during the session. Some of the 
topics were Gender Neutrality: Breaking stereotypes of gender biases 
in Indian society, Exploring Sexuality of Women in Media and Queer 
Representation in Indian Media.

Technical Session II

After the presentations, Dr Majumdar gave additional tips and suggestions to all the researchers and anticipated that research findings would benefit 
society at large. She praised the efforts of the scholars in bringing out the new dimensions of Education and Health in the Digital Era.

Technical Session II was conducted on the theme 'Education and 
Health in Digital Era: Impact of Online on Women and Youth' on July 
2. It was chaired by Dr Pallavi Majumdar, Professor, Royal Thimphu 
College, Bhutan. Pramod Kumar Pandey, Assistant Professor, DME 
Media School co-chaired the session.
Research papers were presented on the wide variety of topics such as 
Women's Media Literacy about TikTok App: A study of Beijing and 
Hubei Province, Effect of online Education on Mental Health of 
Students and Awareness and Education and Communication about 
Menstrual Hygiene between Parents and Teenagers were discussed 
during the session.
Zishan Zeng and Xinke Yao, Renmin University of China were awarded 
as the best paper presenters for their research titled Women's Media 
Literacy about TikTok App: A study of Beijing and Hubei Province.

Paper Presenters: Dr Susmita Bala, Professor, Delhi Metropolitan Education; Dr Sheel Nidhi Tripathi, Assistant Professor, Tecnia Institute of Advanced 
Studies & Dr Namrata Singh, Assistant Professor, L.N. Welingkar Institute of Management Development and Research; Gurleen Kaur Hans, Research 
Scholar, & Dr Pooja Rana,  Professor, Amity University;  Shubham Mandal, Student, Tezpur University; Zishan Zeng & Xinke Yao, Renmin University of 
China; Aahana Bhatnagar, Dept. of Multimedia and Mass Communication, Indraprastha College for Women; Pari Gupta, Student, Delhi Metropolitan 
Education; Abner Tony Martin, Student, Amity University; Ria Sharma, Student, Amity University; Dishita Sharma, Student, Amity University; Kanika 
Gambhir, Student, Amity University; Shreya Kumari Prasad, Student, Amity University.

July 2022 Fortnight 2     18 Pages      Volume 7  Issue 13

Diksha Negi

Nikita Taneja
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Technical Session III

Technical Session IV

The session focused on research topics like the Marketing strategies of 
H & M and the Effect of Hype marketing on Consumer Buying 
Behaviour.
The paper titled “Cartoons programes as a tool of media literacy in 
India a study” by Dr Aahana Chopra, Assistant Professor, Indraprastha 
College for the women: University of Delhi was declared the best paper 
of the session.
Paper Presenters: Shivika, Student, Amity University; Akaamsh 
Simon, Student, Amity University; Shreya Baranwal, Student, Amity University; Avanth Yadav, Student, Amity University; Ayesha Jakhar, Student, Amity 
University; Priyanka Chakraborty, Student, Amity University; Parul Banga, Student, Amity University; Akshita Kunwar, Student, Amity University; Shruti 
Pandey, Student, DME

The third technical session was conducted on the theme of “Facets of 
Advertising and Branding: Targeted strategies to influence 
consumers” on July 3. It was chaired by Dr Puja Mahesh, Associate 
Professor School of Media & Communication Manipal Academy of 
Higher Education, Dubai and co-chaired by Dr Ritika Saxena, Assistant 
Professor, DME Media School.

The fourth technical session of the conference on the theme 
'Inclusivity, non-binary portrayal, and feminist messages in cinema' 
was held on July3.  The session was chaired by Shashwati Talukdar, 
an Indian-born academic filmmaker based in the US and co-chaired 
by Saima Pervez, Assistant Professor DME Media School.

The Paper titled "Feminist Messages in Guru Dutt's 'Kaagaz ke Phool' 
(1959): A Thematic and Dietetic case study" by Dr Sunayan 
Bhattacharjee, Associate Professor and Head of the Department 
(HOD), Department of Journalism and Communication (DOJC), School 
of Media and communication (SOMC), Adamas University (AU), 
kolkata was declared the best paper of the session.

Research Paper included topics like ' Feminist Messages in Guru Dutt's 
Kaagaz ke phool and Analysis of Portrayal of Gender Roles in 
Bollywood and stereotypes and portrayal of non-binary folks in 
cinema.

Paper Presenters: Dr Susmita Bala, Professor, Delhi Metropolitan Education; Juhee Prasad, Research Scholar, Central University of Rajasthan; Eshaana 
Prakash Shrivastava, Student, Amity University; Aneesha Saran, Student, Delhi Metropolitan Education; Dr Sunayan Bhattacherjee, Associate Professor, 
Adamas University;  Noveena Chakravorty, Assistant Professor and Research Scholar, Adamas University; Nikita Taneja, Student, Delhi Metropolitan 
Education; Shivani Verma, Student, Amity University;
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Aditya Goswami

Shivani
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Technical Session V

Technical Session VI

Paper Presenters: Dimple Arora, Research Scholar, Amity University & 
Dr Pooja Rana, Professor, Amity University; Riya Malhotra, Student, Amity University; Uruba Husnain Ansari, Student, Amity University; Vanshika Kohli, 
Student, Amity University; Dr Bandana Pandey, Professor, Gautam Buddha University & Dr Sumedha Dhasmana, Assistant Professor, Delhi Metropolitan 
Education; Shiv Dhawan, Student, Delhi Metropolitan Education.

The highly discussed issue of contemporary times - 'Effects of Social 
Media on Youth, Image Building and Influencer Marketing' was set as 
the theme for the fifth technical session of ICAN 5 on July 4. Dr 
Yasmeen Sultana Farooqui, Dean, Faculty of Media and Design, ILMA 
University, Karachi joined Pakistan as the chairperson of the session. 
The session was co-chaired by Dr Manmeet Kaur, Associate Professor, 
Media School, DME.
Presentations were made on engaging topics like Rebellious 
Communication on Social Media: A Case Study of Twitter and Women 
in Sports Journalism: Breaking the Glass Ceiling.
Dr Sumedha Dhasmana, Assistant Professor, DME Media School was 
declared - the best presenter for her paper 'Twitter as a Public Relations 
Tool: An Analysis of Tweets of Top Companies of India'.

The first completely physical mode session of the conference was 
Technical Session VI on the theme 'Media Convergence and 
Contemporary Health and Socio-Political Issues' on July 4. Dr Kiran 
Bala, Former Dean and Professor, School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication, K. R. Mangalam University chaired the session.  The 
session was co-chaired by Sruthi V S, Assistant Professor, Media 
School, DME.

Dr Kiran Bala with her vast experience in the field of research gave 
valuable input to each paper presenter. She said, “In social science we 
shall not limit ourselves only to content analysis.  It is important to add a qualitative aspect to make your research more meaningful.”
Dr Manasvi Maheshwari was adjudged as the best paper presenter for her work on 'Photojournalism as a tool of Health Communication during the third 
wave of COVID19 in India: Content Analysis of Times of India'.

The session witnessed presentations on a wide range of topics 
including Effect of Comedy Shows on Mental Health of the Viewers, 
Post-Pandemic Flood of Health News, Social Media Confabulation & 
Fake News and Portrayal of Mental health in Hindi Cinema: A study of 
Chhichhore and Dear Zindagi.

Paper Presenters: Dr Manmeet Kaur, Associate Professor, Delhi Metropolitan Education& Dr Arif Nazir Associate Professor and Head Department of 
Convergent Journalism, Central University of Kashmir;  Saima Pervez, Research Scholar, Amity University; Mohd Kamil, Research Scholar, Faculty of 
Media Studies & Humanities MRIIRS (Deemed to be University); Dr Manasvi Maheshwari, Associate Professor, Delhi Metropolitan Education; Deepanshi 
Pant & Aditi Anu, Students,  Delhi Metropolitan Education; Soumya Gupta & Gurveen Kaur, Students, Media School, Delhi Metropolitan Education; 
Vinayak Yadav, Esika Shaw & Yash Joshi, Students, Delhi Metropolitan Education; Chaitanye Pratap Singh, Student, Delhi Metropolitan Education; 
Shivani Singh & Shashank Kumar, Students Delhi Metropolitan Education; Nikhil Gupta & Khushi Shrivastava, Delhi Metropolitan Education; Mr Vishal 
Sahai, Assistant Professor, Delhi Metropolitan Education
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Sajal Mishra

Diksha Negi
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Technical Session VII

Technical Session VIII

Paper Presenters: Anurag Gupta, Research Scholar, K.R. Mangalam University & Assistant Professor, Vivekananda Institute of Professional Studies; Rohan 
Singh, Student, Amity University; Bhawna Solanki, Assistant Professor, Trinity Institute of Professional Studies; Sergio Ricardo Quiroga, National San Luis 
University;  Dr Ritika Saxena, Assistant Professor, Delhi Metropolitan Education& Pravina Srivastava, Student, K.R. Mangalam University;  Mitali 
Mohanty, PhD. Scholar (J&MC), MRIIRS (Deemed to be University) & Dr Maithili Ganjoo, Professor, MRIIRS (Deemed to be University; Sana Javaid, 
Student, Amity University; Shahid Mushtaq Shah, Student, Amity University; Hardeep Singh Bhakal Assistant Professor, LLDIMS.

Technical session VII was conducted on the theme of 'Metaverse, 
Artificial Intelligence, fake news, and inclusivity in journalism' on July 
5. It was chaired by Dr Manju Rughwani, Head of School and 
Professor, School of Film & Media Ajeenkya D Y Patil University, Pune, 
Maharashtra. Mohd Kamil, Assistant Professor, DME Media School co-
chaired the session.
The highlight of the technical session was a presentation made by Mr 
Sergio Ricardo Quiroga, National San Luis University, Institute ICAES 
from Argentina on the topic 'Proximity Media, Craft Journalism and 
Democracy'.
After the presentations, Dr Rughwani gave additional tips and 
suggestions to all the researchers and estimated that research findings 
would help in countering the challenges of AI and Fake News. She 
praised the efforts of the scholars in bringing out the new dimensions 
of Metaverse and Inclusivity in Journalism.

The eighth Technical Session witnessed intense discussion on 'Films, 
Technology Supported Creativity, LGBTQ and Sexism in Media' on July 
6. This session was organised in physical mode and was chaired by Dr 
Ruhi Lal Thakur, Associate Professor and Head, Amity School of 
Communication, Amity University, Uttar Pradesh Noida.  Vishal 
Sahai, Assistant Professor, Media School, DME co-chaired the session.

Pramod Kumar Pandey, Assistant Professor, Media School, DME 
bagged the best paper presenter award for his paper titled 'Assessing Community Perceptions Regarding Role of Faith based NGOs in Societal 
Transformation' co-authored by Dr Bandana Pandey, Professor, Dept of Media and Mass Communication Studies, Gautam Buddha University.

The session had presentations on topics like Mapping Sexism in Indian 
Advertising - A Qualitative Study, Understanding the Implications of 
Robot Models and Transformation of the Fashion Industry and AI 
Aesthetics, and Rise of OTT Platforms amongst others.
Dr Ruhi made some valuable suggestions for the researchers and 
appreciated their efforts. “ICAN is a conference for all as it incorporates 
themes of global concerns,” she added.

Paper Presenters: Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor, Delhi Metropolitan Education; Pramod Kumar Pandey, Assistant Professor, Delhi Metropolitan Education;  
Aditya Goswami, Student, Delhi Metropolitan Education; Shiksha Dhyani, Student, Delhi Metropolitan Education; Avtansh Dubey and Sajal Mishra, 
Students, Delhi Metropolitan Education; Sheetal Razdan, Students, Delhi Metropolitan Education; Shambhavi Shree & Krishna Goswami, Students, Delhi 
Metropolitan Education; Sruthi VS, Assistant Professor, Delhi Metropolitan Education; Priya Yadav, Student, Delhi Metropolitan Education;  Sukriti Arora, 
Assistant Professor, Delhi Metropolitan Education; Sakshi Mishra & Jyoti Mishra, Students, Delhi Metropolitan Education.
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Mohd Kamil

Dev Mani Verma
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Technical Session IX

Technical Session X

Dr Handique lauded the efforts of all the presenters and provided 
suggestions to further improve their studies. She said, “OTT platforms 
are relatively newer media and there is immense scope of research in this domain.”

This was followed by presentations from participants on a variety of 
sub-themes such as Psycho-Social implications of Netflix and Prime 
content, Indian Web Series and their Effects on Youth, Going back to 
cinema: A case study on the release of films on OTT and theatres, 
amongst others.

Researchers shed light on 'Implications of OTT Content, Binge-
Watching, and Censorship Issues' at Technical session IX on July 6.  
The session was chaired by Ms Florence Handique, Head of Electronic 
Media and Anchoring, Royal School of Communications & Media, 
Assam Royal Global University, Guwahati, Assam. Dr Manasvi 
Maheshwari, Associate Professor, Media School, DME co-chaired the 
session.

Paper Presenters: Twinkle Aggarwal, Student, Amity University; Yassine Ben Abou, Research Scholar, Ibn Tofail University; Pradeeksha, Student, Amity 
University; Nupur Gupta, Amity University Anjali Kulal, Delhi Metropolitan Education; Utkarsh Malik, Student, Amity University; Moumita De Das, 
Assistant Professor, Adamas University.

The award for the best paper presenter of this session was bagged by Yassine Ben Abou, Research Scholar, Media Studies, Ibn Tofail University, Morocco 
for his paper titled 'Binge-watching and academic achievement: A study of students of Liberal Arts University, USA.

The last technical session of the conference focussing 'Cultural 
Diversity, Communal Harmony and Assimilation through Art and 
Music' was on July 7. The session was chaired by Dr Punitha 
Dorairajan, Head and Associate Professor, Post Graduate Department 
of Communication, Women's Christian College, Chennai. Co-Chair: Dr 
Sumedha Dhasmana, Assistant Professor, Media School, DME co-
chaired the session.
Research Scholars from across the country presented their papers on 
topics like Understanding Media Reporting During Religious Conflicts: 
A study; Portrayal of Foreign Cultures in Indian Cinema and Popularity 
of Korean Dramas Among Youth in Delhi.

Paper Presenters: Nishtha, Student, Amity University; Riya Yadav, Student, Delhi Metropolitan Education; Srishti Aggarwal, Student, Amity University; 
Muskan Gupta, Student, Amity University; Monishka Aggarwal, Student, Amity University; Muskan Gurnani, Student, Amity University; Debasmita 
Ghosh, Amity University; Monika Thakur, Student, Amity University; Srishti Sharma, Student, Amity University; Shalu Chopra, PhD. Scholar, Amity 
University & Dr Manish Verma, Professor of Media Studies, Vice President (Academic Affairs), University of Bahrain.

Muskan Gurnani, Student, Amity University, Noida was announced as 
the best paper presenter for her work on 'Understanding Media 
Reporting During Religious Conflicts: A study'.
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/sukriti-arora-a02ab8a4/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vanshika-bali-01b93a213/


Panel Discussions

“Understanding the Rainbow”- Creating Gender Inclusive Environment 
Panel Discussion I

The first panel discussion of ICAN 5 was organised on the 
topic 'Understanding the Rainbow'. The session was 
supported by KSF–Keshav Suri foundation, a global 
platform to uplift, empower, and connect the LGBTQIA+ 
community. 
The panel comprised of Akshay Tyagi, Head, Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion, KSF, Sourav Gupta, Senior 
Executive- Learning and Development, The Lalit Great 
Eastern, Kolkata, Mohul Sharma, F and B Associate at 
The Lalit, New Delhi and Nandini Kadam, AM Marketing 
and PR at The Lalit, Mumbai.
Akshay Tyagi initiated the discussion by saying, 
"recognize, understand and support are the basic steps to 
ensure and maintain inclusivity with the rainbow 

Mohul Sharma talked about 'Trans men' and explained it 
to the audience about it. He further stated "coming out 
as a trans in society is hard. You are scared of being 
bombarded by numerous questions, being the sub-part 
of the marginalised section of the society, you live in a 
dilemma of not getting accepted.” Nandini Kadam 
talked about the difficulties faced by the 'Hijra' 
community and the reaction of the society towards them. 

community." Sourav Gupta opened his heart to the fact 
that society has now openly started accepting the 
community. He said, “I feel proud to see people 
engaging and openly talking about LGBTQ”. He said he 
feels elated looking at DME and young students being 
enthusiastic to learn about the rainbow community.

Dr Ambrish Saxena stated, "We are attempting to work 
with other like-minded organisations from South Asian 
nations through ICAN 5. This session is a step in 
achieving the goal of creating a society devoid of all 
types of discrimination."
During the Q & A round, Dr Susmita Bala asked whether 
the government or any NGO is offering any help to 
LGBTQ community and getting training programmes 
especially for getting enrolled in armed forces. To this, 
Mr Akshay replied that it is one of the areas where they 
are still trying to tap in. He added “There are many 
people from LGBTQ community in police services but 
when it comes to armed forces there is a lot of resistance 
in involving them,”.

Scholarly Panel Unravels Myths and Realities of Gender Balance in Media 
Panel Discussion II

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School and Convener, ICAN 5 remarked that gender 
inclusivity needs to be evaluated time and again to know 
how far we have reached in achieving this goal. He 
mentioned “This panel has been convened with this 
specific purpose,”.

The panel discussion on 'Achieving Gender Balance in 
Media Today: Myth or Reality?' was moderated by Dr 
Maithili Ganjoo, Dean, Manav Rachna International 
Institute of Research and Studies, Faridabad. She set the 
premise by defining the boundaries of gender discussions 
in media and stated, “It's time to discuss this term in a 
broader context and include all kinds of genders within 
the purview.” 

Panellist Dr Gita Bamezai, Professor and Former Dean, 
Academic Affairs and Head, Department of 
Communication Research, IIMC, pointed out, “while we 

The question of gender parity in media became the 
fulcrum of second panel discussion at the international 
media conference, ICAN 5 with eminent women 
academicians differentiating its myths from realities. 

feel happy about the fast pace of advancements in ICT, 
the speed of achieving gender balance in the media 
industry has not been the same.” She stated that a 
holistic study of intersectionality and digital gender gap 
will help in better analysis of our status quo. 

Remarks about gender balance in print media were 
made by Dr Padma Rani, Professor & Director, Manipal 
Institute of Communication, Manipal. She stated, 
“women journalists continue to face harassment at the 
workplace and in the field. The charm of joining this 
profession has gone down, especially since the onset of 
the pandemic.”

Talking about disproportionate representation of 
various genders in Indian advertising, Dr Kulveen 
Trehan, PhD Programme Coordinator and Faculty, 
USMC, GGSIPU, said, “we still see women in 
stereotypical roles and sections like the queer 
community get featured only during special occasions of 
pride.” She also cited recent studies that have positively 
correlated progressive advertising with purchase 
behaviour as a hopeful scenario. 

Dr Mausami Bhattacharya, Associate Professor, Centre 
for Journalism & Mass communication, Visva Bharati 
University, painted a positive picture and lauded the 
role of social media and OTT platforms in improving the 
participation and alternative representations of women 
in media. She said “individual voices are being heard 
which is a sign of progress.”
Dr Ganjoo summed up the discussion with suggestions 
to improve gender balance in media through extensive 
research, socio-cultural changes, and inclusion of 
gender-neutral content. She ended the session by 
saying “there are miles to go before we rest. We must 
continue to do our part to make gender balance a 
reality.”  
Concluding remarks for the session were delivered by Dr 
Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School 
and Chief Associate Convener, ICAN 5. She said, “A 
gender balanced media can pave the way for a gender 
balanced society.”
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Panel Discussions

Deliberating on Diversity, Equity and Inclusivity in PR
Panel Discussion III

On day 4 of the international media conference ICAN 5 a 
globally enriched panel discussion on Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusivity in the PR Industry where women 
professionals spoke about the ideological and 
executional aspects of DEI. 
The session was moderated by Kathryn Lancioni, Author 
and Eminent PR Professional, New Jersey, USA while the 
panel comprised of Paola Chiasserini, Omnicom Public 
Relations Group, Italy; Lamia Kamel, Assistant Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities for Promotion, Egypt; Ramya 
Chandrasekaran, Chief Communication Officer, 
Singapore; and Dr Pooja Arora, Senior PR Professional 
and Researcher, India. 
Kathryn Lancioni laid the groundwork for the discussion 
by defining DEI as a practice that makes adequate space 
for diverse communities in the workforce as well as their 
representation in the content created. 
Ramya Chandrasekaran described her experiences of 
public relations in South Asia. She said, “the PR industry 

Speaking from a marketing perspective in the Italian 
media, Paola Chiasserini pointed out, “there are 
inclusive representations in marketing communications 
but within the industry, we need to work towards 
including women in leadership roles.” 
Lancioni resonated with her views and mentioned, 
“women dominate the workforce of the PR industry in 
the US but not the leadership positions.” 

The Egyptian perspective was brought in by Lamia 

in this region has started working towards inclusivity but 
it lacks a formalised corporate approach. South Asians 
have linguistic, racial, religious and all other forms of 
diversity but ironically, DEI incorporation is still now on 
the priority list.” 

Dr Pooja Arora described the DEI practices in the Indian 
public relations sector. She recalled facing prejudicial 
biases at her workplace due to her young age. “Diversity 
is not limited to gender,” she stated. 

The entire panel discussed the existence of unconscious 
gender biases from colleagues and bosses as well as 
from clients who often prefer men to handle their 
projects. It was unanimously suggested that workplaces 
need to hire a diverse set of people so that more 
inclusive ideas can be brought in for the campaigns and 
a culture of equity be promoted. 

Kamel. She said that what worries her the most is 
women at the top positions working counterproductively 
towards empowering other women. She continued “we 
need to support each other before expecting men to do 
the same for us.”

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media 
School and Chief Associate Convener, ICAN 5, concluded 
the session with her remarks. She said, “Diversity, 
equity and inclusivity should be a fundamental part of 
our society and in the foundational ethics of an 
organisation with an earnest desire to implement it.”

Doctoral students share opportunities for Indian Scholars in USA 
Panel Discussion IV

Ms Debipreeta Rahut, Doctoral Student, Bowling Green 
State University, Ms Michelle Michael, Doctoral 
Student, Ohio University and Ms Pooja Ichplani, 
Doctoral Student, Florida State University joined the 
session as the panellists. 
Dr Srivastava initiated the discussion asking about the 

ICAN5 witnessed a global panel to discuss 'Journalism 
and Media Education in the United States: Perspectives 
from International Graduate Students' on July 5. The 
panel discussion was moderated by Dr Jatin 
Srivastava, Director, Institute for International 
Journalism, E. W. Scripps School of Journalism, Ohio 
University, USA. 

experiences of all three scholars and their perspectives 
on choosing research as the core domain in the United 
States. In response, Ms Debipreeta said that in India, 
there is a structural hierarchy that controls the 
creativity of research students. “I left my PhD in India 
and joined a doctoral programme in the US. Research 
is narrow and focused here,” she added.
Ms Pooja said, “In India, a lottery committee chooses 
students for professor but in the US, it is the students 
who decide which professor they want to work with.” 
Ms Michelle said, “Since I did my graduation from the 
US and started working as Research Associate. It is 
during this time, I developed interest in the doctoral 

programme.”

Dr Srivastava summed up the discussion with the 
broader points of discussion and expressed hope for 
improvements in media research for the shared 
benefit of all stakeholders. 
In conclusion, Dr Susmita Bala stated, “There is a 
strong contrast in terms of facilities for the 
researchers, however, dedicated scholars make sure 
to produce quality work irrespective of such factors.”

The panel also discussed in detail the scholarship, 
admission procedure, language accent and other 
challenges and opportunities in the US as a student.
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Panel Discussions

Experts ponder upon construction of gender narrative on the OTT
Panel Discussion V

The panellist Dr Sweta Singh, Senior Faculty, USMC, 
Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, said that 
women protagonists have become a major part of the 

The fifth panel discussion on 'Construction of Gender 
Narrative on the OTT: Visualising the Future of Content' 
was moderated by Dr Monisa Qadiri, Senior Faculty, 
Islamic University of Science & Technology, Kashmir on 
July 6.
Dr Monisa Qadiri, talked about how the messages, 
dialogues, genres, and characters are inspired by real 
people to make a story work in contemporary media. 
The distinguished panel talked about a range of OTT 
programs as examples to highlight the positive trends 
in storytelling and narrative styles. 

new narratives. “Earlier, women had highly 
predictable roles but now, there are dimensions in 
their characters.” She also presented a case study of 
the show 'Panchayat' to highlight her point. 
Several examples were cited by Dr Sunayan 
Bhattacharjee, Head, DoJC, Adamas University, 
Kolkata, to signify the problem of unequal gender 
representation in popular media. “Stories on OTT 
platforms are gradually countering this issue and 
giving space to all kinds of genders.” 
Dr Sabeha Mufti, Professor, Media Education 
Research Centre, University of Kashmir, stated that 
smaller, niche groups of viewers are mushrooming. 
“Customised content is being created for them with 

“There has been a tremendous shift in the viewing 
preferences of the audience,” said Dr Surhita Basu, 
Faculty, CJMC Vidya-Bhavana, Visva-Bharati 
Santiniketan, West Bengal. She appreciated the 
increasing openness of viewers towards global 
themes, both morally and culturally. 

greater creativity in the near absence of censorship on 
such platforms.”

Dr Susmita Bala concluded the discussion and stated, 
“OTT platforms have reduced stereotyping of 
characters and writers and producers are giving more 
emphasis to alternative themes.”

11

July 2022 Fortnight 2     18 Pages      Volume 7  Issue 13

Sukriti Arora

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ulGmBE_dwZM&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjugxYARVDf3BjyR3r56uCz&index=43
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ulGmBE_dwZM&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjugxYARVDf3BjyR3r56uCz&index=43
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sukriti-arora-a02ab8a4/


Master Classes

Prof. Ujjwal K Chowdhury cautions about majoritarianism,
and calls it a threat to Inclusivity

Master Class I

Prof. Chowdhury talked about the concept of inclusivity 
in the social context and called it a necessity rather 
than a desire. He remarked, "we are all minorities in 
one or the other part of the society and stressed on the 
need for building relationships between different 
communities.”

On Day 2 of ICAN 5 witnessed an enriching Master 
Class by Prof Ujjwal K Chowdhury, Adviser & Professor, 
Daffodil International University, Dhaka on the topic 
'Inclusivity in South Asian Media: Cases from India, 
Nepal and Bangladesh'.

Outlining the role of media, he emphasised on the lack 
of inclusive and experimental content in all forms. He 
stated "just like political parties have their vote banks 
as the targets, media houses have their specific 
audience as targets, and hence they remain restricted 

to specific content they create and the kind of 
representations that are made".

Prof. Chowdhury cited examples from India, 
Bangladesh and Nepal media to draw comparisons in 
terms of media ownership and content. Prof 
Chowdhury made some concrete suggestions to 
strengthen inclusiveness in the media. He specified 
that the media must focus on public issues to fulfil its 
responsibility of development communication, 
remain wary of spreading false content, and have 

This senior academician with his vast experience in 
the field very categorically mentioned how social 
inclusion can be achieved through shared 
experiences, advocacy and a sense of identity. He 
quoted several cases including UNICEF's effort in 
training Indian journalists.

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School & Convener, ICAN 5 appreciated Prof Ujjwal K 
Choudhary's effort in highlighting such an important 
issue of contemporary times.

newsrooms with a diverse population. He stated,  
"vernacular media is particularly isolated from 
diversity, this creates gaps in representations of other 
communities."

Towards the end of the session, Dr Susmita Bala, 
Professor and Head, DME Media School and Chief 
Associate Convener, ICAN 5 said that unless we 
understand inclusiveness, we will not be able to 
progress. “Inclusiveness will come when we don't 
discriminate, and respect each other,” she added.

Prof Jyotika Ramaprsad emphasised on
Indigenous People's Communication

Master Class II

Dr Jyotika Ramprasad, Professor, School of 
Communication, University of Miami, USA conducted 
the master class on the topic 'Indigenous People's 
Communication' on July 2.
Dr Ramprasad initiated the session by talking about the 
ethics to be followed while studying indigenous people. 
She stated, "don't make interpretations about native 
people based on your limited knowledge, it is essential 
to understand a section of society from their perspective 
if you truly want to comprehend their lives."
Dr Ramprasad stressed the need of emphasising the 
media's role and how indigenous people are portrayed 

Regarding new media and continuous dissemination 
of misinformation, she suggested the young 
generation to handle new media cautiously and use it 
to reach out to people - unknown to indigenous folks 
and their culture. Dr Ramprasad stated, “we are living 
in the era of disinformation, we must ensure that such 
information shall not go in our groups,”. Dr Ambrish 

in the media. She added, "we do not have trained 
media persons to share the perspective of indigenous 
people, we can let them tell their story on their own, the 
media shall serve as the medium through which it is 
communicated to the general public.” Dr Susmita Bala thanked Dr Jyotika Ramprasad for the 

insightful session. Dr Bala stated, "in India, we have a 
tribal population with a rich cultural and linguistic 
treasure, and it's our responsibility to preserve their 
culture by giving respect to their community and 
building fruitful relationships with them.”

Saxena in his address stated, "for individuals like us to 
connect with the first people (indigenous people) we 
must create ties with them. There is a need to bridge 
the gap at all levels of trust."
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Workshops

Comprehensive hands-on training on Social Media
and current research trends

Workshop I

"Recent studies in this domain have focussed on matters 
like ethical practices, social media fatigue, levels of 
trust, social media bubbles and digital publicity. 
Qualitative researchers are trying to study all these 
subjects and comparing different forms of narratives."

Mr Hossain started the workshop by outlining the 
various types of social media and people's perceptions 
about it. "People's dependence on social media as 
compared to traditional media is on the rise," he 
remarked citing various scholars. He said that social 
media research has moved beyond the game of numbers 
and there is a greater focus on the qualitative aspects. 

Introducing the session, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor 
and Dean, DME Media School and Convener, ICAN 5, 
stated that this workshop was of utmost relevance for the 

On Day 3 of the international conference ICAN5 a 
workshop on 'Social Media: Current Research Trends' 
was conducted by Mr Aftab Hossain, HOD, Senior 
Lecturer, Department of Journalism, Media and 
Communication, Daffodil International University, 
Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

students, many of whom are pursuing research in social 
media and related aspects. He said, "this session will 
guide their studies towards a concrete direction."

Answering a question about sampling methods, the 
senior Mr Hossain stated, "one can start by quantifying 
some of the preliminary aspects like several followers, 
subscribers etc and then decide the sample size based 
on the nature of the study." 
Some students raised questions about data security on 
social media. To this, Mr Hossain said, that data is sold 
by social media to third parties, it is a known truth. It is 
an individual's choice whether to put out data or not. 
He said for social media research, it is unethical to 
access anyone's information without their explicit 
permission. 
Summing up the session, Mr Hossain urged the 
students to read more and identify new theories for 
social media. He further elaborated,“Old theories are 
not meant for social media but they can be 
contextualised. Yet, it would be beneficial for all to 
study the patterns and derive new theories for 
contemporary times.”

Lack of political will biggest impediment to girls' education
in India and Pakistan, observes ICAN Panel 

Workshop II

Different forms of documentary narratives and issues of 
girls' education were discussed at the 'Lahore-Delhi 
Documentary Films Workshop' in ICAN5 on July 5, 
2022. The workshop began with the screening of two 
documentaries - 'Kanyashala' and 'Pakistan: Education 
and Women' at Studio-62 of DME followed by a 
discussion on the nuances of documentary filmmaking.
The workshop was conducted in a hybrid mode wherein 
two resource persons and participants from across 
borders were connected online. Speaking about the vital 
aspects of documentary making, Dr Wajiha Raza Rizvi, 
Co-Chair, Gender and Communication Section IAMCR 
and School of Media and Mass Communication and 
Associate Professor, Beaconhouse National University, 
Pakistan said, “doing research, visiting places before 
the shoot and studying the backdrop of the subject give 
weightage to your work.” 

Dr Aradhana Kohli Kapur, Indian filmmaker, Managing 
Trustee, IWART India Chapter gave valuable input to 
counter the challenges of documenting sensitive 
issues. She said, “we need to build a bond with the 
surroundings. The belongingness to the subject is the 

Dr Rizvi further added “Curriculum shall be practically 
translated into teaching. A school shall groom girls to 
make them self-reliant.” 
Focusing on the critical aspects and concern areas of 
girls' education in her country, Ms Nasira Habib, 
Founder and Director of Khoj- Society for People's 
Education, Pakistan said, “the vital thing in girls' 
education is the approach. That is how it is different 
from a boy's education.” “We always talk about 
numbers, missing facilities but the biggest issues are 
social barriers,” she added.

key - it allows you to capture grassroots realities.” 
Dr Gauri Chakraborty, Professor, Times School of Media 
& Chairman, University Women Development Cell, 
Bennett University, India opened the session by 
talking about concerns related to girls' education in 
India and Pakistan.
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean of the DME 
Media School and Convener of ICAN 5, highlighted an 
important point about how society as a whole has 
failed to educate girls. Answering this, Ms Nasira 
stated, "lack of political will is the issue's root cause."
Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media 
School and Chief Associate Convener, ICAN 5 said, 
“Male education shall also be parallelly focused to 
give power to the mission of girl's education.”

13

July 2022 Fortnight 2     18 Pages      Volume 7  Issue 13

Tanishka Tiwari

Aneesha Saran

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwI8Md5BcWg&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjugxYARVDf3BjyR3r56uCz&index=34
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwI8Md5BcWg&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjugxYARVDf3BjyR3r56uCz&index=34
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8-f3Eh1MRM&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjugxYARVDf3BjyR3r56uCz&index=24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8-f3Eh1MRM&list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjugxYARVDf3BjyR3r56uCz&index=24
https://www.linkedin.com/in/aneeshasaran
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tanishkatiwari/


Workshops

Global scholars at ICAN discuss alternative narratives,
cultural content, media research and more

Workshop III

Dr Kishore elaborated on new methods of cultural 
revival and promotion. He said, “podcasts have 
made it possible for dying cultures to revive 
themselves with a new avatar and reach out to a 
younger demographic that was losing its touch and 
appreciation for their heritage.” He added that 
vodcasts are now furthering this cause with a more 
immersive audio-visual experience through YouTube 
and other digital media. 

'Capturing Culture Online - From Podcasts to 
Vodcasts' the innovative workshop was conducted by 
Dr Vikrant Kishore, Academic, Author, Filmmaker 
and Fellow, Deakin University Melbourne, Australia 
on July 6.

He emphasised the role of data analysis which helps 
cultural podcasters and vodcasters to create content 
with relevant information and include a variety of 
narratives. He strongly suggested merging such 
podcasts and vodcasts with the mainstream media 
to increase the reach among the masses. 

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School and Convener, ICAN5 added “the more 
people get to know about the culture, more is their 
appreciation for it and more appreciation leads to its 
longevity in the social parlance.” 

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media 
School and Chief Associate Convener, ICAN5 
summed up the workshop and said, “our culture is 
what keeps us rooted and we must use all means of 
the modern age to preserve and promote it.”  

During his interaction with the students, Dr Kishore 
talked about how to engage a larger number of 
audiences through multiple platforms and improve 
audience engagement. He recommended the 
students promote their “podcasts and vodcasts 
through communities of practitioners and then 
expand these groups by pooling the audiences of 
each.” 
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Plenary Sessions

Embracing Diversity and Inclusion in educational Campuses
Plenary Session I

Plenary Session on 'Embracing diversity and inclusion in 
educational campuses' was held on July 5. The panellists 
were Akshay Tyagi (His/He) Head, Keshav Suri 
Foundation and Zayn Khan (He/His) F and B Associate 
and KSF Scholar, The Lalit Suri Hospitality School. The 
session was moderated by Dr Ambrish Saxena, Convener, 
ICAN5 and coordinated by Dr Ritika Saxena, Joint 
Convener, ICAN5.
Akshay Tyagi initiated the session with how we should 
include every social and biological circum sphere of 
human beings so that it can reach and unite every person 
on the same level. He applauded recent endeavours of the 
Supreme Court, that how only after 4 years when LGBTQ 
been accepted as the third gender so many changes can 
be seen in society. 
He said “We are now openly talking about this issue but 
the fight is long but it's a nice beginning.” He further 

Zayn Khan shared his struggle with his own identity, his 
journey from depression to acceptance, and how much 
KSF helped him through it. Zayn Khan is also the topper 
of the first Keshav Suri Foundation. He said “To create 
change in our society, we should first tackle our 
discriminating mind. Because everyone likes laughing 
at others, but it is very hard to take initiative”. 
Dr Ambrish Saxena concluded the session by stating “To 
create change in our society, we should first tackle our 
discriminating mind. Everyone likes laughing at others, 
but it is very hard to take initiative. We don't have to go 
high Heaven or hell to make a difference. We should just 
start by talking, making it in-topic of our conversation.”

added that even NGOs and Community Based 
organisations that are working for LGBTQ+ society are 
under some misconception. We have to overcome these 
challenges and establish a gender-neutral society.”
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Be the change: Pledge your organs
Plenary Session II

Explaining the difference between organ donation and 
tissue transplant, Dr Archana informed the participants 
that organ donation is possible in case of brain death 
only. One can donate tissues, corneas (the part of the eye 
in front of the iris), bones, skin, veins, heart valves and 

A plenary session on Organ Donation by NOTTO - 
National Organ & Tissue Transplant Organisation, 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of 
India was conducted on July 6. Dr Archana Kumari, 
Consultant Coordination, NOTTO acquainted the 
participants with all imperative information regarding 
organ donation through processes like Brain Stem Death 
and Tissue Transplant. During the session, the legal 
procedure involved in organ donation was also discussed 
in detail.

The session was moderated by Dr Manasvi Maheshwari, 
Associate Convener, ICAN5 who encouraged 
participants by sharing that she has pledged her organ. 
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Convener, ICAN5 said, “It was an 
eye-opening session and apprising everybody about 
organ donation - a life-saving process is 
commendable.”

Pledge organ is a noble cause but there are many myths 
attached to this. She cleared the doubts of the 
participants in the highly enriching Q_A session. 

ligaments that can save the lives of many people. She 
said it is imperative that one should share his/her wish 
about organ donation with his family members. At any 
point of time the family of the deceased can deny 
donation even if you have a donor card.
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Valedictory

The valedictory ceremony of the World's first 7-day 
Hybrid International Conference on 'Inclusivity, 
Convergence, and Alternative Negotiations' witnessed a 
galaxy of prominent academicians and industry 
professionals from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
Australia, USA and other countries summing up the mega 
event on July 7. The conference was organised by Delhi 
Metropolitan Education in collaboration with Deakin 
University, Melbourne, Australia.

Talking about the value of research in a society, Dr Jatin 
Srivastava, Associate Professor, E. W. Scripps School of 
Journalism, Ohio University, said, “Social science 
research brings out issues which exist but are not visible to 
everybody. ICAN is a conference providing solutions for 
various issues since the last half decade.”
Praising the global conference, Professor Dr Sheikh 
Mohammad Shafiul Islam, Chairperson, Department of 

The journey of this fifth edition was briefly portrayed by Dr 
Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School 
and Convener, ICAN 5. He remarked, "This year, we 
connected our 2 neighbouring countries from the Indian 
subcontinent, Pakistan and Bangladesh, for enriching the 
academics and industrial diversity of our deliberations.” 
“The success of this academic extravaganza can be 
attributed to the institutions that collaborated with us and 
the professionals who joined us from all over the globe,” 
he added. 

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School 
and Chief Associate Convener, ICAN5 gave the opening 
remarks. She said, “The objective of ICAN is to create a 
storehouse of knowledge in the field of media and 
communication. Over the last four editions, we have been 
able to accomplish that with more than 400 research 
papers published in 20 books.” 

Prof. Ujjwal K. Chowdhury, Adviser & Professor, Daffodil 
International University, Dhaka in his address said, 
“The diversity in India is not contradictory in nature. It is 
the agenda of some people to project it as such and 
create feelings of disaffection. The latest controversies 
surrounding remarks about religious figures are 
examples of such propaganda.” 
Dr Wajiha Raza Rizvi, Associate Professor, School of 
Media & Mass Communication, Beaconhouse National 
University, Lahore, Pakistan said, “Collaboration with 
DME has been an enriching experience for us. ICAN has 
provided a global platform. It has developed a cultural 
connection and brought the two countries closer.” 

Journalism and Media Communication, Green University 
of Bangladesh said, “All the objectives of this conference 
- Inclusivity, Convergence, Alternative Negotiations - 
have been fulfilled.” 

Dr Vikrant Kishore, Academic, Author, Filmmaker, 
Member, Australia-India Film Council, Melbourne, 
Australia said, “These kinds of international events set 
the benchmark for educational institutions and 
showcase what we can deliver in addition to academic 
learning. We should aim that ICAN produce 
international publications in future.” 
Pointing toward the adverse use of technology, Dr 
Shahid Rasool, Professor and Dean, School of Media 
Studies, Director Tulmulla Campus, Central University of 
Kashmir said, “Technology shall not fall into the hands 
of negative people. It shall be used for productive work. 
ICAN has sensitised people across the world about it.” 
The concluding session also had chairpersons of various 
technical sessions sharing their experience and 
association with ICAN 5. All the ten technical sessions 
were chaired by women global scholars to name a few Dr 

Justice Bhanwar Singh, Director General, DME, 
remarked, “I am immensely delighted with the success 
of the conference. The ICAN 5 team deserves great 
praise and applause.”

The session ended with a cultural event showcasing the 
rich culture of the Indian subcontinent. 

Dr Ravi Kant Swami, Director, DME said, “The 
participation in ICAN has been across students, teachers 
and media practitioners and this is the true meaning of 
inclusivity." 

Mr Aman Sahni, Vice-Chairman, Delhi Metropolitan 
Education, congratulated DME Media School for putting 
up the mega-conference. "ICAN 5 has been a marathon 
event. I appreciate the entire team's efforts and wish the 
best of luck,” he added.

Ruhi Lal Thakur, Associate Professor and Head, ASCO, 
Amity University, Noida, Dr Puja Mahesh, Associate 
Professor, Manipal Academy of Higher Education, 
Dubai, Ms Florence Handique Rabha, Head, Electronic 
Media & Anchoring, Royal School of Communications 
and Media, The Assam Royal Global University, Assam, 
Dr Punitha Dorairajan, Head, Post Graduate 
Department of Communication, Women's Christian 
College Chennai, Tamil N�du, India, Dr Shaheena 
Ayub Bhatti, Dean, Fatima Jinnah Women's University, 
Rawalpindi and Dr Manju Rughwani, Head, School of 
Film & Media, Ajeenkya D Y Patil University Pune. 
“DME is the leading institution and champion of 
organising amazing conferences." said Dr Manasvini M 
Yogi, Professor and Former OSD, Delhi School of 
Journalism, DU. 
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Fifth edition of mega conference concludes with reinforcement
of inclusivity with cultural and social diversity worldwide
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