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Dr Ambrish Saxena, 
Professor and Dean, DME 
Media School and Festival 
Director of CIFFI presenting 
CIFFI 2022 memento to  
Mr Praveen 
Nagda, Director 
at Culture Cinema 
and KidzCINEMA 
Film Festival

The 4th edition of CIFFI added one more feature to its distinctiveness – the entry of China to the bandwagon 
bolstered by Australia and India. With this CIFFI 2022 emerged as the world’s first 7-Day International Film 
Festival organised by educational institutions of three countries – Delhi Metropolitan Education (DME) in 

association with Deakin University, Melbourne, Australia and in collaboration with University of Nottingham 
China Campus. 

Cineaste International Film Festival of India- CIFFI made a mark with hectic cinematic activities 
for 7 days - December 15 to 21 at multiple locations on the campus of DME. This year, the theme of 

the festival was Cinema for Togetherness with #Millennialmovies, 
CIFFI 2022. 

Mr Tigmanshu Dhulia, national award-winning film director 
was the Festival Ambassador for CIFFI 2022. Mr Yashpal Sharma, 
a prominent actor of films and theatre best known for his roles in 
films like Gangs of Wassepur, Gangajal and Hazaaron Khwaheshe Esi 
was festival personality of CIFFI 2022. Mr Vinay Pathak, acclaimed 
theatre and film actor of Bheja Fry and Khosla ka Ghosla fame was 
the face of CIFFI 2022.

An initiative of DME Media School, CIFFI received 
an overwhelming response from across the globe, sur-
passing its own records from the previous editions. The 

festival received 3365 films from 112 countries in six different competitive categories. 
Out of these films, a total of 365 films were shortlisted in six categories including 

fiction, animation, ad films, short films, documentaries and musicals. These 365 films 
were screened during the 7 days of the festival at three different venues of Delhi Met-
ropolitan Education. The venue of the film screening included Nelson Mandela Audito-
rium, Studio 62 and AV Lab. The festival witnessed master classes, panel discussions, 
workshops, film making sessions and jury interaction. 

CIFFI 2022 included 25 sessions including 16 film screening sessions, 3 panel 
discussions, 3 workshops and 3 master classes which included special session with 
Vinay Pathak titled Vinay ki Pathshala on December 20.

The film festival was steered by Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School, Delhi Metro-
politan Education, India and Dr Vikrant Kishore, Associate Professor, School of International Communications, 
University of Nottingham China Campus. 

3 countries, 3 stars, 7 days, 25 
sessions, 3365 films – CIIFFI 2022 
emerges as world’s first film festival 
with so many distinctions

DME Media School send shockwaves to media education fraternity

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
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Shine of a fil  star in CIFFI 2022

Mr Vinay Pathak, acclaimed film actor 
and theatre artist added glamour 
and gravity in the coveted film fes-

tival CIFFI in its 4th edition before the film 
lovers could kickstart new year parties for 
2023. His spirited entry turned this unique 
global platform in a party time for students 
of media, management and law in DME on 
December 20. 

An exclusive interaction with Mr Vinay 
Pathak was conducted in a special pro-
gramme titled Vinay Ki Paathshaala on the sixth day of Cineaste International Film 
Festival of India-CIFFI at Delhi Metropolitan Education, Noida. CIFFI 2022 is world’s 
First 7-Day International Film Festival organised jointly by educational institutions of 
3 countries. 

Mr Vinay Pathak has starred in many films including Khosla Ka Ghosla, Bheja Fry, 
Island City and Johnny Gaddaar and had a supporting role in movies like Jism, Rab Ne 
Bana Di Jodi, and My Name is Khan.

Amidst the pool of students in the splendid Amphitheatre of DME, the stage was set 
to have a formal interaction with the star of acting. As Vinay Pathak walks through the 
red carpet to reach the space earmarked for him, the god of light illuminated the entire 
spectrum. In the warmth of Sun, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School and 
festival director CIFFI extended a warm reception to Mr Pathak.

Dr Saxena introduced the actor and asked him about his views on his own identity 
to which he generously replied “I want to be a storyteller, and this is what I was born 
to do. Every moment I have, I want to share a narrative with the audience and connect 
with them on a personal level”. On further discussion on the same topic, Mr Pathak 
beautifully described storytelling as an art form evolving constantly.

As the discussion moved, Dr Saxena asked about the difference he felt between 
films and theatre and his best possible work throughout. Mr Pathak said, he considers 
films and theatre two different concepts which are bound by a single factor: story. He 
also mentioned the difference on the economic value provided by these. It’s interesting 
to note that he has never seen a single one of his own films, preferring to focus on 
honing his abilities. 

As emanating from interaction, Mr Pathak believes that one must be loyal to his/
her work. He added, “Prizes are given to those who are loyal to their work. I want to be 

a trustworthy storyteller.” Here, he referred to Prem-
chand and his style of storytelling. On being asked 
about his academic preferences he came out to be a 
reader of fiction and believes there is immense power 
in imagination and creativity. 

Mr Pathak talked about his experience of working 
with different directors and admired them all for their 

distinct and original style of working. He also discussed his experience with several Indian 
film industry figures. His light humour and quick wittedness made the session interesting, 
while conveying to the audience that one may be facing little discomfort in life but one 
must know how to cope up with that situation. Students and teachers witnessed his 
incredible comic timing throughout the session. 

Mr Pathak tried to make the session as interactive as possible. The actor did not 
hesitate to be a part of the crowd as he interacted with students. He briefly discussed the 
cinema, modernisation, his interactions with his characters, art and society during the 
Q&A session. “We are developing as a community, and it’s time to accept that two con-
senting adults living together for the sake of love are as normal as any other relationship 
in society,” he said as he responded to a question about live-in relationships. This showed 
his intellectual and humanitarian outlook towards life. 

Mr Pathak later talked about his journey as an outsider in Indian film industry and ad-
mitted that he had his fair share of struggle. He encouraged the students to be persistent 
and positive in the work and use technology to the best.  On being asked about theatre 
in present time, he advised that theatre is not easy and one must find a balance to it and 
should be ready for the hardships that come with it. 

As Dr Saxena asked about the role films play in bringing a change in society Mr Pathak 
politely shared his ideas on the topic as he said, “Films bind cultures and people but 
change is not limited to films. A film alone cannot bring revolution, it can initiate it and 
enhance it but after all we all have minds of our own and it’s based upon values, ethics 
and education as well. It takes generations to bring change.” 

This brought the session to a conclusion as Dr Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School 
and Chief Associate Festival Director presented closing remarks and extended a Vote of 
Thanks.

As not d actor Vinay Pa hak walks 
through DME corridors, glamour and 
gravity come alive

Drishya Madhur

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/drishya-madhur-a716a6194
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oEQlo-UaxOc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oEQlo-UaxOc


January 2023    Fortnight 1    24 Pages    Volume 8    Issue 1 Page 4

Justice Bhanwar Sin-
gh, Director General, DME 
praised efforts of students 
and faculty members in 
organising this film fes-
tival. Dr Ravikant Swami, 
Director, DME appreciat-
ed CIFFI as a wholesome 
package of entertainment 
and learning. He pinpointed that 
“CIFFI is the best example of in-
stitutionalization. I personally 
wait for CIFFI every year which 
provides an exceptional opportu-
nity to witness films from around 
the world.”

Mr Sabyesachi Bharti, Dep-
uty Director, CMS Vatavaran 
addressed the audience and ex-
pressed his gratitude by saying that “I have seen this insti-
tution grow from the scratch. This progress has been possible 
only because of events like CIFFI. This festival has become a 
name to reckon with.”

Dr Vikrant Kishore, Associate Professor, University of Not-
tingham, China and Festival Director - CIFFI talked about 
how partnership between organisations can work wonders. 
He added that, “CIFFI proves that an academic institute can 
do a work of great magnitude. We must become the voice of 
the voiceless and must help the marginalized groups. This 
is a similar effort as it aims to bring about valuable change 
through films.”

Dr Bonnie Yim, Associate Dean, Deakin University, Aus-
tralia added that, “The hybrid mode is not easy. It may 
present challenges but it also brings enormous opportuni-
ties. Cinema brings family together and permits sharing of 
culture.” 

The guests who were present on the inaugural included 
Mr Amitabh Srivastava, Senior Journalist and President of 
New Delhi Film Foundation, Mr Kanwar Deepak Gulati, the-
atre and film personality and Expert Advisory Board, CIFFI 
2022 and Mr Aditya Seth, Documentary filmmaker and 
Expert Advisory Board, CIFFI 2022, 

Prof (Dr) Rashmi Khorana Nagpal, Dean, Law School, 
DME, also graced the inaugural function. 

Those who joined online included Bonnie Yim Associ-
ate Dean, Deakin University Australia, Dr Filippo Gilardi, 
Associate Professor, Nottingham University China Campus, 

Filmmakers and experts from India, Australia and  
China join hands in the grand opening of CIFFI  
International Film Festival

Cineaste International Film Festival of India 
– CIFFI 2022 inaugurated amidst the galaxy 
of filmmakers and film experts at Nelson Man-
dela Auditorium, Delhi Metropolitan Education 
(DME), Noida on December 15. The inaugural 
function also witnessed the screening of two 
films produced by Cover Drive Productions. 

The audience was enthralled by watching a 
heart-touching short film Bhaskar Bechain. Mr 
Prince Shadwal, Director of the film, also present 
on the occasion, expressed his gratitude to film 

viewers amidst the applause of enthralled audience.  This 
was followed by the first-time screening of Annapurna, a 
documentary about women participation in the farmers’ 
movement, directed by Dr Ambrish Saxena. 

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School and Festival Director of CIFFI sets an outstanding 
example of how consistency and perseverance can transform 
modest beginnings into a work of excellence. In his opening 
address, he explained, “This festival will witness a plethora 
of films from all over the globe. A combined session of stu-
dents of DME Noida, Deakin University Melbourne and Not-
tingham University China Campus is also scheduled. Adding 
to this, a unique open house session with Mr Vinay Pathak 
promises fruitful learnings for all.”

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School 
and Festival Chief Associate Director, in her welcome ad-
dress, emphasised on the importance of collective hard work 
that goes into the making of larger-than-life festivals like 
CIFFI. She added “A total of 365 films will be screened dur-
ing the 7 days of the festival in three different venues includ-
ing Nelson Mandela Auditorium, Studio 62 and AV Lab.”

Mr Aman Sahni, Vice Chairman, Delhi Metropolitan Edu-
cation explained, “It is indeed a moment of great pride to be 
in the inauguration of CIFFI 2022. Consumption of films has 
changed tremendously over past few years. CIFFI is a great 
platform to analyse films from all over the world.” 

Mr Praveen Nagda, Festival Director, KidzCINEMA2022, 
CEO, WhiteCoffee Event Management Pvt. Ltd., Prof. Ujjw-
al K Chowdhury, eminent educationist and Expert Advisory 
Board, CIFFI 2022 and Dr Wajiha Raza Rizvi, Associate Pro-
fessor, Beaconhouse National University, Pakistan. A video 
message was also sent by Dr Sean Redmond Institutional 
Advisory Board member, CIFFI 2022. 

CIFFI 2022 inaugural ceremony culminated with cultural 
performances by students of DME Media School. Dr Manasvi 
Maheshwari, Associate Professor and Festival Associate Di-
rector, proposed a vote of thanks. 

Dr Sumedha Dhasmana

Filmmakers and experts from India, Australia and  
China join hands in the grand opening of CIFFI  
International Film Festival
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-sumedha-dhasmana/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGSbM9Io-8Y&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGSbM9Io-8Y&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGSbM9Io-8Y&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGSbM9Io-8Y&t=6s
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Film Screenings

The first set of film screenings of Cineaste International Film Festival of India- 
CIFFI 2022 began in Studio 62 of Delhi Metropolitan Education on Decem-
ber 15. The genre of these films included fiction, animation and musical.

Among the films that were screened, Electric enemy - Take the wheel from 
United Kingdom directed by Ciro Ayala received the best film award in musical 
category and a prize money of Rs 5000. Analogic from Spain directed by Sergio 
R. Zaurin received a special jury mention in fiction film category. 

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School and Festival 
Director of CIFFI expressed his opinion on this cross-border celebration of cinema 
and added that, “It’s a matter of great pleasure for each one of us to organise 
this collaborative venture that aims to make world a better place. Since 2019, 
we have been continuously raising the bar of film festivals on a global scale. 
With each passing year, we have achieved new milestones. This time we are 
promoting the idea of peace, prosperity and zero discrimination.”

A total of 32 films were screened from 14 countries including films from In-
dia, Spain, Philippines, Italy, Poland, Taiwan, Jordan, Iran, Singapore, Canada, 
Turkey, United Kingdom, United States and France.

CIFFI Film Screenings kickstarts in Studio 62
Navya Saxena

First day film screenings of CIFFI 
2022 were held simultaneously 
in Nelson Mandela Auditorium 

on December 15. A total of 42 films including short films 
and ad films were screened. 

Among the films that were screened, The Dress Code 
from Sweden directed by Rikard Westman and Six Home 

Screening of short films and ad films  
in Nelson Mandela Auditorium

Nikita Kandpal and Shipra Singh

from Iran directed by Ebad Adibpour received the best 
film award in short film category and a prize money of 
Rs 5000 each. 

Addiction from India directed by Kalidas M received best 
film award in ad film category and a prize money of Rs. 

3000. In addition to this, and Soil from India direct-
ed by Delwyn Jude Remedios received a special jury 
mention in ad film category. 

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School and Festival Chief Associate Director welcomed 
the students, guests and filmmakers and added, “Our 
students are truly excited for CIFFI 2022.  The festi-
val is here to showcase cultural diversity of the world 
through the medium of cinema. Let us together enjoy 
this festival to the fullest.”

Films from India, Sweden, France, Bangladesh, Iran, 
Iraq, United States, Brazil, Turkey, Italy, Turkey, Australia, 
Mexico, Bulgaria, Germany and France were screened on the 
occasion.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/navya-saxena
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
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Film Screenings

Day 2 film screenings of CIFFI 2022 started in Audio Visual Lab of Delhi Met-
ropolitan Education that displayed documentaries and short films on Dec 16. 

Dr Yamini Khullar, Associate Professor, DME Media School gave opening 
remarks and said, “Beauty of documentaries doesn’t lie in dialogues, screenplay 
plays a massive role in it.”

Screened movies included Kashmiri Pandits “The Invisible Refugees” 30 Years in 
Exile, Maa-ti, Farm Underwater, Breathing under the mask, Stone Hills- Karahtepe, 
Khori, Mine, Dream, Wonders of Berlin. The genre of these films were documentaries 
and short films. 

A total of 44 films were screened from countries including India, Turkey, South 
Africa, Brazil, Indonesia, Egypt, Mexico, Iran, Chile, Philippines, Mexico, Spain, Iraq, 
United Kingdom, Canada, Taiwan, Italy, Germany, Indonesia, Ukraine and Mexico.  

CIFFI Day 2 starts with screening 
of short films and documentaries

Irshita Bhatnagar and Avni Pandit

Screening of fiction films took place on the 
second day of CIFFI 2022 on December 16 in 
Nelson Mandela Auditorium and Studio 62. 

A total of 18 fiction films were screened from 
countries including India, Nigeria, Iran, Italy, Tur-
key, Australia, China and Bangladesh. Dr Susmita 
Bala, Professor and Dean, DME Media School and 
Festival Chief Associate Director said, “The sec-
ond day of CIFFI screens short films, documen-
taries and fiction category film. The aim is to 
motivate students towards films and culture.”

Films that were screened included Gen-Z, Nishab...No Words, Boy or girl, In The Name of God, Impasse, Kadachit 
(uncertain), Sceglieres, The wall, Sceglieres, Anorexia, Trace, Pins & Needles, The Amulet, Work it Class!, Invisible Scars, 
Satya Khatam, The letters on the wall and Wish.

Screening of fiction films on second day of CIFFI 2022
Rohini Rajpoot and Sonakshi Suneja
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/avni-pandit-721785264
https://www.linkedin.com/in/irshita-bhatnagar-100939264
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sonakshi-suneja-5b7946264
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
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fessionals to create meaningful 
content. She highlighted the need 
for students to be open to feedback 
and to be creative in their approach 
to filmmaking.

Nitin Gupta discussed the need 
for filmmakers to focus on the long-
term sustainability of their work. He 
discussed the need for filmmakers 
to understand the importance of 
budgeting and monetising their 
work, in order to ensure their suc-
cess in the long term. 

Tanishka Tiwari discussed the need for filmmakers to be mindful of their audience. She 
highlighted the importance of understanding the audience’s expectations, in order to create 
content that resonates with them.

The panel discussed the need for filmmakers to be agile and adaptive, in order to succeed 
in the post-COVID-19 world. They discussed the importance of collaboration, digital inno-
vation and audience engagement, in order to create content that stands out in the digital 
landscape. 

A special session of CIFFI 2022 was brought to CIFFI 2022 by the University of 
Nottingham on December 16. It was conceived and executed by Dr Vikrant 
Kishore, Associate Professor, School of International Communications, University of Not-

tingham China Campus and Festival Director of CIFFI 2022.
In this panel discussion, the students of DME Media school discussed live on Student 

filmmaking post covid-19 with students of Australia and China. 
The opening notes were presented by Dr Filippo Gilardi, Head, School of International 

Communication, University of Nottingham, China. He addressed the importance of culture in 
media and entertainment sector and focussed on creating a society of informed and engaged 
citizens. He further discussed the importance of understanding the power of media to shape 
public discourse.

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School and Festival Director of CIFFI 
highlighted the need for a greater understanding of the intersection between the arts, sci-
ences and technology, and the need for a greater appreciation of the power of storytelling 
in the media.

Dr Vikrant Kishore, Associate Professor, University of Nottingham discussed the need for a 
new level of collaboration between industry and academia. He highlighted the importance of 
understanding the technological and social implications of the media, and the need to ensure 
that the industry is able to keep up with the changing landscape.

This panel discussion was moderated by Dr Levi Dean from the University of Nottingham, 
China. Dr Dean opened the panel by discussing the global impact of pandemic on the film 
and entertainment industry, and the need for filmmakers to adapt to the new reality. He 
emphasised the need for collaboration between industry and academia and the need for a 
renewed focus on the development of digital technologies and platforms.

The discussion included Meg Walch and Adam Copeland from Deakin University, Austra-
lia, Beile Hu and Yuchen Peng from the University of Nottingham, China, Nitin Gupta and 
Tanishka Tiwary from Delhi Metropolitan Education, India.

Meg Walch discussed the need to prepare students for the new reality of filmmaking. She 
highlighted the importance of teaching students the skills needed to create content for digital 
platforms and to take advantage of the new opportunities presented by streaming services.

Adam Copeland discussed the importance of storytelling and the need for filmmakers 
to embrace the digital medium. He discussed the need for students to have a better under-
standing of the digital landscape, and the importance of engaging audiences through visual 
storytelling.

Beile Hu discussed the importance of collaboration between students and industry pro-

Exploring the new  
reality of filmmaking: 
A panel discussion on 
students’ filmmaking 
post Covid-19

Panel Discussion

Vinayak Yadav

https://www.linkedin.com/in/vinayak-yadav-ba45b4210/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPjzzz4FS5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPjzzz4FS5s
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Cineaste International Film Festival of India-CIFFI 2022 
witnessed an enriching panel discussion on the role of 
children’s films by panellists of India, Canada and Ire-

land on December 18. This session was brought by Culture 
Cinema and KidzCINEMA, the partners of CIFFI. 

This panel discussion titled Children’s Movies: Their Role 
in Binding the World Together was moderated by Mr Praveen 
Nagda, Director at Culture Cinema and KidzCINEMA film fes-
tivals. The panellists included: award-winning filmmaker Mr 
Sean Cisterna, Ms Marion Creely, Producer and Director, Ms 
Pamela Bisson, Children’s Filmmaker and Ms Deepa Kiran, 
Educationalist and Filmmaker.

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School and Festival Director of CIFFI enlightened the audi-
ence about CIFFI 2022. He said that, “A total of 365 films 
are being screened in the festival at three different venues 
of Delhi Metropolitan Education. The festival also includes 
master classes, panel discussions, workshops, film making 
sessions and jury interaction in it gamut.” 

All panellists presented their views on films and their 
importance for young viewers. Mr Cisterna suggested how 

In the spectrum of children’s  
films, panel discussion brings India, 
Canada and Ireland together

films might appeal to young viewers by taking a softer ap-
proach to topics that are more serious about society and life. 
Ms Bisson, stated that “the film is an important resource.” 
Similarly, Ms Kiran stressed that, “the student-produced 
films are powerful and futuristic.” On the other hand, Ms 
Creely revealed that the ideologies portrayed in movies are 
fascinating and put forth some examples to stress the effects 
of the visual language of children’s movies. 

To understand the historical context of the films, Mr Cis-
terna said, “Kids today have the facility to have access to 
films all the time, unlike traditionally when OTT platforms 
were not in the equation.” Similarly, Ms Bissson, in reply 
to the question raised by Mr Nagda on the adaptability of 
children while filmmaking, revealed the various factors that 
make it easier to connect with children. She added, “You 
can always remember how you were when you were a child, 
but keep in mind they may or may not be like you, so catch 
the vibrations and bond with them. Making them conferra-
ble is the key. 

Ms Kiran stressed that cultural variations and language 
learning a very straightforward activity that digs deep and 

develops into a process rather than a practice. “Tradition-
ally, children’s content was restricted to televisions, which 
were again guided by parental control, but now that there 
are OTT platforms, children are allowed to indulge in content 
to which they can react and present ideas,” she said about 
the content accessibility for children. However, Ms Creely 
expressed her concern about the importance of the cultural 
variations among youngsters and how generalising them is 
a dangerous thing to do.

In reply to Mr Nagda’s question on how other profes-
sions can be involved in the making of children’s films, Mr 
Cisterna suggested the involvement of people belonging to 
other professions, like educators, who can bring the required 
value to the films. Ms Bisson also discussed the importance 
of social influencers in improving the economic outlook. 
Moreover, Ms Creely mentioned the role of Asian broadcast-
ing companies and the professional training provided by 
them, and she emphasised developing a skill set. She also 
revealed the importance of child-centric programmes in the 
American model of filmmaking.

The special session of CIFFI 
2022 continued with second 
panel discussion on Sino-In-

dian film co production- Challeng-
es and Opportunities on December 
16. The discussion was moderated 
by Dr Vikrant Kishore, Associate 
Professor, University of Notting-
ham China Campus and Festival 
Director of CIFFI 2022.

The panelists included Shiying Liu, PhD Candidate from 
the University of Nottingham, China, Sri Kishore, filmmak-
er from Hong Kong, Zhaoyu Zhu, Teaching Fellow from the 
University of Nottingham, China and Abbas Muzaffar, film-
maker from India.

Dr Vikrant Kishore highlighted the need for collaboration 
between India and China and harnessing the potential for 
the exchange of ideas, knowledge and resources to create 
meaningful cinematic content.

Shiying Liu discussed the need for filmmakers to over-

Unlocking the Potential of Sino-Indian  
Co-Production: Challenges and Opportunities

come the cultural and language barriers between the two 
countries. She highlighted the importance of understanding 
both countries’ cultural contexts and the need for filmmakers 
to be sensitive to the cultural differences. 

Sri Kishore discussed the need for filmmakers to em-
brace new technologies and platforms. He highlighted the 
importance of taking advantage of the digital medium and 
the need for filmmakers to be creative in their approach to 
storytelling. 

Zhaoyu Zhu discussed the need for filmmakers to have a 
greater understanding of the different legal and regulatory 

frameworks of the two countries. He highlighted the importance 
of understanding the legal implications of Sino-Indian film 
co-production, in order to ensure the success of any joint venture.

Abbas Muzaffar discussed the need for filmmakers to 
have a greater appreciation of the different aesthetic sen-
sibilities of the two countries. He highlighted the need for 
filmmakers to be open to feedback and to create content 
that resonates with both Chinese and Indian audiences.

The panel discussed the need for filmmakers to be open 
to collaboration, to embrace new technologies and to be 
sensitive to the cultural contexts of their work. They con-
cluded with a discussion of the need for filmmakers to be 
mindful of the legal and regulatory frameworks of the two 
countries, and to create content that appeals to both Chinese 
and Indian audiences.

Vinayak Yadav
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ra5bieXFKQU
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vinayak-yadav-ba45b4210/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGidAU0eg6w&t=1033s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGidAU0eg6w&t=1033s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGidAU0eg6w&t=1033s
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Documentary screenings jump-started the third day 
of Cineaste International Film Festival that took place in 
Audio & Video Lab on December 17. 

A total of 20 documentaries were screened from India, 
Iran, Brazil, Turkey, Mexico, Nepal, Russian Federation, 
Indonesia, Brazil, Ukraine, Mexico, Egypt and United 
States.

Among the films that were screened If there is no 

Documentary screening 
jump-starts third day of 
CIFFI 2022

Film Screenings

struggle from United States directed by Jared Katsiane 
received best film award and a prize money of Rs 
10,000 in documentary category. 

Mr Pramod Kumar Pandey, Assistant Professor, DME 
Media School explained, “Documentary is a presenta-
tion that expresses factual events. It is easy to watch 
documentary instead of reading books for knowledge. 
Visuals certainly are more impactful than words.”  Navya Saxena

Screening of films in the category of fiction, animation and musical took place Nelson 
Mandela Auditorium of December 17 - the third day of CIFFI 2022.

A total of 36 films were screened from India, Mexico, Ukraine, Iran, Cameroon, Philip-
pines, Spain, Germany, Russian Federation, Hungary, Greece, United States, Netherlands, 
Serbia, Brazil, Switzerland, France and Italy.

Among the films that were screened, Code of Silence from Germany by Leonard Mink 
received best film award and a prize money of Rs 10,000 in fiction film category. Monster 

Fiction, Animation and Musical films mesmerize viewers on Day 3

from France by Chiara Morcelli and Enrique Arribas Guiterrez received special jury mention 
in musical category. 

Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School and Festival Chief Associate 
Director emphasised, “A wide variety of films can be experienced by audiences of various 
ages and interests during film festivals. They serve as an excellent platform for emerging 
filmmakers to share their work.”

Akansha

Fiction films adorn 
screen of Studio 62 
on Day 5 

The initial sessions of CIFFI screenings on Day 5 
were dedicated to fiction. A total of 15 films were 
screened in Studio 62 of Delhi Metropolitan Education 
on December 19.

Films from India, Iran, Colombia, Russia and Kyrgyz-
stan were screened on the occasion.   Word of honour from 
Russia by Lolita Naranovich received the best film award 
and a prize money of Rs 10000. 

Ms Gaima Jain, Assistant Professor, DME Media School 
explained, “Fiction films have believable narratives and 
characters help convince the audience that the unfolding 
fiction is real. Lighting and camera movement, among 

Sonakshi Suneja

other cinematic elements have become increasingly im-
portant in these films.  CIFFI is one such platform that en-
courages such global visions and encourages students and 
independent filmmakers to showcase their talent.”

The films that were screened included The Acorn, The 
Pus, Parallel, Memories in Silhouettes, Jiboner Prarthona, 
Word of honour, Nomad, Play, Bareh, Life Germ, Manduw, 
A Handful of Sunshine, I Turn Off the lights, Spark of life 
and Death Feast.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/navya-saxena
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.linkedin.com/in/akansha-kumari-251686247
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sonakshi-suneja-5b7946264
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
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A dedicated film making workshop for students of top 
schools of Delhi NCR was conducted by Mr Vishal Sa-
hai and Mr Madhav Sharma, Assistant Professors and 

Additional Festival Directors of CIFFI 2022 in Studio 62 on 
December 16. 

The joyful reactions of students demonstrated the success 
of this workshop that aimed at educating them about the 
concept of filmmaking and production.

Students of top schools of Delhi NCR 
learn the nuances of making films

Dedicated filmmaking Workshop in CIFFI 2022

Avni Pandit and Irshita Bhatnagar In this interactive workshop, DME Media School guided 
students of Harkrishan Public School, Vanasthali Public 
School, Lotus Valley International School, Modern School 
Noida Extension, Delhi World Public School Noida Extension, 
Sanfort World School Greater Noida, Mayoor School Noida 
and The Millennium School. 

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School and Festival Director of CIFFI

welcomed all guests with his warm words and assured 
them providing an experience of real-life film production. 

Students gained practical knowledge through hands-
on experience of studio equipment including camera, 
microphone, console and all varieties of light. Mr Sahai 
stated, “A film maker should always attempt to work on 
new ideas. Execution of ideas is rewarding in the form of a 
fascinating film.”

Dr Shalini Gautam, Associate Professor, DME 
Management School and Head, Outreach explained, “This 
is once in a lifetime opportunity for students. Filmmaking is 
based on intuition, so students should take away as much 
as they can from this workshop”. 
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/avni-pandit-721785264
https://www.linkedin.com/in/irshita-bhatnagar-100939264
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=POpDZyxNbHs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=POpDZyxNbHs
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Dr Gauri Chakraborty, Festival Di-
rector, IAWRT Asian Women’s 
Film Festival 2023 and Mr Lohit 

Lodhwal, Film Maker and Alumnus FTII 
illuminated the art of visual writing in 
an interactive workshop in Studio 62 on 
December 17.   

This workshop marked the third day 
of Cineaste International Film Festival 
of India- CIFFI 2022 from December 15 
to 21 at Delhi Metropolitan Education, 
Noida.

Dr Chakraborty explained, “Visual 
writing makes the reader feel the write-
up and increases its effectiveness. With 
the help of this language, a vision of 
prospective reality can be correctly 
displayed”. Mr. Lodhwal on the other 

Visual Storytelling Workshop

Shiksha hand, presented some of his works that 
inspired students. He added, “For Visual 
writing, the writer needs to enlarge his 
vocabulary and carefully notice surround-
ings.” 

Both resource persons initiated an ac-
tivity to engrave skills in learners’ minds. 
The students were presented with a pic-
ture of a family eating potatoes and then 
instructed to write a visual write-up.  Stu-
dents participated with enthusiasm and 
presented their script on the spot. 

To conclude the event, Dr Susmita 
Bala Head DME, Media School graced 
the stage and increased the enthusiasm 
by presenting her own script to resource 
persons. The workshop ended with a great 
piece of visual writing example of Gulzar’s 
Makan ki upari manzil pe aab koi na-
hin rehta. 

Dr Gauri Chakraborty and Lohit Lodhwal 
illuminate the art of writing visually

Dr Gauri Chakraborty and Lohit Lodhwal 
illuminate the art of writing visually

https://www.linkedin.com/in/shiksha-dhyani-a5b59a245/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dmpysouL44
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7dmpysouL44
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CIFFI 2022 - Glimpses

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
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CIFFI 2022 - Glimpses

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
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The fifth Day of CIFFI 2022 
witnessed special screening 
of 22 films including docu-

mentaries and short film in Audio 
Visual Lab on December 19. 

Among the films that were 
screened, film Rozhan from Iran 
by Gita Feizi received a special 
jury mention.  Ms Shefalli Chhibber, Assistant Professor, DME Media School presented the 
opening remarks where she discussed on the emerging movie culture in the country and the 
backlash faced by the industry during Covid. Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Me-
dia School and Festival Chief Associate Director also marked her presence in the session and 
motivated students.

The Rise (A Journey to Africa’s Financial Independence) from Cote d’lvoire by David Akwara 
captivated viewers’ attention. The 15-minute long documentary revolves around the finan-

cial problems of Africans. Films were screened from countries including India, Turkey, Itlay, 
Argentina, Estonia, Cote d’lvoire, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Ukraine, Philippines, Malta, Russian, 
Taiwan, Azerbaijan, Hungary and Spain.

Audio Visual Lab screens  
documentaries and short films 
on Day 5

Film Screenings

Hardik Sharma

Mr Sabyesachi Bharti, Deputy Director, CMS Vatavaran conducted master class on Under-
standing the Power of Storytelling, Social Media and the Environmental films in the Modern 
Era on December 21. 

Mr Bharti explained, “Fabricating an environmental film is a different piece of work and 
screenplay plays a massive role in this process. Such films should always be backed with 
good research.”

He added, “In today’s fast-paced life everyone consumes visual content, especially the 
young generation. Films should contain economic value. Initiating Environmental films such 
a lucrative thing and putting in with other films genre creates a fruitful stage for budding 
filmmakers.”

Master Class from CMS Vatavaran

Sabyesachi Bharti explain power 
of storytelling and environmental 
films in modern era

Mr Bharti elaborated, 
“Environmental films not 
only entertain the audi-
ence but also provide an 
opportunity to make a 
difference in the world by 
raising awareness of envi-
ronmental concerns. Through these films, filmmakers can create economic, value by tackling 
current topics such as global warming, pollution, and sustainability. Therefore, creating envi-
ronmental films should be seen as an investment with huge potential for returns.”

Aditya Goswami

https://www.linkedin.com/in/hardik-sharma-51209b24a
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.linkedin.com/in/aditya-goswami-24b491224/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ku6gcD_Z5Z0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ku6gcD_Z5Z0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ku6gcD_Z5Z0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ku6gcD_Z5Z0
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Awarded Filmmaker Mr Aditya Seth conducted a workshop on Documentaries with an 
Agenda: Corporate and NGO on the fifth day of CIFFI 2022.  Mr Seth, Founder and 
Course Director of Indian Academy of Shorts elaborated prospects of documentary film-

making in Studio 62 on December 19. 
Mr Seth advised the students and said, “All documentaries have an agenda, whether it 

be for financial or social benefits. Play with tones and voices and add angles to your story to 
make even the boring documentaries suitable for your target audience.” 

While explaining the basic concept of story writing for a documentary script, Mr Seth 
said, “Students must understand the client, their perspective, agenda and then decide on 
the approach of the story.”

Stressing the importance of scriptwriting, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School 
and Festival Director of CIFFI, said, “As students of mass communication, you all must un-
derstand the fundamentals of documentary script writing as well as the direction of a story 
from the expert.”

Students and all attendees of the workshop were left spell bounded when Mr Seth pre-
sented his four different types of documentaries for a better understanding of possible genres. 

Workshop on documentary filmmaking

Awarded Filmmaker Aditya 
Seth elucidates agenda in 

documentaries
Kirti Mathur

Master Class from University of Nottingham

Media students got an opportunity to attend master class by Dr Vikrant Kishore, 
Associate Professor, University of Nottingham China Campus and Festival Director 
of CIFFI on December 19.

Students were made aware of the importance of understanding the relevant issues 
and how films can act as a facilitator to create awareness on issues like marginalization. 
Dr Kishore discussed the importance of regional films and short films in this regard. In 
his lecture, he revealed that “the regional films and short films have extensively covered 
issues on marginalised people and have helped to fill the vacuum that mainstream Bol-
lywood movies fail to project”. 

He also discussed the challenges faced by short film-makers in India in terms of fund-
ing and lack of commercial recognition. “every year hundreds of short films are made in 
India by prominent colleges which even receive awards and accolades abroad but fail to 
receive recognition and commercial success among the masses who have only watched 
commercial Bollywood films”, Dr Kishore rues. 

The session proceeded with a question-and-answer session where both the faculty 
and students posed the question and sought expert opinions on various topics related to 
film and filmmaking. Dr Yamini Kullar concluded the session with her vote of thanks and 
appreciated the resource person for providing his expertise on films and the importance 
of short films.

Capturing stories of  
marginalised on screen,  
Dr Vikrant Kishore discusses 
the nuisances

Sajal Mishra

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kirtimathur/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nmWKXVVkck&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nmWKXVVkck&t=4s
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mishrasjl/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8Bf3vfPVWY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8Bf3vfPVWY
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Documentary screenings on  
Day 6 in Audio Visual Lab

Film Screenings

Hardik, Ashutosh

Animation and musicals enthralled audience on 
Day 6 film screenings in Studio 62 on December 20. 

A total of 52 films were screened from India, Iran, 
Tunisia, Belgium, Mexivo, United States, Taiwan, 
Iran, Argentina, Tunisia, Poland, Malaysia, Bulgaria, 
Ecuador, United Kingdom and Russia to name a few 

Among the films that were screened, Swollen 
from Iran by Zahra khorshidi paji and Friday from 
Iran by Ramtin Serajpour received best film award 
and a prize money of Rs 7000 in animation film 
category. 

Film Dyke Plumage from Spain by Alexandra Gas-
con received best film award and a prize money of Rs 
5000 in musical film category. Besides, Grandma’s 
Special from Taiwan by Yu-Ting Wang received a 
special jury mention. 

Animation and Musicals enthralls audience  
in Studio 62 on Day 6

Documentary films were screened simultaneously in Audio Visual Lab on Day 6 of CIFFI 2022. 
A total 19 documentaries were screened from countries including India, Mexico, Kazakhstan, 
Argentina, United States, Mexico, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Croatia, Spain, Pakistan, Italy, Turkey, 

Brazil and Russia.
Ms Shefalli Chhibber, Assistant Professor, DME Media School motivated students to watch and 

create relevant documentaries and come out with a supreme form of expression.
Among the movies that were screened, Motherhood Land from Argentina by Juan Bacaro received 

the best film award and a prize money of Rs 10,000. Holy Mother Earth from Mexico by Benjamín 
Romero received a special jury mention. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/hardik-sharma-51209b24a
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ashutosh-sinha-02b942264
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
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Short films screened in Nelson 
Mandela Auditorium on Day 6

Day 6 of CIFFI 2022 started with screening of short 
films in Nelson Mandela Auditorium on December 20. A 
total of 14 short films from India, Austria, France, Indo-
nesia, Turkey, Iran and United States were screened on 
the occasion. 

Dr Iram Rizvi, Assistant Professor, DME Media School 
informed  the viewers about the films that would be 
shown and discussed the significance of film festivals like 
CIFFI. She stated, “Festivals like CIFFI provide a platform 
for filmmakers across nations to showcase their talents, 
imagination and interpretation of the issues which are 
very close to their heart.”

These films highlighted and addressed a wide range of 
issues including addiction, suicide, loss of identity and disabil-
ities. The First Letter directed by Sudeep Mondal depicted the 
importance of girl child education. The film grabbed audience 
attention and received huge appreciation.  

Riddhi Thapar

Film Screenings

Film screenings of CIFFI 2022 concluded with display 
of animation, short films and fiction in Studio 62 and 
Audio-Visual Lab on December 21.
Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media 

School and Festival Chief Associate Director said, “We are 
on the verge of the concluding CIFFI, and it is great to 

Concluding day of the festival ends with 56 films

F ilm Scr eenings

Sonakshi Suneja see that we have screened more than 300 films in these 
seven days.”

A total of 56 films were screened on the conclud-
ing day of the film festival. Among the films that were 
screened, Colored Darkness from Morocco by Mohamed 
Amalaab received a special jury mention. 

Some of the audience appreciated films include: Com-
mon People that focused on the condition of people who 

face bipolar disorder, Shanghai Shanghai described 
life of China’s local people. Another film, Disappear 
was based on a family struggling to find Granny. 

Films from India, China, Portugal, USA, France, 
United Kingdom, Ukraine, Indonesia, Australia, Tur-
key, Pakistan, Iran, Taiwan, Saudi Arabia, Alegria, 
Portugal, Argentina and Morocco were screened on 
the occasion. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sonakshi-suneja-5b7946264
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5MVGfr9PYkjZs-wUoh9Wmh6hazDNor_I
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CIFFI 2022 Valedictory

Lead vocalist of the ‘Aryans’ band, DJ Narain enthralled 
the audience with classic hits in the valedictory ceremo-
ny of Cineaste International Film Festival of India-CIFFI 

2022 that took place in Delhi Metropolitan Education on 
December 21. 

The event also witnessed the presence of eminent per-
sonalities Prof K K Aggarwal, former Chairman, National 
Board of Accreditation, Mr Sunit Tandon, Director, India 
Habitat Centre, Mr Aashish K Singh, Founder and General 
Secretary, New Delhi Film Foundation and Mr Aditya Seth, 
an award-winning independent documentary filmmaker.

Dr Shubham Kumar, All India Radio graded Classical Vo-
calist and co – founder of Krishna Prerna Sangeet Gurukul, 
Mr Zakhir Dholpuri, established artist of AIR and ICCR, Mr 

D J Narain serenades with classic hits while  
Shubham Kumar relieves with classical music

Anubhav Kumar, well known percussionist, Mr Subodh Pand-
ey, established vocalists and Mr Sumit Kumar, instrumental-
ist presented a soulful rendition on the occasion.  

CIFFI 2022 is world’s First 7-Day Film Festival organ-
ised by educational institutions of 3 countries - India, 
Australia and China. Titled Cinema for Togetherness with 
#Millennialmovies, CIFFI 2022 is 4th consecutive year of 
collaborative venture of DME Noida and Deakin University 
Melbourne. This year, Nottingham University China Campus 
also joined hands in organising this festival. CIFFI 2022 
received total 3365 films from 112 countries of the world.

National award-winning film director Mr Tigmanshu Dhulia 
is the Festival Ambassador of this festival. Actor and theatre 
artist Mr Yashpal Sharma is festival personality and acclaimed 

film actor Mr Vinay Pathak is the face of CIFFI 2022.
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 

School and Festival Director CIFFI 2022 said that, “I feel 
blessed to host celebrities from the film industry in CIFFI.” 
He added, “The growth of CIFFI is tremendous and astonish-
ing. Three countries have come together to hold a competi-
tive and deliberative screening-oriented festival this time. “

Dr Sumedha Dhasmana, Festival Co-Director for CIFFI 
2022, commended the hard work of the jury team that 
thoroughly analysed and made this film festival possible in 
its fourth year.

Dr Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School and Chief 
Associate Festival Director presented closing remarks and 
extended vote of thanks on the occasion.

Madhav Sharma participates in disability conference as panelist
Mr Madhav Sharma, Assistant Professor, 

DME Media School participated as a panelist in 
the 9th National Conference on Disability on De-
cember 23 and 24. Themed, Global Partnerships 
for Disability Inclusive Development, the confer-
ence took place in AICTE, New Delhi.

The Chief Guest of the session was Dr Virendra 
Kumar, Union Minister and Mr Rajiv Kumar, Chief 
Election Commissioner. The conference was dele-
gated into ten panels, with the first day focusing 
towards the efforts made so far and their influence, what further 
steps will be taken in this direction, as well as what collabora-
tions could perhaps  contribute towards the goal of benefiting a 
greater segment of society.

Global partnership for disability-inclusive developments 

focused on Global Partnerships for disability 
inclusive development, coming together of 
leaders involving disability inclusion as a sig-
nificant goal for development in the coming 
years. Enabling disability-inclusive develop-
ment through employment & entrepreneurship 
focused on what measures need to be taken 
to ensure the involvement of the inclusion of 
PwDs. Especially Digital Inclusion focused on 
Challenges, strategies & tips for coping with 

them.
Mr Madhav Sharma contributed fruitful insights in this 

panel discussion and provided valuable suggestions on how 
corporate or subject expertise can be used to provide advanced 
exposure of PwDs in India.

Dr Sumedha Dhas-
mana, Assistant Professor, 
DME Media School attended 
one week Faculty Development Programme on Open-
Source Tools for Research from December 27, 2022- 
January 2, 2023.

The FDP was organised by Teaching Learning Cen-
tre, Ramanujan College University of Delhi under the 
aegis of Ministry of Education, Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malaviya National Mission On Teachers And Teaching.

F aculty A c hie v ements

Dr Sumedha Dhas-
mana attends FDP 
on Open-Source 
Tools for Research

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2x-PDfFPzo&t=26s
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-sumedha-dhasmana/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/maadhavsharmaa/
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UMANG’22 Sports Meet at IBS College Gurgaon

The valedictory ceremony of CIFFI 2022 witnessed the 
presence of eminent personalities including Prof. K K 
Aggarwal, former Chairman, National Board of Accred-

itation, Mr Sunit Tandon, Director, India Habitat Centre, Mr 
Aashish K Singh, Founder and General Secretary, New Delhi 
Film Foundation and Mr Aditya Seth, an award-winning 
independent documentary filmmaker.

Prof. K K Aggarwal said, “Through these collaborations 

CIFFI 2022 Valedictory

Prof. K K Aggarwal, Sunit Tandon, D J Narain, Aditya Seth 
and Ashish Singh form the galaxy in grand ceremony

by educational institutions, creative youth get the respect 
they deserve in the professional world.” 

Mr Sunit Tandon congratulated the team CIFFI for their 
continuous efforts in organising this festival regularly year 
after year.

Mr D J Narain, eminent singer and former Director, FTII, 
discussed the nuisances of filmmaking while narrating his 
experience at FTII Pune. 

Mr Aditya Seth highlighted that “CIFFI gives a great op-
portunity for students to understand the art of story-telling 
and learn different concepts.” 

Mr Ashish K Singh pointed out the benefits of advance-
ment in technology and access to internet for creative peo-
ple. He quoted, “With CIFFI filmmakers from around the 
world can watch and make movies of different genres and 
thus this film festival promotes quality cinema to learners.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2x-PDfFPzo&t=26ss
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CIFFI Award Ceremony for felicitating the winners in different cat-
egories was conducted in a grand function on December 21. The 
winners were decorated with cash prizes and trophies. 

The achievements of meritorious filmmakers across the globe were 
highly applauded by Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Me-
dia School and Festival Director CIFFI 2022, Dr Susmita Bala, Head, 
DME Media School and Festival Chief Associate Director and distin-
guished guests.

Award Ceremony for CIFFI 2022

Sr. No Film Director Name Country 
1 Six Home Ebad Adibpour Iran, Islamic Republic of
2 The Dress code Rikard Westman Sweden
3 Colored Darkness Mohamed Amalaab Morocco

1 Code of Silence Leonard Mink Germany
2 Word of honour Lolita Naranovich Russian Federation
3 Rozhan Gita Feizi Iran
4 Analogic Sergio R. Zaurin Spain

1 If There Is No Struggle Jared Katsiane USA
2 Motherhood Land Marina Condó, Yuki YamashitaArgentina

3 Holy Mother Earth Benjamín Romero Mexico

1 Dyke plumage Alexandra Gascón Spain
2 ELECTRIC ENEMY - TAKE THE WHEEL Ciro Ayala UK
3 Monster Chiara Morcelli, Enrique Arribas GuitierrezFrance

1 Scent Camera Hao Chen Li China
2 ADDICTION kalidas M India
3 Soil Delwyn Jude Remedios India

1 Friday Ramtin Serajpour Iran
2 Swollen Zahra khorshidi paji Iran
3 Grandma's Special Fabric Yu-Ting Wang Taiwan

CIFFI 2022 Valedictory

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2x-PDfFPzo&t=26s
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What CIFFI winners are saying!!!

Kalidas M  
Addiction (Ad Film)

Despite my limited cinema 
experience, I love movies. In fact, 
I’m quite delighted right now. I’m 
really grateful that CIFFI 2022 
chose my movie for best ad film 
award.

Yu-Ting Wang (Taiwan) 
Grandma’s special fabric  
(Animation)

The festival has given me the 
opportunity to share my work with you 
through this film and I am apprecia-
tive of that. I want to thank CFFI once 
more for providing me this chance.

Sergio R. Zaurin (Spain) 
Analogic (Fiction Film)

I am delighted that young people 
who are passionate about audio-vi-
sual language will watch Analogic. 
Thank you to DME Media School 
and Deakin University for this year’s 
mention in CIFFI 2022 in the fiction 
film category. 

Marina Condó (Argentina) 
Motherhood Land (Documentary)

Thank you very much, India’s Cineaste 
International Film Festival. This is my first 
movie, so being there makes me feel quite 
pleased. It’s also an honour to win this prize. 
It all began with a breakdown over a zoom 

call, and the initial thought was that if we could only get a glimpse of 
what motherhood is really like for us, it would be enough. In the event, 
that it is a world cup, I will be scoring for the mother’s squad.

Jared Katsiane  
(United States of America) 
If there is no struggle  
(Documentary)

I want to start by thanking the jury and programmers for choosing the movie, which is a true 
honour for me. The fact that your Festival is the only one in the world to be staged by two 
distinct educational institutions from two distinct nations on two separate continents greatly 
astonished me. 

Yuki Yamashita  
Motherhood Land  
(Documentary)

I am so grateful and so honoured to be chosen 
as one of the best documentaries in Cineaste 
International Film Festival of India. I hope to 
inspire more people in the future. 

Best wishes by celebrated personalities

Dr Rajendra Gautam  
Former Professor, University of Delhi 

This fourth edition of CIFFI is making history and it’s inspiring to watch 
this film festival by academic institutions from three different nations. 
Each project DME undertakes in the fields of journalism and cinema 

increases its reputation. Sincere congratulations and best wishes to everyone.

Mr Tigmanshu Dhulia -  
Festival Ambassador 
Award-winning film director and actor

Thank you so much for having me here. I must thank all the people 
involved in this festival. I specially thanks Prof. Ambrish Saxena for 
inviting me. I have been involved in this endeavour from the begin-

ning.  Film enthusiasts have an opportunity to communicate with one another and debate, 
argue and even agree about the aesthetics of films. The themes of the films screened were 
very current and true to the times, which is the most important thing a filmmaker should 
first accomplish before crafting the content. After organising such festivals, students are 
undoubtedly all set to enter the real world and display their talents.

Prof. Ujjwal K. Chowdhury 
Advisor, Daffodil International University, Dhaka

I’m delighted to learn that CIFFI, a film festival run by DME Media 
School in partnership with Deakin University, has just celebrated its 
fourth anniversary. This edition was particularly noteworthy because it 

marked the festival’s crossing of 3000 films, demonstrating the knowledge gained from 
organising both physical and digital formats. I would suggest that DME Media School must 
share this experience to mentor similar festivals in other universities across the world.

Dr Vikrant Kishore  
University of Nottingham China Campus

It’s wonderful to see the CIFFI enter its fourth year with new partners 
and collaborators, making this festival a truly global event. This plat-
form that CIFFI has created internationally is incredible, giving students 

and filmmakers a chance to present their work and network with practitioners and industry 
experts. Notable figures from the creative industry participated this year in panel discus-
sions and master classes. Overall, the festival was more lively, thought-provoking, and 
exciting this year. On behalf of Deakin University in Australia and University of Nottingham 
in China, I am sure you all had a good time at the festival, which was a celebration of 
Cinema for Togetherness. In addition to acknowledging the vision and preparation put 
out by professors Dr Ambrish and Dr Susmita to make this event a pleasant experience for 
everybody, I would like to thank the management, staff members and students of the DME 
Media School for making this festival a great success. 

Mr Vinay Pathak - Festival Face  
Celebrated film actor and producer

Best wishes to CIFFI 2022 and to everyone who has worked over the 
past four years to make this festival a success. My very best wishes also 
go out to all the filmmakers whose films are featured at this year’s 
festival. I wish success to all the filmmakers whose films have been 

nominated as well as to all the students of cinema and film. I hope you have a wonderful 
time. Cheers!

Yashpal Sharma - Festival Personality 
Versatile Film Actor

All movie buffs must be happy that DME Noida has organised the 
international Film Festival CIFFI 2022. Numerous films from 112 
different nations have submitted entries and this seven-day festival 

is brimming with enthusiasm. This is a must attend platform for film enthusiasts and film 
makers. I thank Dr Ambrish Saxena for inviting me and organising this festival. Thank you.

Guests Speak at CIFFI 2022

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVZZYoC6Hb0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkIh5xNwSmE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=okphIzHpdUU
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Vibrant India Series Episode 63

Bihar’s first woman IPS officer Manjari Jaruhar instilled confidence in media students 
through her motivating interaction in Vibrant India Series of DME Media School on December 
30.  

Ms Jaruhar, retired as Special Director General of the Central Industrial Security Force, is 
one of the first five women IPS officers in India and the first from the state of Bihar. She has 
authored a book titled Madam Sir that is based on her memoirs while working in the police 
and security forces. Ms Manjari Jaruhar is presently an Advisor to Tata Consultancy Services.

The source of inspiration of many, Dr Kiran Bedi had already set an example for women. 
Ms Jaruhar followed herfootprint and joined Indian Police Service in 1976.  This achieve-
ment, however, was not easy for Ms Jaruhar who came from a conservative sheltered back-
ground. Her first struggle started from her own home when she had tough time convincing 
her parents. 

On joining the Police Academy, Ms Jaruhar was trained at par with male police officers 
but faced discriminations at the time of postings. Senior officials doubted her capabilities, 
but this didn’t deter her from getting selected at the National Police Academy as trainer. 
There she trained five batches of police officers. 

Ms Jaruhar shared life lessons with the students and said, “Always remember that knowl-
edge is extremely powerful. Whatever job you do, you must have complete knowledge about 

Bihar’s first woman IPS Manjari  
Jaruhar shares life lessons and  
instils confidence in media students

it and this is possible only by being passionate about your work. Treat others as you would 
like them to treat you. Never get disheartened when something doesn’t work.”

Ms Jaruhar encouraged all girls to pursue their goals and live their life to the fullest. 
Her uplifting words and experiences motivated the attendees to strive for their dreams and 
never give up.

As the session came to a close, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media 
School engaged in a discussion with Ms Jaruhar about the initiatives she had taken during 
her working days, which are still relevant in today’s time. Her anecdotes provided valuable 
insight into the difficulties of the job and the importance of remaining open to new chal-
lenges.

In the beginning, Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School narrated 
the journey of VIS and welcomed Ms Jaruhar. Students who asked questions to her in the 
last part of the programme included Gauri Dhyani, Rohini Rajpoot, Vishnu Das, Himanshi, 
Vinayak Yadav and Juneli Chauhan. 

Kirti Mathur

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kirtimathur/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8d04eFuA-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8d04eFuA-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8d04eFuA-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8d04eFuA-Y
https://www.facebook.com/dmenoida/videos/821867108906264
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UObUYn8LHkE
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